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Jorth Rast Atarl Reglomal User Suppert Graup. @
An alliance of Atari User Groups predominately from the Narth
Eastern area of the Unlted States,
TIARUS was organized to provide a netvork of communications
between psople who would aot ordinarily get together but have
comnon problens and concerns. A BBS network is set up, and a -
connon newsletter fssued periodically Is planned. This gives
us 2 broad base of die hard Atar{ users sharing their
problens, concerns, and knovledge. Members Non Members
User groups {n Canada and a¢ far avay as Garsany have choun an
interest {a YRARUS. Fu" Paqe $20 $40
The following list of BBS's support Kearus, with more joining Half Page 812 $25
{n the near future, Quarter Page &7 $15
ABUG Reading area 215-779-7859 Eighth Page $95 $10
ACUTE Lehigh Valley Pa. 115-261-0620
Bit Byters Germany SLIAUG 316-121-8461
Help Ley Allentown area 215-868-4856 Classif'led
JACS . Kew Jersey 201-298-0161
LIAVG Long Island K.Y, §16-221-8462 3 lines Free $3
NEAT NorthEast Pa, 115-335-4805 S Lines Free $4
01'Hackers Nev York 316-221-8462
RACE New York 316-321-8462
SAGE Erie Pa, 814-833-4073
SVACE New Jersey 60991143014
STARR Connect{cut 103-421-4861
Editors note: ¥e made every effort to lnclude all known :
supporting BBS's, If amy were left out, It was pot done (I (%)
intentionally. Any additions or corrections are most welcome
and will be 30 recorded ln the following newsletter,
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APRIL MEETING
MINUTES

Meeting called to order and opened
in due form by President Art Paolini
Jr.

Vice-President Jon Mordosky reported
on the state of affairs with Atari
corporation, they laost money last
year. Jaguar Iis selling as fast as
they can get them on the market.
Atari has settled its® lawsult with
Nitendo. One in four households in
the USA have a computer. Lots of
games beling produced for the Jaguar,
but most of them won't hit the
market until later Iin 19%94.

A new version of Sparta Dos J.2F it
Is shareware and is on one of the
clubp disks for April. Eventually you
will be asle to run Atari 8-bit on
and through your FC. The 5Ts’ have
taken off again due to development
of CD-Roms being available. You can
buy a& new Lynx with two free games
thrown In for $104.94 by ordering
direct from Atari. The last issue of
the magazine "Classic” will be
published in March due to editor®s
personal problems and other
conditions beyond his control, some
people in LCalifornia may take the
Mmagazine over.

Treasurer Rich Kohn reported that
the clutr had $1000.00 in the
treasury at the end of March.

g Buniness:r have to held election
PFf QFfficere for 1994, sinee ne new
nominations were recelved a motion

by John Douglas and seconded by Lou
Mertz the old slate of officers was
declared elected for the year 1994,

New Rusiness: Atari Navy will sail
April 16 or 17th, contact Art or Jon
and the Atari Navy now consists of 4
ships, count them 4. Trenton
Computer Show is also the same
weekend that the Atari Navy wants to

sail.

Motion by Rich Kohn and John Douglas
for the club to get its* *“MIg”
repaired, motocion carried.

Motion by Tischbein and Douglas for
the club to send shareware money to
the proper place for the new Sparta
Dos J.2F. Motion carried.

Art demoed the new Sparta Dos JI.2F
which Is a club disk for April. Art
also demoed the the other club disk
for April which Iis a “Filem” disk
which has lots of Atari items and
what Magazine and what pages they
are on in the magarine and also has
a data base program that you can
make your own lists on for your own
reference.

Little Jon Mordosky demoed on the ST
a very goad game disk called
"Medevial Chess* a good game and a
good Jotr by Jon Mordosky to demo it.
Thanks a lat fellows for ail the
demos tonite.

That’s all the minutes for tonight
folks.

Larry Tischbein
Secretary

T/Theught For\'j
the Month

On a clear disk, you
can seek forever.
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that
the POINTER will point to.
is
the name of the POINTER.
tastly, you need an equaticn to
Figure out where in memory this
really
is. This equation is the same one
we
will use for all advanced record
and
POINTER manipulations.

info = company + {counter ¥ sire)
That's 1t}

tinfor

info -~ The name we gave our
POINTER
company — The ARRAY we used to
reserve

memory.
This 1is the record number
we wish to look at. Since
we have & employees this
will be a number from O

counter -

to
5. This can be a
constant
like I or a variable like
in a&a FOR loop.
sire = The number of bytes in a
record in our DEFINE
line.
Ok, so how do you use it? £asy...

If we want to enter emp]ayee number
3°s information.
info = company +
info.ssnumberl =
info.ssnumber? = 80
Info.ssmimber3 = 4593
Info.department = 3
info.salary = 7
And if employee #2 got a raise to
paycode #10

infe = company + { 4 & sire)
Info.aslary = 10

{ I & sire)
I92

IFf you want to print employee #0°'s

social security number:
infao = company + { O & size)
Printl{ info.ssnumberl)

Pript{ =)
FPrintR{ info.ssnumber?)
Print{*=")

PrintCE( Info.ssnumbers)
The numbers in the record can be

used

Jjust like any other variable.

info.department = 4 ¥ 5
Or whatever. Here is a 1
picture
that I hope will help you
what
is going on.
know,
when you declare a ARRAY
Action!,
the ARRAY name is actuall
POINTER

In case you

ittle
to see
didn’t
in

y a

to where the ARRAY is in memory.

S50, let’'s say our ARRAY starts at

memoiry location 14000. Alsc, I°11

use — to represent bytes. 5So &

CARD

would have 2 bytes, ——.

TYPE employee={LCARD ssnumberl
RBYTE ssnumberl?
CARD ssnumberX
BYTE department,
salary 2

record Q record 1 record 2

_______."__...._....__"_..______

"

14000

To get record 1 we use th
farmular
info = company + ( 1 &
Sticking in the numbers:
info = 14000 + (I & 7)
info = 16007
5c, we
bytes
te location 16007,

recaord Q record 1

/

o

/
16007
To get record Z:
info = 146000 + ( 2 &
info = 148014
Sc, we move our polinter
bytes
from location 16000 to

Is

size)

move our pointer over 7

recaord 2

—— = mm = w2 e w e e - -

7)
over 14

16014
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Action!
and
BRS Express! PRG
Tutorial
by
Thomas M. Johnson

Avallable from

Villa Video's Hargain Cellar
{414) 2465-514%
ExpressNet Node X1l

Action! 1s copyright of ACS, 0SS,
ICDh.
BRS Express! PRO is copyright Grion
Micro Systems.

This tutorial is copyright
Thomas M. Johnson.

This tutorial can be distribute
under
the following conditions:
1) It is free.
2) All of the above
information is intact.

Well, as you probably noticed in
the

last file that POINTERs and records
arent all that usefull by

themselves.

In fact, I decided not to include
a sampie program abocut records
because

I couldn®t think of a good example.
But, when you mix POINTERs and
records you get alot of power. You
may have tried to make a ARRAY of
records. This iIs illegal in
Action!?

Aut, 1f you use FOINTERs to
accomplish

this 1t will work.

Alsc, you cannot have a ARRAY as a
field in a record. Since strings

are

Jutgt CHAR ARBAYS, youi can’e, fap
example, associate a name with

ot her

information about a person. Again,
FPOQINTERs make this possible too.

Even more, you cant have ARRAYs of

strings. You guessed it, POINTERs
to
the rescue again.
covering
all of these in this lesson. You
don®t have to fully understand
+records
and POINTERs to use the concepts I
am
introgucing. You can just copy the
routines, etc. and modify them for
whatever use you have i1n mind.
But,
a good understanding of POINTERs
will
allow you to even more powerfiul
things
in Action!
First, how do you make an ARRAY of
records Iin Action!? First you have
to decide what yowur record will
look
like.
TYPE employee=[{CARD ssnumberl
BYTE ssnumber?
CARD ssnumberl
RYTE department,
salary 7
Now we have to count up the total
number of bytes in the record.
CARDs
and INTs take up 2 bytes and RYTEs
take up 1. So, here we have =2
CARDs
and I BYTEs for a total of 7.
DEFINE size = "7
We have to decide how many records
we
want to hold.
of
small, we only have & employees.
So,
é employees each taking up 7 bytes.
We have to reserve 42 bytes of
MERO’Y
to hold our Iinformation because
& 7=4 2,
BYTE ARRRY compary (43)

I will be

Our company Is kind

Now its time to make that POINTER I
have been talking about.
employee POINTER info

‘employee” is the type of record




record O record 1 record 2
] 2

1}
J

Y

1}

L

16014
But records can®t contain strings.
So
FPOINTERs must he used again to
trick
Action!
what 1if you wrote a game where
there
are multiple levels.
First
player dies, the second player

takes
over, right where he left off.

well,
you have to keep track of the
players
score, level and name.
and
level are easy with records, but
the
name? We'd use this:
TYFE record = [BYTE lavel
CARD score
RYTE namel

when the

The score

why aonly 1 BYTE for the name? This
is Jjust the first BYTE of the
players

name. We'll save more space for it
in a second. Count up the bytes

without the name BYTE. 1 RYTE and
1 CARD = J bytes

DEFINE offset = *J”
We~ 1l save 20 bytes for the name.
50
add the length of the name and the

@Freet value For tHhe sive.
DEFINE sire = 22X«

How many players maximum can play
o

game? We'll just say 8. 8o,

8 & 23 = 164

BYTE ARRAY playvers{(184)

Now we need 22 POINTERs. One like
normal, and 1 to point to the name.
record POINTER active_player

CHAR POINTER his_name
The first POINTER we use just 1like
we have been before.
active_player = players + {(count ¥
sizre)
But to get the name we tse:
his_name = active player + offset
That“s 1it! We"1l so somne
assignments
to record number 4.
active_player = players + (4 ¥
size)
his_name = active_player + offset
active_player. level=l
active_player.score=Q
InputSihis_name)
Now lets output player o.
active_player = players + (& ¥
size)
his_name = active_player + offset
FPrint{Level: *)
FPrintRE{active_player.level)
Printi{"Scores *)
FPrintCE{active_player.score)
FPrint{"Name: »)
PrintEfhis_name)
gz, the last situation like these
is if you need an ARRKAY of
different
sire strings. Let®s say a you need
& program to keep track of your
customers first name, lastname and
the last date the ordered from yoti.
wWe'll say the date is of the form
mm/dd’ yy.
How big to we want each field?

field size in bytes
firstname 11
lastname 14

date ?Try to

declare your sizes 1 bigger
bhecatise strings go From O to 1 less
than their size. This is needed
because, remember, the Jdthtbyte is
the

length of the string.

There are no records involved this
construct. Here we Jjust use
POINTERs to get around. The first

DEFINE always starts at Q.
DEFINE firstpname = "0"
If you want to the firstname to be
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11 bytes, the lastname must start

at the 12th byte. O + 12 = 12
DEFINE lastname = "12"
If the lastname is 14 bytes long

t he
date must start 15 bytes later than

the lastname. This means the 27

byte

overall. 12 + 15 = 27
DEFINE date = "27"

The total size is 27 + ¥ = 34
DEFINE size = "3&4*"

How many customers do you have?

Let’s

just say 10G. 100 ¥ 27 = 2700
BYTE ARRAY data{2700)

Since we don’t have a record only

characters, our FPOINTER is just:
CHAR POINTER ptr

The FOINTER is Jjust 1ike normal
ptr = data + {(counter & size)

Once again, that®s it! For customer

#S5Z:
ptr = data + (53 ¥ size)
Print{"First name: ")
InputS{ptr + firstnpname)
Print{Last name: )
InputSiptr + lastname)
Frint{“Last order date: ")
InputSiptr + date)

AFPROGLIZ2. 002 1s a full featured

phone '
book Based on this last subject.

Just how long have
you been trying to
get on that BBRS?

FOARD BYTES

Fecause many people wrate about
getting more information for .
beginners, I would suggest cajlzqg
one othe older boards in the Lehigh
Valley Area, WESTEX BRS{(410-776-—
7495), which has Jjust started &
separate forum for beginners. Most
bulletin—board system cperators{( or
sysops in BRS slang) and many
regular users will alsoc help with
questions 1f asked.

ATARI ANNOUNCES
TOLL —FREE CONSUMER
SERVICE NUMBER

Atari corporation has
decided with the release of the
Jaguar, to offer a toll-frese
consumer service number. This new
number 1s 1-800—-G0 ATARI. I am not
sure at this time if they will be
offering support for their 1line of
compiiters, or, If this 1line is set
up to handle only the Jaguar.
Nevertheless, this is a good sign
that Atari is making an effort to
support their customers.

Some have said that they
called this new number and have
never been able to get through to
talk to a live person. I can say
from experience that I have called
twice and had no problem getesng
chrough. Both times the person I
talked to was very helpful and
courteous. Lets hope this is just
the beginning of a NEW kinder and
gentler Atari.

Also, Atari has opened a
Y00 1ine for pecple locking for game
tips and hints. This number is 1-
YOO-73I7~RTARI. However, this call
will cost YOU $.95 per minute.



FREE-NET OFPENS
COMFUTER ERYWAYS

FOR JOURNEYMAN

CyberTalk is written by Tom
Steinert-Threlkeld, he writes for
The Dallas Morning News.

CyberTalk discusses peocple, places
and problems populating the
emererging world of computer and
communications networks knowns as
cyberspace. CyberTalk appears every
other Saturday.

As a youngster, John Smith was too
poor to travel very far. His South
Pallas family had no car. He walked
wherever he needed to go, only using
public transportation or rare trips
to downtown.

At 58, he has accumulated a “&3
Chevie pickup, and a *%1 Chevie
sedan and a motorhome. Rut his 83—
vear old mother is sick, and he only
travels in his mind. He pulls out an
atlas, maps out a trip, checks the
mileage and imagines what it would
he like.

To him, the information highway is
an abstract notion, even he could
use his fingertips to tap into the
LI/ factbook, pull weather maps from
NASA and chat by computer with
residents or travelers to get
informations about any destination
he is dreaming about.

Yet he has neither a computer nor
the modem he needs to dial into
Internet, the network of 12,500
computer netwarks that provides a
motherlode of data on demand for
mililions of more well-to-to
Americans. In a good year, the
satellite dish salesman, plumber and
sheetrock repairman might earn
20,000, In another %10,000.
Sometimes there’s “not enough to
even recognize. " Last year was more

800 XL $ &40
130 XE 100
1050 Drv 75

that kind of year.

He is cne of the “havencts, " who
could be left behind as government
documents, novels, games, movies,
periodicals, news and other services
become Increasingly available to
those fortunate enough to plug their
own machines into telephone Jjacks
nationwide. Without equal access,
Americans like Mr. Smith will be
constantly reminded of a direct cor-
relation between being
Informationally and economically
poor.

tinless, in computing, there are such
things as free networks. And there
are.

The Free—-Net movement began eight-
vears ago in that bastion of blue-
collar technical breeding,
Cleveland. The idea: provde a basic
level of computer services to
residents of a given city at no
charge.

In the Ycommunity computer system,”
informations comes from familiar
locales. There’s an administration
building, a post office, a court and
government center, a schoclhouse, an
industrial park, a library and so
forth. Need legal advice? Send your
question to the local lawyer. Need
to chastise your councilman? Send &
nice or nasty note. Want to see how
your kid’s art stacks up to kids
elsewhere

in townf(or even Russia and Denmark)?
Check out the goings on in the
schoolhouse. Want to read Moby Dick
or the details of the national
budget? Check out an electronic
copy, On your SCreerf.

Valunteers man the “bulildings’,
Foundations, individuals,
governments and corporations finance
phone lines, computing equipment and
other requirements. Today 34,000
people use the Cleveland Free—-Net,
making 11,000 calls a day. Eleven

Contact Dr.Hob E-Mail (ACUTE)
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other Free-Nets have popped uhfjn

the United States, two In Canads and
one Iin New Zealand. One Is scheduled
to open in the Dallas area by the
end of March.

Networking electronically is Jjust
like networking in person. Expertise
Is exchanged for free, with the
expectation that others will do the
same for you.

»In and of itself, & Free~Net is
nothing, ¥ said Dr. Tom Grundner,
founde r of the original Cleveland
version and now president of the
Naticnal Public Telecomptiting
Network. "It°s just a computer, ome
software and a bunch of wires.”

“The key to it is the ability to
organize the community, to bring
people from various walks of life
{together) and give them an
electyronic means to ocperate (in).”

The National Public Telecomputing
Network has become a prototype for a
kind of a Corporation of FPublic
Cybercasting that Dr. Grundner
believes could be set up for
computing. From Cleveland, users of
Free-Nets in other cities can get
access to & common fountain of
services, sitch as grade-school study
materials or postions papers of
naticnal politicans.

In Dallas, in fact, much of the
intial funding could come from the
Corporaticon for Public BRroadcasting,
from a $150,000 grant sought by

North Texas Public Broadcasting
Inc., operators fo KDTN-TV and KERA-

FM radic and television stations.

putting a city on the world map,
electonically. A central goal of the
North-Texas Free-Net 1Is to provide a
free Internet account to anyone who
wants one. Computers deployed at
putlic places around the region by
the Dallas Computer Literacy FProgram
and others will provid the access.

This way even those who have no
Postal Service address can have an
electronic mail address, according
to Free—-Net organizer Ken Loss—
Cutler. Peaople who don’t own a
personal computer, like from Mr.
Smith, could download documents from
Scandinavia or communicate with
earthquake victims in the San
Fernando Valley, 1f they so choose.

Someone like Mr. Smith may even turn
out to a more capable driver an the
information highway than anyone
suspects. Even though he has never
baught a perscnal computer, he has
built ocne.

A Free-Net might Jjust be enough
incentive to get him to build one
for himself. "The potential is
unlimited. I might not want to turn
my computer off," he said.

Then he could travel anywhere he
wants without ever leaving home.

Your Editor®s Note: Just a sample
of what Is going out there in other
places in the world. wWhen is
somebody in LVAUG going to give me
articles to put in your newsletters
so I don®t have to get articles from
Texas P

I was awgégpouuud'keakﬂ" efo

38 P ing b
startar Joining in at thegmoiicl’:i?r !
LVALIG neetings. Now I'm a HUNK)

For a company that already provides
instructional television for kids
and adults, this is another way to
provide “womb—-to~tomb education, ”
says the broadcaster s Rrandon
Rarnes.

*+—— Pointed
) * » ¢&—— Glazed

“__"l.‘}— Disappointed

Yet in cybercasfing, the idea of

community computing is more akin to +— Weak
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Watch your thoughts; they become words.
Watch your words; they become actions.
Watch your actions; they become habits.
Watch your habits; they become character.
Watch your character; it becomes your destiny.
FRANK OUTLAW

ON LINE LINGO

Cyberspace: The electronic Community
of owver twenty million people world-
wide who use computers and modems to
exchange messages and Informalion.

E~Mail: Most on-1lines services let
you send and receive messages by
electronic mail, called £-Mail for
short. Instead of writing a letter
and putting it i1n an envelope, you
simply type a message on your
computer screen and designate Its
recipient by using her
Indentification number. Each user
has an on—-1ine mailbox that can
receive messages around the clock=-—
even when you are not logged on.

Forum: A group of on-line-service
users who share a special personal
or professional interest. there are
forums for pecple whose interests
include everything from cooklng and
pet care to professional concerns
such as law or medicine.

Logging on: Using your computer and
modem to dial up and connect to and
on—-line service. Also called "going
on line®.

On—-line: Information storehouses
that let you exchange messages
“chat” with other users, get
Information from electronic
databases, shop for products, make
travel reservations and more.

Real-time chatting: Instanteous
communication where you simply type
what you want to say into your
computer and within seconds, the
words appear on someone else’s

computer screen anywhere In the
wardele Thwn the atfiwr persan
respgonds, and her words appeer on
your screen. It*s like having a
phone conversation except that you

are typing not talking.
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LEHIGH VALLEY ATARI USERS GROUP
Post Office Box 796
Whitehall, PA 1B052-0796

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

OF LVAUG
President........ Art Paolini-(610)266-7312
Vice-President..Jon Mordosky-(610)261-1044
TreaSurer.......... Rich Kohn-(610)433-7643

Secretary....Larry Tischbein-(610)536-5737
Parliamentarian....Lou Mertz-(610)866-2096
Membership.....John Douglass-(610)866-7851
NEARUS Contact..Jon Mordosky-(610)261-1044
8-Bit Librarian..Art Paolini-(610)266-7312
Newsletter...Larry Tischbein-(610)536-5737

SUPPORTING BBS's
A.C.U.T.E.-(610)261-0620
WESTEX-(610)776-7495

LVAUG NEWS
PO Box 796
Whitehall, PA 18052-0796
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LEHIGH VALLEY ATARI USERS GROUP
Meets the first Thursday of
every month
at 7:30 P.M. at the:
Lincoln Technical Institute
5151 Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18105

This newsletter is published by LVAUG on a bi-monthly
basis for their members and on as exchaage basis with
other user qroups. Original  articles from this
newsletter may be reprinted im other newsletters or
posted on bulletin boards providing credit is given to
both the author and LVAUG. The opinions expressed in
this newsletter are those of the author and not
necessarily those of LVAUG.

Articles for this newsletter may be posted oz the BBS's
listed as supporting LVAUG or mailed to the club.
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