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AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL CLUR MBEVBERS
by ALEX PIGNATO
Dear Member:

Do you find that belonging to a
computer club is worthwhile? Do you
come away from meetings. satisfied
with vour contribution to the clubs
advancement? Have you given back a
little of whatever you have received
in the way of knowl edge.
information. friendships?

saving that "C" seeinqg that "A" and
"B" do NOTHING therefore "C" also
does NOTHING and Ye) on, ad
infiniturn! (At this point, @1 guess 1
an feeling like "D", the next to do
NOTHING). Soon the whole club is on
the shoulders of a couple of people

and we now see the famous " BURNOUT",

(see a prior article for a: classic
case history) and then NOD_MORE CLUB!

The reasoning follows A5 SURE AS 71AaY

| f vou answered "YES" ¢to =21l oOf FOLLOWS NIGHT!
the above. then don't bother reading
anymore of this column. because you B for one. (and many other club
are a REAL VEVBER. worthy of members) are getting tired of trying
continuing in an ongoing club. If. to constantly improve the club, and 1
however you answered "NO" to any of personaly, an considering possibly
the above. then consider the quitting the club entirely. @1 have
following: enough projects to keep ne busy for
1 Will you be better off if the the next ten years. and as anyone who
club FOLDS? has been to my home can attest. 1
2. Will you continue to learn new have more than enough utilities.
ways to use your computer. both for games etc. to keep ne busy for many
fun and practical matters. without years. What has kept ne from quitting
the club? up till pow is the many new and
3. Hill vou wmiss vour COVPUTER wonderful friends that | have made.
FRIENDS. i f there is no @#L” HACKERS t hanks to &#£* HACKERS, and ® would
club? miss not seeing them at least once a

month'!

The reason I an writing this
column is because B an just sick and Wake up guys, or one day you
tired of a very small number of won't have nme harping at you to get
people trying to keep the club a involved in the DL HACKERS A.U.G..
viable and worthwhile venture! 1 for Inc. in fact. maybe you won’t have
one cannot and will not accept vour the OL HACKERS CLUB either. Hey.
statement that you are too busy. or maybe that is really not such a bad
that wvou can't write. or that you thing after all. RIGHT? Well, the
can’t volunteer your services in any ball is in your court pal, think hard
capacity needed. or demo a program on what way you want to go! Club or
which you know backwards and eventually NO CLUB!
forwards! Stop kidding yourself,
‘cause you sure as hell aren't Please understand that this
kidding nme because | find that the article is not aimed at all members.
really busy people who have a deep You and everyone else know who fits
love for the club. constantly manage this mold, and those are the only
to contribute! The old saying. still ones 0 refer to!
goes " IF YOU HANT SOMETHING RUNE, Z2-1-
GIVE |T TO A BUSY PERSGMN”.

One of the reasons for a clubs
decline is APATHY, a terrible and
infectious disease. which spreads
like wildfire. After all. why
should "B" do anything. while "A"
does NOTHING and it goes without

Sincerly Yours,

CAN YOUR NAVE GO HERE?

n
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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 198% MEETING

GENERAL MEETING:

AL FEITCHMAN opened the NOVEMBER meeting and denied he had changed the
OCTBBER meeting date to hide it from RLEX PIGNATO. After a rare miss of
an BOL> HCKERS meeting, ALEX was back with us for NOVEMBER (All's well
that ends well). No sooner had AL restarted the meeting when another
interruption took place. JERRY GINSBERG. (in his usual uniform, Suit, Tie
and Jacket), an original 0OL* HACKER, walked in, shook hands with
everyone, and sat down. JERRY is still ATAKP active and now has 2 ATARI
setups, and a private line for his ATARI to access COMPU SERVE etc. so he
can relay messages through their FAX machines for business purposes. Now
here i s another great use for the "GAME MACHINE".

DUES:
Who ever heard of paying yeuwr annual dues a month early? OL' HACKERS
that's who, for they now know that paying their dues early brings these

benifits. Each member who pays at the DECEMBER 9th meeting will receive,
1. A hard copy listing of the 135 club library disks, 2. Any one disk in
the library free (pick of the litter). 3. A copy of the new member

"WELCOME DISK"™ modified by ALEX. (and it is loaded with info. and some
great programs too.) More later about this "GRAMMY AWARD" type disk.

ATAR|I SUPPORT DEPARTMENT:

Three <companies were noted as being outstanding dor their service and
repair of ATARI COMPUTER equipment. Lets support them! They are as
follows:

1. “"BEST ELECTRONICS', 2021 The Alameda, Suite 290, SAN JOSE,CA 95126,
Tel: (408) 243-6950 for hardware and parts.

2. "COMPUTER SOFTWARE SERVICES". P.O. EBOX 17660, ROCHESTER, NY 14617,

Tel: (716) b586-5546, they promise 24 to 48 hour service and two for one
repaires.
3. "ISLAND VIDEO'", CORAM, LONG ISLAND, has pleased many members wikth

their service and software.

USER GROUPS NEWSLETTER:
From the ACORN KERNAL, ROCHESTER, in their article about Club Finances
and Planing for any club, they state that the "NEWSLETTER" is one of the

main cogs in the club. BFnewsletter dates are missed. no indomation is
transmitted to the members and sooner or later all interest will be
lost.

From the NYBBLES & BYTES, PHOENIX, AZ, a very professional looking
catalog of their Public Domain Disk Library from PAUL PARKS. Thanks Faul!
JACK GEDALIUS in his unending quest for goad programs, is reviewing the
catalog, and will advise us about any goodies?

From the HARDCOPY, LEHIGH WALLEY, FA. RONALD MOTLEY, President, hopes
to meet with other USER GROUP OFFICERS and is planning a new regional
meeting early in 1990 (approximately the 3rd weekend in FEBRUARY), in the
NORTHEAST. USA. A possible mini show could be included sometime
thereafter i Fplans can be worked out!

ANNUAL DINNER:

T




All indications point to a 1arge member turn out for the 0OL® HACKERS
second annual dinner. Again this year it will be at TIFFANY>s RESTAURANT
in BELLMORE, on TUESDAY DECEMBER 5th at 7: 30pm. AL BEITCHMAN spent a busy
day at the MELVILLE COMFUTER show recently. Some of the door prizes he
picked up for the dinner, are a POWER DIRECTOR. two DISK FILES containers
(110 file capacity). three RAVEN REIWKING KITS, one DISK DRIVE CLEANER
(donation from CARLOS HURTADGO). By the time you read this it will have
been held, ® hope you were there.

APPOINTMENTS:

HARRY TUTHILL has been appointed by AL a5 our new "EGQUIFMENT MAMAGER".
HARRY will monitor the use of all club equipment and al so coordinate the
equipment needed for monthly demonstratiocns. Enowing how reliable HARRY
has been in other j;obs, I'm sure we have a winner- in this appointmemnt.
Another appointment isS yours truly, who will be the new TREASURER,
SECRETARY, due to the fact that JIM McGUIRE®s job has interfered with his
free time as he is on 24 houw standby duty. We hope h& =tll can make most
of the future meetings.

CATALOG:

Did anyone see the new fall, cataleog put out by "HI TECH EXFRESSIONS”?
Inside the back cover is a testimonial by none other than our past
president ALEX FPIGNATO for their program "FRINT FOWER". (Way to go AL).
Lets keep on supporting this comparny that has always supparted the 8
BRIT!

DOOR PRIZES:

This months prizes and winners are as fnllows:

BIT-BYTER #18 w/doc JERRY GINSEERG

ANTIC AUGUST 89 JI'M HAMMRRGREN

ANTIC JUNE 89 STAN ECHENFELD

AFX PLAYER GENERA- JACK GEDALIUS

tor w/doc

Doc's for DOS XE CARLOS HURTADO., AL ATKINS, HARRY TUTHILL, STAMN
SCHENFELD

DEMONSTRATIONS:

ALEX demo’ed his newly modified "WELCOME DISK". This disk is intended
to explain club functions to new members. The menu cover such titles as,
a Welcome. Meetings, Club Newsletter, Public Domain Library, Publications
Library, Meet Other Users, OL* HACKERS EBS, Swap Meet and Four
Demonstrations. These are DICE, GUESS THE WORD, 2 songs , DIZZY and
AMERICAN MUSIC FROCESSOR (FACE), and thats only on side 1, as for the
other demos on side 1, you will soon be able to have the disk! One by one
ALEX lead the members through each catagory mn the menu.

Next came a demo of "ANTIC'S FERSONMAL SPELLING CHECKER™. The program
can handle up to 10 dictionaries. If desired each dictionary can tue
tailor made to a type of word processor. This is a program which every
member who uses a word processor, should have!

Then came "ALEX"s GAMES" which included old favorites such as "FITSTOFR"
and "FOOL". How about "CASINO" that contained games 1like "CRAPS",
"SLOTS", "HI CARD", and "RUSSIAN ROULETTE".

"MINATURE GOLF" came in the big winner. Almost everyone had a turn by
playing at least one hole.



FUTURE MEETING DATES

Future meeting dates for the 0L HACKERS are:
DECEMBER 9, AFPRIL 14, 1290
JANUARY 13, 1990 MAY 12, 1920
FEBUARY 10. 192Q¢ JUNE 2, 1290
MARCH 10, 1990
All dates are SATURRPAY and are scheduled
PLAINVIEW/0OLLD BETHFAGE LIBRARY.

far 11:3Z0am at the

Remember.. «aa-== the next oL’ HACKER ATARI USER GROUF

meeting is
schedul ed for DECEMBER 2th at 11:30am.

Secretary,
AL ATEINS

L
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MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 1989 MEETING

GENERAL MEETING:

AL FEITCHMAN opened the DECEMBER meeting by thanking the members for
making the 2nd ANNUAL DINNER a success. and a beautiful affair. and fun 'for
all. A splendid meal, super friends and best of all a gqood time. CHRISTMAS
came early as AL had a large bag of door prizes to distribute at the dinner (
listing of the winners later).

TREASURY % MINUTES REFORTS:
AL read the JULY to NOVEMBER healthy mini TREASUHEY report. The minutes
were then read with comments. Both were accepted as read.

NEWSLETTER:

With the passiblility of the club "NEWSLETTER" ceasing publication in
JANUARY, private meetings were held by AL and ALEX, to locate a new editor
to carry on. After these discussions to find a replacement for CARLOS
HURTADO, A new editor has not been found a5 yet. ALEX. CARLOS and AL will be
close at hand to lend any assistance that might be needed. Are there any
EDITORS out there that would c<consider volunteering? ALAN SHARKIS, JACK
GEDALIUS and ALEX are collecting newsletter articles for the "if and when
next newsletter" !

FOTFROURRI:

MICHAEL BRYANT a new OL® HACKERS USER GAOUF member found us through the "A
EXCHANGE". Lookinag for an ATARI contact he was referred to the club by the A
EXCHANGE newsletter. Since MIKE is an active U. S. NAVY man all we can say
is "WELCOME ABOARD. MIKE".

The OL' HACKERS has received CHRISTMAS cards from ANDY EUONGIORNO and
ICD. ICD is a company that has always been very supportive of the 8-Dbit
ATARI COMFUTERS. AL EEITCHMAN will write to thank them.

IN order to spread the word that the ATARI 8- Bl T COMPUTER has more value
than using it as a "DOOR STOF" a few suggestions were voiced. The following
recommendations were made;

a. A notice of «club meetings to be sent to the L. I.NEWSDAY for their
weekly activies column notice- AL H. will place the notice.

b. Frint up handouts to be left at the FLAINVIEW/OLD BETHFAGE LIBRARY and
computer stores that handle the ATARI.

AL displayed an excellent "Printer Catalog"™ received from "MIDWEST MICRO"
after he saw their add in "COMFUTER SHOFFER™. The catalog describes in
detail features and operation of various printers. and appears to be the
most complete printer catalog put out by any vendor.

HORST DEWITZ submitted his version of a membership identification badge
for the members approval. This one looks good and rates serious
consideration.

ALEX read an article from the "L.I.LIGHTHOUSE". In the OCTDRER issue. the
"8—-BIT ODDS—N-ENDS", column written by member JIM HARRIS pointed to the *70s
song hit "UNITED WE STAND"! JIM cited ANTIC’s magazine and disk only
subscriptions, (now bi—monthly}). and AMALOG*S combining the 8- FIT and ST-LOG,
(rumor has it that the December issue will be the last) as further
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deterioration of our 8-FIT system.. JIM listed twa choices, "Give up, you
can't beat them. so join 'em. After you throw out that "Scuzzy" old 8-BIT
system. spend a few gqrand on a shinny new |BM or CLONE. Or choose number
two (my choice) UNITED WE STAND! «(pivipeD WE FALL) ". "WE DO NOT HAVE TO LET
THE 8-FIT FOLD' "', JI M said. His method fur carrying on is;

1. Support the 8-bit companies, ICD or BEST ELECTRONICS, and others that
support us.

2. Buy as much 8- bit software you can afford.

3. Support your LOCAL USERS GROUF, s0in a couple if you have the time.

4. Get a modem and support the local BRBRS7 .

5. Learn to work a programming language, a drawing program. a music maker,
atc.

6. Use the newly learned program to demo at meetings.

7. Get involved in yvouw USER GROUF.

The oL* HACKERS agree that JI M uarrIs "H T THE NAIL ON THE HEAD". We hope

aur members all take heed, and follow through.

poor PRI ZES:

Using STAN SCHENFELD S newly modified "D0ODR PRI ZE" the door prize segment
of the meeting went off without a hitch. STAN had altered the program so
that once a number is hit, that number will not repeat. The prize winners
were;

RIT-BYTER #17 AL ATKINS

Docs by HORST

Bl T- FYTER #18 STAN SCHENFELD
Docs by HORST

PAGE & #54-6 BRAD JAWORSKI
ANALOG CCT 89 HORST DEW TZ
w/Docs

ANTI C OCT 89 ALAN SHARKIS
w/DOCS

ANTI C auG 29 MARRY TUTHI LL
w/DDCS

ANTI C DEC 89 JI' M HAMVARGREN
w/DOCS

O SK HOLE PUNCHER JQCK GEDALIUS

taooks like the club ran a "Christmas Special” for the DECEMBER meeting.
Al NT CHRI STMAS gifts nice!

In addition to all these meeting prizes there was al so a drawing at the
aNNUAL DINNER. AL had attended a computer show and while there stocked up on
even mare door prizes. These winners were:

POWER DI RECTOR CARLOS HURDATO

110 pisk FI LES JIM HAMMARGREN, HORST DEWTZ

RE- I NKI NG KI TS JERRY GINSEERG., JOHN AALTO, HURST DEWITZ,
HEAD CLEANER JDSEF t ERER

'HEAD CLEANER donated by CARLDS HURTADO)

ATART FI T- BYTER USER CLUB:

HORST DEW TZ, USA representative of ABEBUC, took the floor and filled in
ihe members on his yearly trip to GERMANY for their annual CLUE MEETI NG One
qundred and eighty of the six hundred plus members, attended this meeting.
carly in the meeting HORST was presented with a gift, a beautifully bound
+hite loose leaf book with pockets +Ffor floppy disk. The book contai ned



fourteen disks. all related to the "FRINT SHOF" and "PRINT SHO COMPANION"
programs. They included a collection of CAMADIAN, ENGLISH. DUTCH and GERMAN
GRAPHICS. FXCS. and FONTS. HORST immediately donated capies af these disks
to the UOL” HACKERS FURLIC DOMAIN (L 1BRARY.

ABBUC does not have any denb's during their 1st days meeting. They are
done the next day in,,smaller groups., depending on the members interest. A
couple of EAST GERMAN caomputer enthusiasts attended this as their first
meeting and were surprized when they were allowed to vote (unheard of in the
EAST RLBCK). It might be noted that approximately one third of the ABBRUC
membership are wunder 21 years of age. including some of their BEST
programmers! .

HQRST was repeatly asked why we do not hold regional user group meetings
in the UNITED STATES (why don't we?).

One familiar ABREBUC member that HORST met was, JUOE KENNEDY, past FHESIDENT

of the JERSEY ATARI COMPUTER GROUP. Joe stated he will be returning
Stateside JULY 1920. JOE then sent two reviews for our newsletter. one was
on “"DIGITIZED PICTURES™". Horst demoed a sample of these pictures and ALAN

SHARKIS volunteered to demo the program during the JANUARY QL7 HACKERS
meeting.

HORST called, BOB BRODIE. the ATARI GROUF COORDINATOR, on behalf of ABEUC
when he returned to the States. ABBUC had expressed an interest in secwing
"ATARI WRITER 80". EOE? told HORST this "80 COLUMN WORD PROCESSOR"™ will be
available to AFEUC free in FEBRUARY. The program MAY be sent free to
bonafide registered ATARI USER GROUFS. USER GRWUF SUFPFORT FROM ATARI??'???

DEMONSTRATIONS:

ALEX booted up ANTIC'S new " NAVAL BATTLE"™ a classic favorite known as
"BATTLESHIF". This new version has excellent graphics and sound, and should
provide a lot of enjoyment for those who like games.

In order ta find out how good our NAVY is5 ALEX invited the OL' HACEERS
newest member. MIKE BRYANT, to locate and destroy the enemy fleet. MIKE
produced a lot of white sqguares (miss) and very little red sguares (hits) on
the grid. so as might have bteen expected the computer won this round ( ALEX,
was it really fair to start a CHIEF FPETTY OFFICER off at the ADMIRAL level,
wouldn't a little lower rank have been fairer?)

Nest ALEX demo'ed "PERBY DOWNS"™ run at "TURBO BASIC" speed, The <club bet
horses number one and three. of course number two won the race. A lot of
possibilities exist for group fun with this game.

FUTURE MEETING DATES:
Future meeting dates for the OL' HACKERS are:

JANUARY 13, 1990 AFRIL 14. 1990
FEBRUARY 10, 1990 MAY 12. 12790
MARCH 10. 1990 JUNE 2. 1290

All dates are SATURDAY and are scheduled for 11:30am at the
FLAINVIEW/OLD PETHFAGE LIBRARY.

Remember.. ...ss.the nest OL" HACKERS ATARI USER GROUF meeting iS scheduled

for JANUARY 13th. at 11:30am.
Sincerely.
AL ATKINS

REMINDER. the yearly dues are due in JANUARY 12%0.



BGL Digitizer
A Hardware Review

by JOE KENNEDY AREBUC/JACE
And direct to 0L HACKERS through HORST DEWITZ.

When there's something you want and it doesn't exist, what
do you do? Most people just sit and wait for someone to
invent it for them so they can go out and buy it. However
if you are people like ARMD BROX or FRIEDHELM GIESE or KLAUS
LANGENKAMPER Yyou design and build your dreams yourself.
These three guys wanted to have a wvideno digitizer tOo use
with their 8 bit Ataris. Fortunately there was no digitizer
available in Germany at the time so they designed and built
one themsel ves.

What they designed is truly unbelievable. The EGL Digitizer
(The first letter of each of their last names. are a clue as
to where the name EBGL comes from.) allows you to digitize

pictures practically in real time and works with al}
machines that send either an FEAS or RAS signal. In lay
terms {(my kind) that means that it works with cameras,

videorecorders. monitor tuners, stc. The signal is supplied
to the digitizer through a standard RCA <socket. The
digitizer itself is connected to the computesr through the
cartridge port. The software supplisd with the digitizer is
in BASIC. Since the digitirer i= controlled with very few
commands, Yyou can easily modify the saftware for any purpose
imaginable; for instance, wour  awn vidso security system
controlled by an a&TARI. Fictuwrss zaved with the software
are in the normal 62 sector +ormat.

The pictures themselwes are drawn through the aid of a short

machine Jlanguage praogram in Graphics 24'! The highest
graphics mode possible on an 3 EIT ATARI. But hold on toO
your hat! That ain't all! The digitizer reads a picture in
approximately 0.2 seconds. That's right it reads at the
rate of 4 pictures per second and in Graphics 24! For those
old 8 BIT hands who have used Computereyes, remember how
long it +took +to digitize a picture? For those who dun't
remember or haven't used it, Computereyes takes about 2
minutes to digitize a picture at its highest resolution and
that isn't as good as the EGL Digitizer. (I will note

however that Cornputereyes does digitize in several diferent
graphics levels, but the shortest is at least 7 seconds too
long when compared to the EGL Digitizer.)

As the old saying goes, one picture is worth a thousand

bytes. {(Okay so it's not that old of a saying!} Next to
this review is a picture of my daugther Dana and her friend
Doris done with the digitizer. The wording was added with

Design Master which can be Ffound in most FD librariss.
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Fictures such as this can be converted for use in Newsroom,
Frintshop, etc. Imagine your own newspaper with real
pictures done on an 8 RIT ATARI.

For those who would like a little more technical informatian
the BGL Digitizer reads the analog viden =ignal in real time
and saves it in an 8K static CMOS RAM. This RAM is
connected to the computer through 8 data lincs and a few
control lines and is readable through the address counters.

There are approximately 4 pictures per second displayed on
the screen. The contrast and brightness are adjusted

through dials on the digitizer. The BGI. Digitizer is
constructed out of 22 integrated circuits as well as various
semiconductors and has its aown power- supply. I might add
from personal experience, that it performs equally well with
u. s or EUROPEAN video cameras argd recorders. I use one
reqularly now and haven't used ny Computereves since | gotb
my BGL Digitizer.

The FGL Digitizer is only available to members of AEEBUC.
For details on how to obtain one caontact:

Wolf gang Burger
Wieschenbeck 45
D-4352 Her ten
West Germany.

It is covered by a & months guarantes against parts failure
or construction defects. Hor st has a dewmo disk which he
could probably be persuaded to show that will give some idea
of the pictures obtained with the BGL Digitizer.

m



SUPERDOS?? WHO NEEDS ANMOTHER DOE7

A review by ALEX FIGNATO
Maybe you do! Have you be=n into
the g8 RIT for some time? Still using
DOS Z.3, or maybe even (ugh) the 0OLD
2.0. or worse still the real stinkar,
pos .07 If so, you owe it to vourself
to look into "SUPERDOS", a powerful
intermediate DOS from FAUL NICHOLLS,
from way down under in AUSTRAL-IR,
which sells for a very moderate price
of 820.00. and iIs worth 1t. H.4.
distribution 1is by TECHNICAL SUFFORT,
205 FPeoria Street, Daly City. CA
94014.

The disk comes with
documentation right on disk with its
own printing code iif vou own a
printer. otherwise you for a few bucks
more you can Wwrite to TECHNICAL
SUPFORT for the hard copy manual.

full

Ever wonder what density the disk
vou want to run is in? This DOS will
keep you automatically advised on thss
top line of the screen. and it
supports all three densities, i.2.
SINGLE. ENHANCED. and TRUE DOUELE
DENSI TY ! It al so supports and

automatically senses and tells you the
densities of Disk Drives 1.2y3.4,and
RAMDISK 5 (which is also RAMDISK 3).

How about this for a nice touch?
Just name your extender=
"yourfile-RAM". and on EOOTUF thazzas
programs will be read into v our
RAMDISE. Want more? After programs are
loaded into RAMDISK, vyou can closs
down all vyour drives and run any and
all the programs from RAMDISE with no
device numbers, and behold. no ERRORS.
Nice touch isn't it? Did vou
accidentally delete a program'? Want it
back? NOT TO WORRY! Hit *N* from DOS
to restore the program. (that is if
you haven't written over it). Do ynu
nccaisionally want to use lowercase
letters. numbers, in your file names?
30 right ahead, SUPERDOS will accept
them just |ike SPARTADOS. You can copy
from a cartridge to a disk, TRACE and
try to PATCH up damaged files.

A nice feature is that. the main

miich libve OS5 2 or 2.5,

5 vyou do diftferent thimgs the
zcreen changes oolors, which acts as a
reminder and warning that zcmething is
abont to  be To those who own
. S. DOUBRLERS, 1t allows for SKEW I/0
support. Did | mention that running
"RUK.SYE"  from DOS O LT gives you a
secondary  menu wlith more options than
I can write abkout in this column. Just
one  of friends whio has this

et

wary

A a

done.

ask =18
DOs!

| can truly say that there are
many times when | firid that SUFERDOS
does a SUFERIOR job and because of its
compatability with the ATARI DDS s 2 %
2.5. | feel that this DOS is A5 GOOD
or BETTER than SMARTDOS, TOFDOS  and
MYDOS! T know i f your married to one

of those you will loudly disagree, but

| still feel I'm right.!

The version that | have is the old
one fram 1986, .and | have read that
updated versions came wut called 4.4.
and probably 5.0 which is supposed to
support the YF-5%51 drive, as well as
the MNEWELL 254 memory upgrade fa-
o=
1-19-20

RUERICA AGIBRICA

Do you want

our ATARI 8-Bit
Computer to fall by the way-side.

| know you Don't, so buy your
Software DON'T Pirate it. "You're

only killing your investment.

T



Bit Bvter News

Translated by Horst A. Dewitsz
International Correspondent for and
Member of the OL® HACKERS LIAUG and AEEUCe.V.

Here it is. the middle of January, and I have not had a
chance to write this article. Anvhow, a Happy, Healthy and
Successful New Year to all of you.

As my fellow Atarians and friends at the OL' HACKERS
and LIAUG Users Groups already know, | was again able to
attend the annual meeting of the Atari Bit Fyter Users Club
E. V. {ABRUC)Y in West Germany. The meeting took place in
November in the town of HERTEN.

The meeting started promptly at 11 AM. After the
opening and welcome remarks, WOLFGANG BURGER. Fresident of
ARFUC. had a surprise for me, a collection of FrinmtShop
disks (all FD!)Y and Icon print nuts. neatly bound in a
binder. This was a mements far me, as w=ll as a thank you
for my efforts on behalf of thz club. It was my turn now to
introduce myself and to present greetings from AL BEITUHMARM,
President of the 01" HACKERS znd GREG BROWRM, Fresident of
MAFCDO (Mittany Atari Personal Computsr Organizationy. Gifts
of FD software for ABRUC from these 07 H&CKEREZE., NAFPLCO  and
LIAUG were exchanged as well. & brief guestion and ans
period followeds demonstrating  the 1 .arest of our b
German friends in our tiub activitiss and ATARI of cour
The proceedings then continued with club Elactions =
officers were re-eplected?. Treasury report=s, DId and
Business etc.. The mesting endsd at abeut Z.30 PR, +31 ] owec
by a computer show/fair. Ons waz able to view hardware and
software projects in the making, displays of pirogramming
skills, the ARBUC Mailbaox (BES). Aleotpresent were seversl
vendors, selling saofttwars=, hardwares  enhancements and
publications. It made far an + ting afternoon. I again

became the {focal point fo the local and regional DFL::‘
having traveled the fzrthest to attend the meeting ma it
something special for them. Tha {:ir ended at about 4,30 PH,
after which a few member: z2rd 1. dncludicg the club
officers, retired *: a iocal pub for foad aznd fibations  and
more Atari dizcussians.

ABRULC., at the meetinn tasz 530 members s=trong nation
wide. Attending thez mmstina wers about 183 Wi i,
far the first time, two East Garn menbhors.

a=  usual any gqusniouns ncerning the Bit Byiters or
their programs and texi filez may be dirscted to me by
ghons at m=etings ar by . Mzail {ztamped, s=2lfaddressed
envelose please.?

Horst A, Dewitsz

1453 desley Avenus

MNorth Merrick, NY 11544

1L E78-0712 (Eves aftter 7.00 PH:




"SONDERDISK # &"
BONUS DISK "SPACE TROUBLE II*

Translated by Horst A Dewitz
International Correspondent for and
Member of the 01 Hackers, LI&lNG and AEBUC E.V.

Because of ABEUC's sound money management, "Sonderdilsk
# 6" AND A EONUS DISK was possible far members this month.
Being a non-profit organization. ARBUC retuwrnse axcess funds
to its members in the farm of these special disks, Kesep  in
mind that ABBUC has no monthly mestings. all Tl Bt w
information is dispersed in the form nf mailings.

Cansider this, just sending = disk to every member inval ves
sending over 400 disks oput. Mot counting all  ths disks  to
affiliated clubs and friends. To go furthear, thsy also sent
out a professicnally printed 537 page hard copy {in RERMAN
of "BROBTERM" . ABBLULC s leadership truly deserves a big hand
for a job very well done.

"Sonderdisk # & "
fAs usual

t
Untortunately this di
American Atarians. as

almnost all teut.

of interest for the
conoerned.

Side A

INFO. TXT Explains sidse &4 and B

JHY8P. TXT Annual meeting minutes

BAUFLAN. TXT Updatsd list of schematics

USCHECKE . TXT Sample of different order
+orms

USCASH. TXT +or ABRUC members, who liks
to

USEESTELL. TXT order in thz USA

USKREDIT. TXT

KE-SOFT.TXT Advertising for KE-SOFT Co.

FDLISTE. TXT tHnpdated FR Library list

FDECKE. TXT Expisins how to play

salitaire

(available from the ABBUC libirary?

REGIO.TXT Fegional announcements
Side F?
EOBTERM A modem Frogram

Bonus Disk SFPACE TROURLE I1

The text part doszs not = =
the scenes for the gam= to start. You

Y



planet, from which you try to sscape. The game is plaved
with a joystick. DD NOT writs protect the disk, which 1is
copyrighted by the way. :

Disk is selfbooting. To guide yvou through ths start
up:
When you see this: Lo thiss
(Screen display)

Turbo Basic 1.5

Title Screen # 1 Fress »startd

Title Screen # 2

(Space Trouble 11) Fress »starts
Erklaeruna(J/nN} Fi-rass >N<

Eitte Seite 2 einleqen... Turn disk Lo side 2,

press Fentaard

Game screen bottom:

————— >

Fush Take Vase Switch on
Pull Give Help Switch off
Open Read What i s Close

Top bar shows responses (I have no idea what may show up.)
The area below the commands, chows i1tems taken, so far |
noticed "Rlech"=Sheetmetall and "Englander” a plumbers
wrench. | did not have time to play with this game. Have fun
with it anyhow.

This game illustrates again my long standing belief
that users should buy an English-German dictionary, +or less
than $20.—-- in most good bookstores. It makes German PD
software, (available in most club PD libraries), mora
enjoyable and playable.

Any questions concerning the Rit Fyters or their
software will be gladly answered. By phone, at meetings
or via US-—-mail (stamped, selfaddressed envelope please. ?

Horst A. Dewitz

1653 Wesley Avenue

North Merrick, NY 11566

516 378-0718 (Eves after 7.00 FM)

VHERE | S vYyour
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THE RESIDENT

JOE KENNEDY, ABBUC/JACG
And direct to OL' HACKERS
HORST BWVITZ.

through

No this isn't

Graduate"™ with

the sequel to "The
Dustin Hoffman as a
medical student. The RESIDENT is a
CARD that plugs into the expansion
port on the 800XL or 1Z0XE. On the
130XE the expansion port is the
cartridge port plus the small port
beside 1it. The CARD i s addressed :3
soon as the machine is turned on
unless "SELECT" is depressed. (The
same way that "OFTIDN" is depressed to
lock out BASIC.) Now comes the baszsis
for the name "THE RESIDENT". M ICHAEL
PASCHER, the developer of this CARD
has placed DOos 2.5, TURROBASIC
(written by Frank 0Ostrowski), three
different printer drivers, TUREBODRIVE,
and a Monitor on this CARD. Imagine
booting up with TURBOBASIC and not
having to wait for the disk access!!!

When you boot up with THE RESIDENT vou
will immediately see a menu that lists
the various functions mentioned ahove.
At this time you can select whichever

combination of these options ¥ ou
require. While the DOS and TURBOFASIC
options are just what the name
implies, a brief description of the
others is in order. The three printer
drivers are controlled through the
joystick ports. By constructing a
cable which MICHAEL describes in his

instructions there is no need for an
interface to attach a printer which
uses a Centronics style plug. The
beauty of this is that i f you have an

ATARI compatible printer already you
can attach a second and designate it
as device "L: ". TURBODRIVE is for use
with a chip that is similar to HAPFY.
The Monitor is a machine Ilanguage
monitor that can be activated by using
the SHIFT-CONTROL-TAP combination of
keys. You can thenwview or change the
nemory, disassemble ,the memory, read
or write disk sectors and start or
zontinue programs.

Now B have only one printer and it has
an interface already and 1 don®t have
a TURBODRIVE =so | can't tell you
persanally how the printer dr-ivers and
the TURBODRIVE options worlk. However,

a friend bas made the printer cahle
and he tells me that it does -work
without problems. In reality there
are two differsnt cables that can be
uaed. One reguireb a little
electronics but needs only joystick
port 2. The other requires no
eloctronics at all but does use both
joysticlk ports. |  wasn't able to
report personally on the above
functions, but | can say that it is a
pleasure to boot up and have DO5 and
TURBOBASIC so fast.

Where do you get The Resident? Well
there's only one game in town! It 1is
available only to members of the AREUC

USERS GROUF inn WEST GERMANY. That' 5
right!
It's the same group that puts out the

cellent dislkt magazine that HOEST
reviews for your newsletter. For
further information contact:
ARBLIC
Wolfgang Burger
Wieschenbeck 45
D- 4352 Herten
West Germany
or you can contact HORST DEWITZ, who
will help you, I'm sure!
And HAPFY ATARI COMPUTING
to you!!
oL, -
vGuy "BLEaaE VEEPS
CHLUENTEERY
lu‘we‘ll]'m i I%" ET ﬂ'

" II .
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BIT EYTER Pragram Descriptions Disk #
18

Translated by HORST A DEWITZ.
Side 1
DOS. SYS/DUFRP/8YS ——>* DOS 2.9 REFLIC

Color
AUTORUN.SYS —-=> Loads TITLE-BAS

TITLE.BAS/TITLE.FPIC/TIT.DAT ——2
Winning title by Frank Schoen

LLESER.BAS/WRAF.0OBJ "—>* Text. laader
program for all .TXT files on this

disk, either to screen or printer.
This is the new version by Matthias
Reichl

FILM.COM/BILD.FIC ——> A small film by
Friedhelm Giese. These picture were
recorded with the Videodigitizer and
by Page flipping, were played as a
film. Please load FILM.COM from DOS-—
function “L° then press START.

SWING. COM ——2» A Graphic/Sound dema
from Foland. We brought this back +from
Hertogenbosch.

DUF.BAS/AUTO.FRG ——>* A Ramdisk for the
800XL by Thorsten Meyne. Frogram works

only with EIEO-DOS. Format disk, write
DOS without DUF file to disk:. Capy
DUF.BAS and AUTO.FRG to disk. Renams

DUF.BAS to DUF.SYS and AUTO.FRE to
AUTORUN. SYS. Now boot disk and vyou
will have a small ramdisk

Side 2

DOS. SYS/DUF.SYS —-=>
color

DOS 2.5 AERRUC

AUTORUN.SYS —2> Loads the manue

MENUE.BAS —> Loader
Sabath

menue hy Feter

START. TUR/ROWLY . TUR/ROWLYCODRES /RO VHI

H.DAT/CHAR.FNT —>* A game by Christian
Schwarz. Fleaze load TUREO BASIC
first, then start with RUN
"D:START.TUR". This is a game for 1 to
2 players. and it stores highscores.
To store highscores make sure disk is

not write protected.

TAKEL. TUR/TAKEZ. TUR/TAKE.FNT ——* A
game by Carsten Strotmann. Please load
with TURERO BASIC.Directions are within

the game

FOING. TUR —~—> Small graphic demo by
Frank Stadtkowitz, load with TURBO
EBASIC

LOTTOSY.TUR ——3X
Wagner.

Frogram by Burkhard

FRSHOF.COM ——-=
Shop lcons hy Mathias Reichl.
with function “L° fr-om DOS.

Frrint routine for Frint
L.oad

DISKHELF.COM ~—> Copy program by
Andreas Prigl. Allows =zingle sector
copy., muelti coplies are also possible.
Load from DOS function “L7

STEUER. BAS > Payrnll tax
Ralf HMolthausen.
P oram.

program by
Directiaons within the

SOUMD.BAS ——* Sound demo from the USA.
Foll ow directions an the screen.

FECHMEN. BAS ——>
chiildren

Math program for
from the Moetherlands.

N

Power Without thePric

ATAR! USER GROUP

L1



SIT PYTER News From NEWSLETTER an Disk
# 19

Translated by HORST A. DEWITZ
International Correspondent for AERRUC
e. V. « OL' HACKERS & LIAUG.

Hello BIT BYTER.

The following is a <correction for
those of you who have DISK # 18

We are sorry to tell you that we
committed an error on disk # 18. The
program FILM.COM could not be started
from DOS 2.5. When we compiled disk #
18 we tested our programs with BIBO-
DQS (a GERMAN DOS). We received many
questions and complaints. We are sorry
and apologize and hope to avoid future
mistakes. Here is the solution:

1) From DOS 2.5 load FILM.COM
function "L"
2)Use function
address 600
3)Fress START
The program should run now.

with

"M" and give starting

ANOTHER M | SHAF:

As we gqathered from many angry letters
the program DISKHELP.COM obviously was
a pirated copy of the original
SECTORCOFY 1 program, unknown to us or
it would not have been included in our
magazine. We regretfully apulogizes to
the unknown author of that program.

NEW 130 XE

We have news from the USA that atari
has a new mndified version gf the 130
XE on the market.

Here are the details:

a) The memory test tests the eutra
a4k, shown as 4 saguares.

b) The first 48k are tested twiocw a=z
fast as in the past.

c) kKeyboard test does not show 1 T
F4 keys.

d? Copyright 1283 Atari is Liezi g
exchanged for Copyright 1985 dtari z=nd
i s displayed at the end of Frie
keyboard test.

€) The operating system is on a 27256
EPROM chip and takes only half the
memory space of that chip. In the past

186 % g ROM (27128) chips were
needed.

t) 4 chips of the 41464 =erigs replace
the 16 RAM s (41464) .

g) There is a new FIA (&8B21) chip,
compatible with the &5S20/6520A chips

of the gxisting computers.

h) The manual (Rev. IM) is not spiral
hound any more.

Commentary of one U.S.A. club: "LESS
CHIPS, MORE MONEY FOR ATARI Cnrp. ™

MAGAZI| NES:

First Atari magazine {(German—HAD.) and

now ANALOG!!!.- Analog will be be no
more. Last issue is the DECEMER issue.
Another mag lost to the 8 BIT!
Wol fgang.
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Final Editocr?s Message
By
Carlos Hurtado

It.; beer a great year for me as
Editor-—In—Chief of this fine Newsletter.
I had some very interesting times and |
also met riew pecple arnd made alot Oof rew

friends. It was a great learning
experience and wish the new Editor lots
of  luck. I would like to give special
thariks to Rlex Figrato and Krig
Holtegaard for their support and help,
without their help | wzuld be in the

crazy ward. THANHK S 1111

Here are some of the new happenings
arourd :

1. Lenhigh Valley Atari Users group in
Pa, are busy putting together a Regional
Megt ing on Feb. 17,1990, stay posted here
for fuarther details. At press time some
S lacal users groups plan ta be there.
Remember the JACG neeting in NJ? A fun

time was had by all who attended.

. The O01'  Hackers ZND Arriuwal Dirvmer
will be held ann Dec 5th at Tiffany's in
Eellmore, L.1. Ee there o he square!
Please see Horst De Witz fur more
details.

3. WANTED NBW EDITOR!'!'!111Y ] Caome Jan.
1990, 1 cannot contivnue as Editor, but
will be more than happy to help out the

new Editor-. .

4. Rumor  has it that owr President Al
Beitchman picked up alot of goodies at
the Ken Gordon Computer shaw, and plan
to yive them AWAY at the next 01
Hackers Meetimng.

5. Membership dues are due in Jan 30. |f
you pay youw dues on TIME, a special
welcome disk will be given to you along
with a copy of ouwr cwrent library
catalog with over 135 P.D. disks.

€ s VOTE? VOTE! VOTE! In Feb. 1930
elections are coming, FAID UF members
will vote fov new offices.



