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QUESTION‑ Do I need one or two drives with IBMXFR?

ANSWER ‑ IBM XFR will operate with one or two disk drives.

One disk drive must be an Atari 1050 disk drive with a HAPPY ENHANCEMENT Installed. If only that one drive is used, both the IBM format disk and the Atari format disk will be accessed in it. With one drive, you must swap the source and destination disks during the transfer process. If a second drive is used, it may be any Atari compatible drive. It does not have to be a HAPPY ENHANCED Atari 1050 drive. When a second drive is used, it will be used to read and write Me Atari format disk. The HAPPY 1050 will be used to read and write the IBM PC format disk.

QUESTION ‑ Are there any disks that cannot be transferred? ANSWER ‑ Yes, th a program to be transferred must be a file. Self booting disks and copy protected disks that do not contain all of their information in files cannot be transferred; see below.

QUESTION‑ What Atari DOS can be used with IBMXFR?

ANSWER‑ The IBMXFR program does not require any particular Atari DOS file format or structure. The IB M X F R program uses the CIO to read and write files so it is really DOS independent. W e have tested IBMXFR with many popular Atari DOS programs.

There are soma programs on the Atari that only operate under their own DOS environment. It may not be possible to load and operate IBMXFR with some of these DOS programs. An example of this is the LJK DOS used on the LETTER PERFECT program. Only L J K's programs work with LJ K DOS. It is not possible to load IBMXFR into LJK DOS; LJK DOS does not allow this. Also, LJK DOS doesn't provide any way to convert files created by LETTER and DATA PERFECT into files readable by other DOS programs. This means that text files created by LJ K LETTER PERFECT and data files created by LJK DATA PERFECT cannot be accessed directly by IBMXFR.

There are many special DOS programs on the Atari that will allow other programs like IBMXFR to load in, or will convert th a file into other DOS formats. W e have heard that some Atari users have written programs toconvert LJK LETTER PERFECT files into a format accessible b y other DOS programs. This is certainly possible, but HAPPY COMPUTERS cannot provide these.

QUESTION‑ Can I run IBM PC programs on my Atari?

ANSWER‑ The easiest answer is no. The IBM PC uses an 8088 processor chip and the Atari uses a 6502. Machine language programs can't be interchanged without using soma additional hardware or software emulator, which is not available from HAPPY COMPUTERS. Higher level language programs that share a common syntax on both machines can be transferred and executed. Usually some work is needed to make a transferred program operate correctly.

IMPORTANT: Although you cannot easily run IBM programs on your Atari or vice versa, you can still utilize the other computer as a transfer vehicle for the program. Suppose your Atari could access some bulletin boards or time‑share service that your IBM could not. You could use the Atari to download a program, and then. use IBMXFR to transfer the program to IBM format so it can be run on the IBM PC. Perhaps along distance phone call from that IBM with a modem at work is cheaper (to you) than a call from home. You could use the IBM to download an Atari program, take the floppy home and then use IBMXFR to convert the file so it can be run on your Atari. The important point is that although the program can't be run, it can still be treated as a file of data, and moved lntact from one computer to another. The 6502 doesn't care that you are transferring an 8088 program. It just sees the 8088 program as data bytes.

QUESTION‑ What are people using IBMXFR for?

ANSWER‑ Everything we expected and morel The primary use is with text files. People compose papers and other written works at home on their Atari, and take their converted disks to work to

be printed on better printers which are connected to the IBM PC: at work. Please don't blame HAPPY COMPUTERS if you start getting more of your job done al home.

QUESTION ‑ What requirements are there for the IBM PC side? ANSWER ‑ The IBM floppy disk must be formatted on the IBM PC as a single sided disk using the FORMAT A: /1 command. W

have tested various PC and MS DOS versions 2 and 3 and not found any problem. W e have not heard of any problem with any PC or brand of compatible with regard to the IBMXFR utility.

QUESTION‑ Aren't text files different between IBM and Atari? ANSWER ‑Yes, the Atari uses ATA SCII, and the IBM use: ASCII. Also, a particular word processor on either machine may use its own set of special control characters. Our IBMXFR will automatically convert ASCII to ATASCII and back.

NEW PROGRAMS THAT BACKUP USING VERSION 7.1

Version 7.1 is still th a current version of HAPPY COMPUTERS WARP SPEED SOFTWARE for Bbit HAPPY810 and 1050 ENHANCEMENTS. Since the time that version 7,1 Was released HAPPY COMPUTERS has examined severs new programs that can be correctly backed up by selecting the right PD8 1t11 number. By selecting PDB tile number 23 from the front side of the version 7.1 disk, you can back u p ACE of ACES by ACCOLADE. By selecting PDB file number 1 from the back side of the version 7.1 disk, you can back up INFILTRATOR and TRAILBLAZER by MINDSCAP E. In version 7.1, these program titles are not listed within those P D B file numbers. HAPPY COMPUTERS did not see th ese programs until after 7.1 was released. Now that HAPPY COMPUTERS has examined these programs, we have determined that the programs can be backed up correctly using the PDB file number specified.

7.1 SECTOR COPIER AND OTHER RAMIDISKS

The SECTOR COPIER on the version 7.1 disk must be modified to work correctly with a computer that has the IC D RAMBO X L RAM DISK. The unmoditied version7.1 SECTOR COPIER will malfunction with this R AMDISK. The problem is that the RAMBO is similar, to the NEWELL RAMDISK, but not exactly the same. The SECTOR COPIER tries to use the RAMBO as a NEWELL, which causes the computer to lock up. Refer to the information on the backside of Me 7.1 disk, in regards to adapting the SECTOR COPIER to different RAMDISKS. The correct BANK SELECT CONTROL bytes to be used with Me RAMBO are A3 A7 AB AF C3 CT CB CF E3 E7 EB EF Please note that when you choose the BANK SELECT BYTES for other RAMDISKS, It Is Important to ensure that the internaI BASIC is NOT ENABLEDIII you can't configure the SECTOR COPIER, you can order a special version 7.113 that is already configured to use the RAMBO.
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