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Hinutes of the 4/5/56 LIAUG Meetinq 
b Y 

Georgia Aalto 

John Aaltcn, LIAUG1s President,  introduced himself t o  
the new members and then announced tha t  a 1H4HST wi!l be 
a t  the  seeting,  l a t e r  i n  the  day, a s  well as  Riih Schmitt 
with BBCS. 

Riih went i n t o  de t a i l  explaitling 'Pa in t ' ,  by Atari ,  
comparing i t  t o  the  'Light Pm! and 'Atari  A r t i s t ' .  'Faint '  
has an a r t  show fea ture  but i t  i s  not compatib1e with the  
l i g h t  pen or 'Atari  Ar t i s t ' .  'Fun with Art' from Epyx i s  
basic and iati be found in close ljut bit1.i. 'Rasbrandt' i s  
superior t o  'Atari Ar t i s t '  and the  Light Pen. John Aalto 

,id, an easy t o  use menu, demonstrated 'Atari  A r t i s t ' .  i t  ! - -  
more se l ec t ions  on colclrs and you c in  s i t  back t o  x e ,  
versus s i t t i n g  i l o s e  up t o  the  monitor a s  you do with the  
l i gh t  pen. Also, the  l i g h t  pen cat1 s i r a t c h  i h e  screen. Rich 
Sihmitt demonstrated the  Atari Light hen. Sow of the  
d i f f e r en ie s  a r e  t he  3D drawing, and parallelogram. 

Baik from the lunih break, Jihn began the  ckeetitig 
with old and new business which went towards a general t a l i  
about the  groups ideas.  The Coiipuserve b i l l  was discussed 
and decided tha t  Rich S c h ~ i t t  would be reimbursed b y  L IACE 
for down loading public dosain programs for t he  LIAUG 
l ib ra ry  and BBS. We a l s o  announced the  neu disk; in t!?e 
l i b ra ry .  2ich Siiiffiitt, a s  Editor o i  the i i g h t k u s e ,  i s  
asking for sub~i iss ions  and a l so  wcluld l i k e  hand drawlrigs 
for t he  newsletter  in  addit ion t o  Pr in t  Shop graphics,  So 
ionsider drawing something fiir YOER newsletter .  I t  i s  a 
good cause. 

The Smithtown l i b ra ry ,  aur usual meeting place,  I S  

allowing the  group t o  use the  room c~n the  second Timday 
a f t e r  the monthly see t ing .  During the  groups business time 
Bruce P lea t ,  a sefiber, asked i f  we cat1 look i n t o  appearing 
on Cablevision for t he  purpose of those uho can' t  come t o  
t he  meetings. 

There was more t a lk  on group support and encouragement 
for ideas t o  cake the group be t t e r .  Rich Schmitt discusses 
SIG'S and how helpful and informative i t  i s  t o  have them, 
and asked ior anyone t o  volunteer t h e i r  time t o  teach 
e i the r  a language ri  .e .  Basic, Action!,  Assesbly!, telecom 
SIG, DOS or what ever i s  of i t i te res t  and a l so  t o  have a 
s u b s t i t u t e  SIG Operator for each S:G.. John Aalto announces 
t ha t  soon the re  will  be a video tape on Basic avai lable .  
'OINIRON1 (wri t ten  by David Young? and 'ORNIV!Eb!' was 
d e ~ o n s t r a t e d  by Bruce Plea t .  Then Mike Sihoenbaih 
demonstrated h i s  new j048ST. The eeet ing  ioncluded a t  3:00 
t o  go on in tu  SIGS, general ;o i ia l iz ing ,  and members buying 
l i b ra ry  disks.  

Edi tor ia l  5/56 
b Y 

Rich Schmitt 

'he f i r s t  dr ,- d - -  er of business t h i s  month i s  the  offer  of 

rfiy humblest apologies for t h i s  i ssue  being behind schedule. 
O f  iourse  we have escuses; the  itivolvement with the  
rmpu te r  show, t he  s i z e  of t h i s  i ssue ,  and worst of a l l ,  
the  absence af u~y a s s i s t an t  ed i to r ;  but excuses won't 
g o d u i e  a newsletter .  Please aciept t h i s  small apology, 
with the  proeise tha t  we wi l l  do our best t o  never l e t  i t  
happen again. 

Speaking of computer shows, t h i s  wotith i s  devoted 
aiwost tytt ireiy t o  ;h~jv report;. We have them from the  West 
Caast Coripiter Fai r ,  t he  European shows, and the  local 
Colonie Hi:! show where LIAUii proudly represented Atari .  
There's some great  reading in these  repor ts ,  and some good 
news a iso .  We sti!! have our usual spr inkl ing  of a r t i c l e s  
in other areas.  A wish- list  frok Hal Haber, a review o f  
!Iagniprint, another program entry f r o r  Mike Schoenbach, and 
a look in to  the  world o f  professional typeset t ing  from Chet 
Gottfried.  We a l s o  have possibly t he  l a s t  u~emory expansion 
for the  !30XEFs. This one takes  t ha t  poor l i t t l e  machine 
a:i the  way out t o  !El6  bytes. Good g r i e f .  If anyone 
accoriqliihes t h i s  f ea t ,  l e t  me know. 

This ikay sound a l i t t l e  funny, but I hope you not i ied  
m ~ e  ihanges in  t h i s  i ssue .  I say tha t  because I have t o  
write t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  before t he  newsletter  i s  published, 
and !!s not 1914 sure t ha t  the  changes will work. F i r s t ,  
t h i s  i ssue  was printed and not copied. This i s  a s tep  up 
for us and will  provide advances such a s  producing aore 
copies for l i b r a r i e s ,  computer s t o r e s  and cori~mercia! 
mailing;. Second, ue have brcken a year-long ru l e  t ha t  
every part  of the  ~ e w s l e t t e r  be computer generated. This 
will  be a r a r e  exception though, and was necessary t o  bring 
you the phatols  of the  coti~puter show. I hope they worked 
out for those of you who iouldn ' t  ri~ake i t  t o  t he  show. 
This i s  our f i r s t  attefi~pt a t  including photo's, and I was 
to!d tha t  ttiey may not p r in t  too be l l .  Ucl l l  see . . .  

Oil a very bright tiote; we have been 'publishing on 
borrowed time! t o  twis t  a phrase a l i t t ! e .  This newsletter  
has been printed thrc~ugh the  courtesy of a borrowed copy 
ii~achine, and t i w  was running out. With a l l  the  
advanieriients we have made over the  past  year, I wou!d have 
dreaded the  thought of no-wore Lighthouse. I have been 
informed, by our very own pres ident ,  tha t  a deal i s  i n  the  
works with a p r in t  shop t o  publish our newsletter  eveij; 
sonth. This would provide the  advantages noted above, and 
g i v e  us aI:  a little ffiilr+ seiurity. I uonrt rwiticjn any 
tiare; ye t ,  but you iati bet when the  deal becomes f ina l  t ha t  
:'I! give a i l  the  c r ed i t  t o  the  people involved. 

1 



Well, i f  you've gotten t h i s  f a r ,  then you've heard uie 
mention the  uord 'year1 several  times. That should be a 
good c lue  t h a t  next month's i ssue  idill be our one year 
anniversary neus le t ter .  We've been raking a l o t  of excit ing 
plans for next aonth. i don't make a rfiention of t h i s  t o  
hold anyone in suspense, but we a r e  planning s o w  
surpr ises .  If you haven't writ ten anything for itur 
newsletter  ye t ,  t h i s  i s  your 'Golden1 oppi~rtunity.  And for 
our frequent ;ont i ibutors ,  i'1i1 ioutiting on you for soue 
special  a r t i i l e s .  

Mou you know what happens vhen Louise isn!t  k e ~ e  tc  
ye l l  'hurry-up ... get tha t  f in ishe  d . . . ' ,  ;de get a I a t r  
newsletter  and a :ong e d i t o r i a l .  Xaybe next tiire! i ' l !  
nominate her for  edi tor  and then take a vacsfion duritig an 
important i ssue .  Luckily, Lou will  be back for next month's 
n e u d e t t e r  and the  poor old Lighthouse sare  neeis her 
t a l e n t s .  If we're luiky,  'Ranal u i l l  a l so  find her way back 
t o  give u5 some more !micro-gossip1. We haven't e v n  
re ie ived a postiard in a while (H&mri,71. I hope, a t  :eas t ,  
tha t  she ' s  having fun. Theti again, i f  she doesn't i e tu rn ,  
raybe I 1 i l  go in  search o f  our f avo r i t e  g11s.iip l:~lurfitiist, I 
iould aluays upload these  a r t i c l e s  t o  our BBS and l e t  the 
Sysop do a l l  t he  work iHmimi again???>. .. 

The Librar ian ' s  F i l e  
by 

Jon Chow 

Well, t he  l i b r a r y  i s  nearing the  f i na l  s tages  of i t s  
.rs,l!2vat: , u n .  - - Hopeful!y, i t l l l  be done by next month. 

We ha.{+ had severa l  addi t ions  t o  our l i b r a ry .  We nou 
have the  858 version of t he  very popular '10138 Expre5s11 . ... ..; .. . ? .,.. ,.. I cc-2 rL.. -. - ?  

> c i  ~ i , ~ , , u .  pr i,iri.mii. ~ , i e  c i p t  r,,!' wi!: with jus t  about 
. , 
i... i . . . l . . i  

G.,. i , ; u u t l ~ ,  9ilJ!lhYli np t o  an 8501, and i s  by far  t he  best 
terminal program around, i o s r e r i i a l  or public doeain. On 
L k  ,., L - - l .  -:i. - 
b , l e  iliicr; j r b t  o: the  s a w  disk ve have the  newest addi t ion  
t o  t he  Amoder s e r i e s ,  'Awodem 7.22'. The major d i f ference  
in  t h i s  one i r  t ha t  i t  is io spa t ib l e  with t he  new Xfl-3H1 
modem. Both for 52, what a buy! (So go buy i t !  

Another i n t e r e s t i ng  addit ion i s  DOS 4.8. When ue read 
the -,..- des i r ip t ion  in the  Antii ca ta log,  ue thought, 

Wow!". But, you know Antic... Well, a f t e r  waiting rany 
sdeeks for i t  t o  ioee ,  we f i n a l l y  did get i t  - dounloading 
i t  off CobpuServe. Well, we have i t ,  i f  anyone wants t o  
:a!;* ; C T ; , ~  ;t u;iag i t .  

G K ,  I guess I had t o  get  t o  i t  some time or another. 
Since everyone e l s e  has had t h e i r  say, 1 might a s  we'll. put 
in my two i e n t s .  Ue a l l  ktiou'pirating is a KiajOr iause  of 
l a ik  of sof tuare  production. Now whether you do or don't 
v ; r d t e  i s  Your  b y -  =It1e3;. - - - -  Before I go any fu r the r ,  and have 
5u!,je Of fiiy J : - -  i t l t i l d s  :;:el %e a s  a h y p i ~ i r i t e ,  1'11 admit 

t h i s :  I n  t he  pas t ,  my ac t ions  haven't been exact ly  lEf lX 
legal .  However, : intend t o  ihange - otherwise someday the  
o h ; y  ;ourie o: ~ ~ ~ j t ~ ~ ~ +  wGU1; Lr C -  t he  public domain, and 
soon even tha t  would duindle. I'm not going t o  t r y  t o  
persuaie vou  not t 3  p i r a t e  or otherwise, but j u s t  keep in 
mind tha t  the  computer industry i s  losing mi l l ions  every 

-.- 
yedl t o  software ~p i r a t e s .  If they s top  produiing, t ha t  
leaves us out in t he  cold. The uhole coslputer industry 
d I .  d iy-F.  I d 2 h l  ieading t o  t he  eiutloruic d e ~ i s e  of t h e  tltiited 
Sta tes ,  and s i n i e  a major sarket  i s  in t he  U.S., Japan will  
be pulled doun a l s o  - t he  uo r ld l s  economy ui l l . . . .  Let 's  
not s e t  car r ied  away here, but you get my point,  I hope. 

it;;, I 5Ue5i L L S - C . -  - 1  1 t ha t  : have t o  say. GP- ,t 

Latlr CoLe G p  g i t h  i f;>; request thoilgh - i f  any.- - -  
coluu~ti: I 'd apprecia te  i t .  "he Librar ian ' s  F i l e "  sounds 
! : j p J  -: -. ,L , ~ i  lame, iHm,w, .. We kinda l iked i t . .  . -Ed.! 



REPORT FROM THE WEST COAST COnPUTER FAIRE 

by 
6161 BISSON, ANTIC ASSISTANT EDITOR 

ANTIC PUBLISHING INC., COPYRIGHT 1986 
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION 

"Not much.' 

The burned-out e x h i b i t o r s  and jaded ioffiputer 
j o u r n a l i s t s  sa id  i t  again and again. A f t e r  th ree  ffiajor 
shows i n  Europe, the West Coast Computer Fa i re  i n  San 
Francisco looked l i k e  a swap meet i n  io rpar iso t i .  Press 
grumbled t ha t  t he re  were no r e a l  innovators  as ample crowds 
swarmed around a s l i m  d i sp lay  o f  new products. 

But f o r  A t a r i  users, %ot auch" was enough. The 
i ndus t r y  i s  beginning t o  take  A t a r i  Corp. and t he  ST 
coffiputer ser ious ly ,  and i t  i s  r e f r esh ing  not t o  have t o  
hunt f o r  A t a r i  products a t  a show. The only hunt ing I d i d  
was burrowing thrsugh dense crowds t o  get a gi iwpse o f  the  
ST and 130XE i n  ac t ion .  

THE 528 HAC 

The t h i ckes t  crowds were i l a a o r i n g  around t he  San 
Leandro Computer Club users group booth where Dave Seal1 
deronstrated Apple Mac Fa in t  on an A t a r i  1040ST. Small 's 
invent ion,  t he  Data P a i i f i c  MaiCart i idge,  a l l o v s  the one 
megabyte ST t o  run  sof tware w r i t t e n  f o r  t he  Apple 
flacintosh. I t ' s  an ee r i e  s i gh t  wat ih ing  MaiPaint appear on 
t he  l a rge r  1848ST screen as Small z i p s  through witidow a f t e r  
window a t  speeds 2BX fas ter  than t he  l ac .  

Small has a pro to type o f  the  c a r t r i d g e  up and running 
-- w i t h  one minor h i t ch .  I t  requ i res  the Apple Macintosh 
ROH chip. Data P a c i f i i  president Joel  Rosenb lu~  says he 
purchased the  i h i p s  o f f  the  she l f  from an Apple dealer, but 
h i s  small company i s  dest ined t o  have t r oub le  g e t t i n g  
permission from Apple t o  l i cense  t he  RO! i h i ps .  Apple has 
already turned down RUM ch ip  requests f r o r  corporate g i an t s  
General E l e c t r i c  and ATtT. 

Da taPac i f i i  could i o n i e i v a b i y  have users i n s t a l !  t he  
RUMS i n  c a r t r i d g e  thewselves. "This could be a shrewd save 
fo r  A p p l e , Y r a l l  says. As tlac users t rade i n  t h e i r  256K 
ch ips  fo r  more merory, Apple i s  accuru la t ing  a supply o f  
o l d  RUMS that  i d d  be then reso ld  t o  ST owners a t  a 
p r o f i t .  

'I was bored w i t h  prograr r ing ,  ! needed a chalienge," 
says Small, an A t a r i  programmer and w r i t e r  who co-authored 
t he  "fuidebook For Winning A d v e n t u r e r s V i t h  h i s  w i f e  Sandy 
Small. 

Why bother r ak ing  the  ST Nacintosh-compatible? ' I t ' s  
a t i a r i h i s t i c  p rog ra r r i ng , "Sma l l  says. Indeed, Small 's 
hardware t i n k e r i n g  may be the  hacker 's equivalent  o f  
w indg l id ing  o f f  Hount Everest. He s t a r t e d  i n  November o f  
1985. V code-named the  p ro jec t  nAGIC, because t h a t ' s  what 
! thought I was doing,"Smal l  says. Then  I began w r i t i n g  
code, and w r i t i n g  code...and w r i t i n g  code.' 

By' Christmas, a l l  he had on the  ST was a f lacintosh 
frowning face. "Of course i t  vas sad,' Small says, V t  was 
running on the  wrong computer." 

By January, k t  had Velcome t o  t he  f l a c i n t o s h h n  the 
ST screen. V y  f i r s t  r u l e  o f  p rog ra r r i ng  i s :  No pain, no 
g a i n , V m a l l  says. So he subjected h imse l f  t o  pa in  
a l r i g h t :  V played a l l  o f  my N e i l  Young l i v e  albums.' 

F ive  months, and 7,880 l i n e s  o f  machine code l a t e r ,  
David Small f i n a l l y  hacked h i s  way i n t o  the  Mac. To run  the  
MacCartridge, Ssa l l  f i r s t  runs a RAn d i sk  t o  k i c k  6Efl out 
o f  t he  ST memory, then runs 7,888 l i n e s  o f  assembler. And 
yes -- l i k e  ffiagic -- the  ST becomes a flacintosh. 

" I ' v e  looked a t  t h i s  program fo r  a month, so i t  no 
longer impresses me," Small sa id  as he played w i t h  l acpa in t  
on the  ST and created a Mai intosh bouncing b a l l .  "But f o r  
some reason, eve ry t i se  I look a t  t h i s  I t h i n k  o f  N e i l  Young 
singing:'Hey, hey, my, my...'" 

Then someone i n  t he  crowd asked: "Isn!t t h i s  l i k e  
p u t t i n g  a Hot Rod Chevy engine . i n  a Ford?" 

"Oh, n 0 , Y m a l l  r ep l i ed ,  " I t ' s  q u i t e  t he  opposite." 

FLYING ONLINE 

Otie o f  t he  most i n t r i g u i n g  products a t  t he  West Coast 
Fa i re  d idn ' t  e x i s t  yet. NEXA Development deronstrated a 
Macintosh vers ion  o f  Falcon, the  f i r s t  f l i g h t  s imulator  
t h a t  can be f lown by two or more users simultaneously. 
Uhether next door, or thousands o f  m i l es  away, two users on 
separate computers can f l y  w i t h  each other,  or compete i n  
mid-air dog f i g h t s  by communicating w i t h  a modem. 

O r i g i n a l l y  designed f o r  t he  Japanese market, the  
Japanese debut o f  Falcon featured a na t i ona l  V l y  o f f '  w i t h  
dozens o f  users p l ay ing  simultaneously, according t o  NEXA 
president Gi lsan Louie. The Berkeley, CA-based company 
plans t o  develop a color  ST vers ion  v h i i h  w i l l  be 
d i s t r i b u t e d  by Spectrum Holobyte t h i s  summer. 

USERS GROUPS GET I N  THE ACT 

A t a r i  d idn ' t  have a booth a t  t h i s  show, so, along w i t h  
a few t h i r d  p a r t y  sof tware developers, they demonstrated 



t he i r  products in the  San Leandro Computer Club (SLCC) and 
ABACUS users group booths. SLCC showed the  Si lent  Butler 
personal finance program and Atari Planetariun for t he  
130XE 6-bit  computer and the  Atari 20-begabyte ST hard disk 
drive,  dereonstrated the  Hippovision BkW video d i g i t i z e r ,  
the  Shanner :titernational 3.5 inch ST disk dr ive ,  and 
Holaes and Duckuorth HLDbase, an ST database nanageseiit 
system from Mirage Cot~iepts.  The club ant ic ipated  a 
demonstration of t he  Atari ST CP/M emulator, announced l a s t  
aonth a t  the  Hanover Faire in West Germany. However, Atari 
deiided t o  wait. un t i l 1  t he  Spring COHSL;IWT E : t i t i a t \ i i ~  Show 
t o  unveil t ha t  product in the U.S. 

flULTITASKING FOR THE ST 

The West Coast Fai re  a l so  sarked the  f i r s t  appearance 
of EicroRTX, a 863.35 Atari ST multi tasking operating 
system. (Not t o  be ionfused with Micro C Shel l ,  a 843.35 
UNIX-li ke programing environment. The developer, David 
Beckemeyer, c l a i s s  MicroRTX can run standard ST prograri~s 
out of t he  box, be used a s  a pr in ter  spooler,  or allow a 
user t o  run a bu l l e t i n  board and use the  iomputer for a 
separa te  task a t  t he  same t i r e .  

*Multitasking has been a thorn iii A ta r i ' s  s ide  ever 
s ince  the  r e l ea se  of Commodore's Anliga, " says Eeikemeyer . 
He's shooting for a suwer  re lease  date.  

in t he  BETA s tage  a s  of t h i s  writ ing.  

SUPRA MODEMS 

At the  Supra Corp. booth, Alan Ackersan, president of 
t he  Albany, Oregon per iphera ls  manufacturer demonstrated 
mderi~s for both the  Atari 800 XL113iXE l i n e  and the  ST 
cosputers.  The 310 baud &bi t  sodem r e t a i l s  for $53.35, a 
1280 baud model i s  $139.95. A 300 baud ST model i s  $69.95, 
t he  1200 baud version i s  8134.35. Ackermati a l s o  displayed 
several  p r d o t y p e  hard disk dr ives ,  in i luding one he 

i l a i ~ e d  i s  a s t r ea r ing  tape backup. 

THIRD DIMENSION 

ABACUS, the  Atari Bay Area Computer Users group, held 
an all-day meeting a t  t he  Fai re  t ha t  included 
d e ~ o n s t r a t i o n s  of the  ST flusic Studio from AitiVision,  and 
several  Atari products. Later,  Antic 's  Jon Loveless 
demonstrated Tom Hudson's CAD-3D coaputer-aided drauing 
program for t he  ST. The room f e l l  s i l e n t  a s  Loveless drew 
only the  f a i r t  I eb -t out l ine  of a wineg1ass cmscreen, and the  
coriiputer envisioned the  d e t a i l s ,  f i l l i n g  in shadous and 
highl ights  of a three-dimensional goblet .  He then t i l t e d  
+t. , ir - g la s s  ivr several  d i rec t ions .  " I f  you've never had a 
vineglass come tiwards you on a computer screen before,  
v e i l ,  it!.; qu i t e  an experience," Loveless sa id .  CAD-3D 
should be on dealer shelves  in flay. 

PRINTSHOP CLONE 
T w r s r  c . nT ,  OR EMULATE 

If Printmaster i; any good a t  a l l ,  i t ' s  destined t o  be 
a h i t .  The developer, Unison i o r l d  of Berkeley, CA 
deronstrated the program, which i r e a t e s  batiiie's, cards,  and 
s ta t ionery  jus t  l i k e  Broderbund's Pr in t  Shop graphics 
grogram. I t  fea tures  eight type fonts ,  and unlike Print  
Shop, ian do both upper and lover i a se  type, e ix  type fonts  
on a page and i r e a t e  ia lendars .  The $39.35 prograiti 
f ea tu re s  both graphii  and text  ed i to r s  and an optional 
$29.35 Art Gallery. 

SLU66ISH, flUDiALLOUING BEAST #EMS 

Here!.: the  l a t e s t  f r o w  HippoXeus, tiie n;u,:etter 
1 l r u m  - those p r o i i f i i  fo lks  a t  3;-.-.---'-.'- S o f t w - . -  ~ ~ ~ v p p u b d ~ l l d j  o f  F, 

Hippoiord, a new 583.35 wordprocessor i s  the  f i r s t  
laseruriter-compatible ST product. I t  , fea tures  t rue  
rulti-column ed i t i ng ,  fonts ,  word s t a t i s t i c s ,  and 81-column 
edi t ing  and ian iombine p ic ture  f i l e s  from NEOchrome or 
DEGAS ui th  t ex t .  HippoLaser contains the  laser  driver and 
fonts  and r e t a i l s  for $63.35. 

Hippo has released HippoPixe! whiih allows yos t o  
crea te  and e d i t  your ~ u n  custos font; or s p r i t e s  for $33.35 
and Hippoconcept, an $23.35 idea processor. Hippo 1-18 
Pouerhouse, a $133.35 tio~"e ion t ro l l e r  tha t  dims i i g h t s  and 
appliances and the  $143.35 Hippo WAO Educational h b o t  a r e  

If t he  fu ture  of ~ i c r o c o s p u t i n g  has a theme song' i t  
i l ~ u l d  be: 

T C . - . I -  i1irrr.j  at1 Apple I I  i n  a Mac it1 a Kajipro it1 a PC in a 
1040ST.. . i n  a hole in the  bottom of the  sea. 

If you can ' t  imi ta te ,  emulate. This seesed t o  be the  
predominant theme during the  most recent uave of computer 
shows in both the United S t a t e s  and abroad a s  Atari Corp. 
and th i rd- par ty  developers announied products t ha t  may one 
day make the  1040ST compatible u i th  not one but three  
operating systems: MSIDOS, CP/M and the  Apple Macintosh OS. 

Jus t  a s  we uere a t  l a s t  ready t o  re turn  our a t t en t ions  
t o  The Operating System -- t he  STIS very oun TOS -- Antic 
re ie ived word of yet another. Cali fornia-based Computer 
Applications (developers of the  I1 in a flac, an Apple I1 
emulator for t he  flacintosh) has an AppIe 11 emulator for 
the ST in the uorks. 

Operating s y s t e s  eau la to r s  a r e  prol i  fera t ing .  
IacCharlie,  an IBH PC-compati ble harduare addi t ion  for the  
Macintosh, never made uaves in t he  business community. The 
IBN erhulator for Coswdorels Amiga i s n ' t  l i k e l y  t o  e i t he r  
with i t ' s  steep 8700 p r i i e  tag.  As the  industry hunts in 



desperation for standards,  ioffipatibili ty  -- whether rea l  or 
emulated -- wi 11 be an increasingly i spor tant  issue.  

" C l o n e s b n d  uwork-al i k e s b f  popular IEM software 
products a r e  a l so  already appearing for t he  ST. Xirage 
Concepts' H&D Base, and Versasoft 's  ;;:AS ,re foll,jgifig in 
the  foots teps  of dBase 11. VIP Professional i s  playing 
follow the leader t o  Lotus 1-2-3. 

A1 FOR THE LAYPERSON 

The publ ishers  of Computer Language sagazine launched 
t h e i r  second magazine, A1 Expert, the  f i r s t  commercial 
publication t o  cover t h e  f i e ld  of A r t i f i c i a l  In te l l igence .  
Currently the  only publications avai lable  for A1 
professionals and hobbyists a r e  acadetiii research journals 
and expensive specialized newsletters.  V r t i f i i i a l  
In t e l l i gen ie  i s  no longer in  the  hands of the  a i a d e r i i s , "  
says A1 edi tor  Craig Le Grow. 

PRIIE TIIE HACKING 

Cap'n Crunch, The Woz, B i l l  Budge and Lee FeIsenstein 
aren' t  jus t  x i i l l ionai res ,  they ' re  legendary hackers. 
Fabrice Florin has put t h e i r  s to ry  on i e lu lo id  in "Hackers: 
Wizards of t h e  Electronic Age". The acclaimed documentary 
film will  be broadcast d u ~ i n g  the  week of Apri! 2: on over 
58 public t e l ev i s ion  s t a t i o n s  nationwide, 

"This i s  one of the f i r s t  times t h a t  those riiuih 
sa:i.$iie: e ;ec t ro t , i i  p ion  eers - - - -  will  presented in  a pos i t ive  
l i gh t  on national t e l ev i s ion , "  Florin says. Hackers was 
inspired b y  Steven Levy's book of the  same t i t i e  and the 
1385 Hacker's C~onference. I t  a l l  s t a r t ed  when Whole Earth 
Software C a t a l o ~  ed i to r s  Stewart Brand and Art Klelner 
invited over 1RR computer wizards t o  Sausal i to ,  California 
for a weekend of bra ins txxt ing  and hai:iitig un t i l  t he  crack 
of dawn. Florin filmed the  event, sp l ic ing  it1 interviews 
and h i s to r i ca l  f i l e  c l i ~ s .  

Hackers i s  a l so  avai lable  oti 'IHS or Beta hoiiie 
videocasettes fo r  $43.35 fron FABCO, box d l Q l ? ~ ,  San 
f r a t i i i x ~ j ,  !:A 'JJI41. 

TRARlEL NEUS FROM "ATARI RESURGE/4CEn PANEL 
A: IEST COAST rntd XIIT- t 7 

1 , u t l F u \ t F  i A i R E  
BY 

N A T  FRIEDLAND, ANTIC EDITOR 4/18/86 
ANTIC PUBLISHING INC., COPYRIGHT 1386 

REPRINTED BY PERMISSION 

Bi l l  Uilkinson of Optimized Systees Software and Antic 
Wri ter-Award Winner l a t t  hew Ratcl i  f f .  The moderator was 
k n t i i  Contributing Editor David Small, who a l so  
demonstrated h i s  plug-in Hacintosh ST ca r t r i dge  a t  t h e  
Faire.  

Dne ,of f i r s t  questions f ro r  t he  standing-room-only 
audience (which included Byte columnist J e r ry  Pournelle! 
was about A t a r i l s  iomeiteent t o  the  8-bit  product l i n e ,  The 
Traffiiels s t a t ed  f l a t l y  t ha t  Atari would have a eajor 
i o s m i t ~ e n t  t o  the  8-bit  computer business for 3 long time 
t o  come." Sam Trar ie l  spe i i  f ied  several  breakthrough 8-bi t 
developsents coming l a t e r  t h i s  year. 

These developrents include: 

- A plug-in 81-column card including a pa ra l l e l  
p r in t e r  in ter face ,  due t h i s  sumrer a t  a p r i ce  of $79. 

- leeory  chip expansions such a s  Apple i s  preparing 
for t he  I I e .  

- 500K wsory  3.5-inch disk dr ives  for t he  &b i t  l i n e ,  
with a new Disk Operating System being wri t ten  by Optimized 
Systems Software, 

- New national mass-carketer d i s t r i bu t ion  agreements 
-- the f i r s t  one signed with Toys R Us -- t h a t  wi l l  a l so  
grea t ly  improve the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of th i rd- par ty  Atari 
;oftware. 

To t h i s  discussion,  James Capparell added t h a t  Antic's 
re ient  experience shows the  populari ty of t h e  new ST l i n e  
i s  a l so  bringing about a resurgence of i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  
S-bit  Ataris.  

COHPOSITE ST 

Saffi Traffiiel s t a t ed  t h a t  the  1841ST and t h e  newer 528ST 
support corposi te  color u m i t o r s  a s  well as  RGB monitors. 
He said t h a t  Atari hopes t o  be running Lotus 123 on the i r  
I R M  PC expansion box ;it COIDEX next lonth .  The Atari 28 
iCgabyte hard disk 15 going i t i to production, he added. 

Leonard Trar ie l  said t h a t  major ieprovesents a r e  
underway in  a revised ST BASIC and a l so  in  t he  6EH tools .  
Sar Trar ie l  sa id  tha t  the  long-awai ted AIIE sound/speech 
chip i s  "almost a l i v e  and well" a f t e r  extensive 
re-engineering. 

"The Atari Rewrgetice," a panel organized by the Sat) 
Leandro Computer Club, was a highlight of t he  West Coast 
Computer i a i r e ,  The April 6 pane l i s t s  were Atari Corp, 
president Sar Traniel ,  Atari Soft ware Development Vice 
Oresident Leonard T:ami e l ,  Ant i r  pub! isker Jaaes Cappare. A 





LIAUG and the  Computer Shov 
b Y 

Eiih Sihffii t t  
with contr ibut ions  by 

Louise Siminof f 
Jim Woods 

WELCOME TO THE LIAUG CGflPUTER SHOW! ! ! 

Well, t h a t ' s  not exactly t rue ,  but who know's? Therels 
always next year! The corputer show was a i t u a l l y  the  !Long 
Island Computer Show1 held a t  Colonic Hill  in Hauppauge on 
April 12th from 10:00a& t o  4 :00p~,  LIAUG did have two 
t ab l e s  a t  the  show however, and the  r e s u l t s  were grea t .  

For those who may have been as leep for t h e  past month, 
l e t ' s  s t a r t  a t  the  beginning. Jus t  a couple of days before 
our l a s t  ree t ing ,  i t  was suggested tha t  LIAUG should a t tend 
the  Long Island Computer Show. This was a f an t a s t i c  idea,  
a s  we missed the  computer show held in  t h e  Nassau Coliseuffi 
l a s t  year. There was only one r inor  problem; the  show was 
only a week away and we s t i l l  had t o  spend t i r e  t o  prepare 
for the  monthly meeting. 

I have t o  a d r i t  t ha t  I was amazed. The LIAUG o f f i i e r s  
sprang t o  ac t ion ,  saking phone c a l ! ~ ,  plans,  f l ye r s ,  
appl ica t ions ,  walls,  pos ters  and more plan;. There was no 
r e s t  for t he  e n t i r e  week. Ue f i r s t  rented a s ing le  t ab l e  on 
flonday, After r ea l i z ing  the  s i z e  liffiitatiotis of only one 
t ab l e ,  we i a l l e d  back on Tuesday for the  se io t~d t ab l e .  My 
f i r s t  thought uas t ha t  our t ab l e s  needed something very 
special  t o  present our group. I now regre t ted  tha t  I had 
waited so long t o  order Magni-print from Alpha Systems, a s  
the  f i r s t  thought t ha t  came t o  rne was a huge poster and 
t h a t ' s  t he  prograa to  handle the  pr in tout .  See ay ieview of 
t h i s  excellent prograffi in  t h i s  i ssue  for t ha t  s tory .  

Now the work s t a r t ed .  Plans. .. Plans ... Plans. . .  We 
had never attended a iomputer show before and r e a l l y  had no 
idea on how tct present LIAUG t o  the  world. John Aalto 's  
f i r s t  idea was a iotiiputer video. We a l l  agreed i t  was a 
wonderful idea and spent several  h e i t i i  n ights  preparing a 
two hour long video tape  of every good io rpu te r  demo and 
game we could think of.  Then, just  t o  be prepared for 
anything, we paiked up every g ~ o d  piece of software we had, 
plus a l l  our hardware. ;ohti spent the  l a s t  two days 
building an eight by s ix  foot ua l l  t o  place behind our 
t ab l e s  t o  show off our pos ters  and banners, After too sany 
hour; of work, we were s e t  aad ready t111 go, 

Louise and I wet John and Georgia a t  t he i r  house and 
drove out t o  Ci~lonie Hill  together.  We arrived a t  3:00as, 
i t  was already crowded with vendors and dealers  who were 
unpacking and s e t t i n g  up their tables. The trucks and cars  

i n  t he  parking l o t  showed l i cense  p l a t e s  from a l l  over the 
northeast .  After ge t t ing  our passes, we s t a r t e d  s e t t i n g  up 
our tables .  I think we ra ised  sore  eyebrows when John began 
t o  assemble h i s  wall. I know we ra ised  some a f t e r  we put up 
the posters.  They turned out t o  be a great  idea and drew in  
people from a l l  over the  floor t o  see what they were about. 
After several  t r i p s  back and for th  t o  the  cars ,  we were 
ready t o  s e t  up the  equiprent and get t h e  video running. 
Jim Woods showed up about an hour l a t e r  with h i s  256K 8lBXL 
and t h e - r e s t  of h i s  system. Between the  ' l i v e 1  computer 
demos, the  video, the  pos ters ,  f l ye r s ,  atid of i ou r se  the  
f r i end ly  LIAUS o f f i i e r s ,  we put on one keik of a show. 

We thought we were s e t  and ready. We had Jim's XL 
running pic ture  f i l e s ,  ry  130XE running the  bouncing bal l  
and Fuji demos and John's video, with a backdrop of the 
posters,  and f l y e r s  a11 over t he  place. There was 
unfortunately j u s t  one thing missing. Our 1041ST had 
cancelled on very shor t  not ice  t he  night before and we 
didn ' t  have time t o  find a replaiement. We were of course 
very upset t ha t  we uouldnlt be showing A t a r i l s  new l i n e  of 
equipsent, but the  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  8-bit l i n e  was asazing. 
Our disappc~intment d idn ' t  l a s t  long however, a s  only about 
an hour a f t e r  we se t  up, Barbara, of the  L i t t l e  Coreputer 
Shop ( i n  Centereaih, NY. 516-467-4352), stopped by t o  say 
he l lo  (her s t o r e  has been a long-time supporter of LIAUG). 

Iu ih  t c  our su rp r i s e ,  we never did get  the  ' h e l l o f.  
What we did hear was "Where's your ST?" After a short  
explanation,  she sa id  t ha t  LIAU6 shouldn't be a t  the show 
without an ST and graciou;ly offered the  lone of her 
s t o r e ' s  iorhputer. We were surprised and g ra t e fu l .  Barbara 
ran out of t he  show and reappeared not a half  hour l a t e r  
with a complete ST s y s t e r  and a f u l l  box of software t o  
demo. This made the LIAUG booth corple te  and we immediately 
e lec ted  Jim t o  handle the  ST deros and questions.  Thank you 
Barbara, your generosity helped make our exhibi t  a great  
one. And thanks t o  Jim Woods, who handled the  ST l i k e  a 
pro. As a matter of f ac t ,  t he  only bad par t  of the e n t i r e  
day wa; having t o  re turn  the  ST. 

Here's some iomments f ro r  J i r  Woods about h i s  ST 
experiences. 

T h i s  was my f i r s t  rea l  chance t o  use an Atari 520ST. 
I s t a r t ed  out fuabling with the  nouse, sending i t  t o  a l l  
the  places ! didn ' t  want i t  t o  go. Selec t ing  menus from 
TOS, then f i n a l l y  ge t t ing  a demo t o  run. This did take  a l o t  
of time u n t i l  I had been through a few demos. Now I know 
what ST users  ffiean when they say  you'll get used t o  i t f ,  
because before long, you get used t o  the  feel  of t he  rouse. 
You know where everything i s  and s t a r t  zipping the  mouse 
around with a couple of c l i i k s  and running programs, 
k i l l i ng  the# and c l icking i n t o  other programs. Now I see  
why ST users  don't want t o  go back t o  type i n  menus. 





The 528ST was great  and drew a l a rge  amount o f  people 
and pra ise .  I even had a man get s i ck  a f t e r  he learned he 
could have had a complete ST system for  j u s t  about f i f t y  
d o l l a r s  more than he pa id  f o r  h i s  Commodore 128 system. I 
had two people mention they shelved t h e i r  l a c ' s  f o r  an ST. 
The Amiga was being demo'ed a t  t h e  show and people were 
comparing t he  two. Host o f  t he  people were not  t h a t  
impressed w i t h  t he  Amiga over the  ST t o  go and spend t he  
e x t r a  money fo r  one. Those t ha t  commented sa id  t h a t  t he  
STIS co lo r s  were more v i v i d  and r i c h e r  than t h e  Amigals, 
and t he  p i c t u r e  was not  t ha t  much sharper t o  spend t he  
ex t ra  money. 

I was impressed w i t h  t he  machine, (why do we c a l l  i t  a 
machine when i t  uses no moving parts?).  I was impressed 
w i th  t he  graphics and enjoyed using t h e  mouse. laybe 
someone w i l l  w r i t e  a Dos 2 compatible TUS for  my 8 - t i t  
u n t i l  I purchase my own ST. I can' t  wa i t ! ! '  

The r e s t  o f  t he  day was spent t a l k i n g  t o  more people 
than 1 care t o  remember (I d i d  enjoy every s i ng le  
conversation). They were a l l  very f r i end l y ,  and ispressed 
w i t h  A t a r i  computers Whit or 16!. We even had some 
conversat ions w i t h  people who were very happy w i t h  t h e i r  
'o ther1 computer systems, and found them t o  be j u s t  as 
f r i e n d l y  (and j u s t  as impressed! ! ! 1. 

We were a l so  happy t o  see some f a m i l i a r  faces; Simon 
Feld (ST hunt ing),  Norm Wand (ch ip  hunt ing),  E.T. Hadden 
(robot hunt ing),  Hal Haber, Tos G a b r i e l l i ,  La r r y  Jansch, 
Harvey Handell, Harvey Schoen and Ann A lba re l l a ;  LIAUG 
members a l l .  I f  I missed anyone, I ' m  sorry,  but  t he  show 
was very crowded and we were very busy fo r  the  e n t i r e  day. 
I t  sure was n ice  t o  see some LIAUG people there. With a few 
more members, i t  would almost have been a LIAUG 'Dream1 

meeting. 

We a l so  had a v i s i t  from Richard Kurtzman, t he  new New 
York area A t a r i  Representative. Rich was very f r i end l y ,  and 
o f f e red  any support t o  LIAUG tha t  he could give.  Stephen 
# i s e l ,  the  Secretary o f  t he  Long I s l and  Computer 
Associat ion and chairperson o f  t h e i r  A t a r i  SI6, a lso  
stopped by t o  say he l l o .  Steve was very f r i e n d l y  and we 
spent some t ime discussing how LICA and LIAUG could bene f i t  
each other. 

The r e s u l t s  o f  t he  show could not have been bet te r .  
The LIAUG presenta t ion  ( i n  my humble and un-biased op in ion)  
was per fec t .  We made many new fr iends;  handed out over 481 
f l ye r s ,  288 app l ica t ions ,  and 68 newslet ters.  #any thanks 
t o  John Aa l to  (our p res ident )  who could not  have been a 
be t t e r - LIAUG representa t ive  fo r  t h e  show, making our wa l l  
and video, and heading up t he  organizat ion;  Georgia Aa l t o  
(our secre tary )  who amazed us a l l  w i th  her t i r e l e s s  work, 
t ak i ng  care  o f  our equipment and dispensing techn ica l  
advice; Jim Woods (our v i ce  president!  for  doing a 

wonderful job  w i t h  t he  ST demo's, and probably being 
respons ib le  f o r  more ST sa les  than a f u l l  page add i n  Ant ic  
or Analog; Louise Siminof f  (our t reasurer )  who handIed 
everything,  from represent ing Chemical Bank's PRONTO-LIAUG 
o f f e r  and s ign ing  up new members t o  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  and 
repo r t i ng ,  l i k e  a pro; and Rich Schmitt (our E d i t o r )  f o r  
h i s  work on t h e  posters and video, t a l k i n g  more than he has 
i n  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  and w r i t i n g  t h i s  ove r l y  long a r t i c l e ;  
and o f  course t o  Barbara o f  t he  L i t t l e  Computer Shop fo r  
her lone o f  t he  ST system. 

I f  you d idn ' t  sake i t  t o  t h i s  show, you r e a l l y  missed 
one heck o f  an event. Don't worry though, i t  wasn't your 
l a s t  chance. There's going t o  be another show i n  November 
(same place) and LIAUG w i l l  be there,  be t t e r  than ever. 
Haybe t h i s  t ime we ' l l  take  t h ree  tab les? We'l l  keep you 
posted on t h e  next one and hope fu l l y  we ' l l  see you there. 

The Lonp I s l and  Computer Show 
by 

Rich Schmitt 
w i t h  con t r i bu t i ons  by 

Louise Siminof f  
Jim Woods 

Computer 'F lea Harkets', t he  wave o f  t he  fu ture? On 
A p r i l  E t h ,  Ken Gordon Product ions presented t h e  'Long 
I s l and  Micro Show b Fleamarket' a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  Colonie 
H i l l  Hotel  i n  Hauppauge, New York. LIAU6 attended t he  show, 
occupying two tables,  and o f  course we took t he  oppor tun i ty  
t o  look  around and b r i n g  you t h i s  repor t .  

We a r r i v e d  a t  9:18am, t o  se t  up our tab les ,  t he  20,188 
square fee t  o f  f l o o r  was already crowded; not w i t h  
spectators,  but  w i t h  vendors and dealers s e t t i n g  up t h e i r  
tab les .  We managed t o  have our t ab les  se t  up by t h e  i k80am 
opening and wi thout any warning t he  doors were opened l i k e  
t he  f l ood  gates t o  a dam. 

Louise and I stayed a t  t h e  LIAUG tab les  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  
hour t o  help out and see t he  i n i t i a l  r eac t i ons  o f  t h e  crowd 
t o  our presentat ion.  I n  t h i s  shor t  hour we met many 
f r i e n d l y  people and saw t h e  stacks o f  f l y e r s ,  app l i ca t i ons  
and news le t te rs  dwindle rap id l y .  By ll:0Eam we had run  out 
o f  news le t te rs  and had t o  w r i t e  'Please DO NOT Remove!' on 
t he  covers o f  t h e  l a s t  th ree  remaining issues (we even l o s t  
one o f  those) so we cou ld  have a copy t o  show the  people 
t h a t  stopped t o  t a l k .  A f te r  seeing t h i s  i n i t i a l  
en thus ias t ic  response, we decided t o  leave t he  LIAUG tab les  



i n  t he  capable hands o f  John, Georgia and Jim. Taking our 
pads i n  hand, we l e f t  t h e  t ab les  and went on our l i t t l e  
r epo r t i ng  excursion. 

Crowds ... Crowds ... Crowds!!! I iou ldn l t  be l i eve  the  
number o f  people t r y i n g  t o  squeeze betueen t he  i s l e s .  The 
only s i n g l e  i tem tha t  r i v a l e d  t he  number o f  people was t he  
number o f  inexpensive IB! clones on display.  I f  you are  an 
IBR 'Hackerf, then t h i s  show was fo r  you. Everything from 
$688.88 complete systems t o  mod i f i ca t i on  and expansion 
boards t o  i n d i v i d u a l  ch ips  and programs. I have t o  admit, 
though, t h a t  even w i t h  the  vast number o f  IB! and APPLE 
systems d i sp lay ing  var ious  programs, I didnl  t see anything 
t ha t  was t r u l y  impressive. Probably t he  most impressive 
piece o f  sof tware I saw (graphics wise) was a young man 
p lay ing  t he  :BR vers ion  o f  ' f l i g h t  Simulator 2'. 
personal ly,  I thought t he  A ta r i  vers ion looked be t t e r .  The 
IB! d isplayed higher reso lu t ion ,  but poorer d e f i n i t i o n  and 
t e r r i b l e  screen f l i c k e r .  

There was a l so  a s i ng le  dealer t ha t  spec ia l i zed i n  
Commodore hardware and software. Yes, they had an Amiga 
running graphic demos. Yes, the  graphics were impressive. 
No, not more impressive than t he  ST. There were a l so  very 
few sof tware t i t l e s  there  fo r  t he  Araiga, and most o f  them 
from E lec t ron ic  Arts.  For those o f  you who love  t o  argue 
the  'ST vs Amigal, there  were two ST'S and one Amiga a t  t he  
show. One o f  t he  ST1s was running the  same type o f  g raph i i  
demos as t he  Amiga, t he  other (on d isp lay  by I n fo tek ,  Inc.  
o f  E. Patihogue. Pht 516-283-9882) was running a l l  s o r t s  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  t i t l e s .  The opinions o f  t he  people we t a l ked  to,  
who saw both machines, was t ha t  t he  ST uas a t  leas t  as 
impressive ( i f  not eore) than the  Asiga and t ha t  t he  Affiiga 
was d e f i n i t e l y  NOT worth the  cost ,  That should make you 
happy (we kinda l i k e d  those comments ourselves!  1.  

The ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  show uas devoted t o  the  181 
market, w i t h  a hea l thy  s p r i n k l i n g  o f  Apples. There were 
several t ab les  o f  generic i n t e r e s t  and and a few tha t  
supported Atar i l s .  I n  t he  generic l i n e ,  there  were a t  l eas t  
th ree  separate vendors s e l l i n g  chips o f  every imaginable 
kind, and a t  very reasonable pr ices ,  Ue stopped by t he  
Clem-Neff Enterpr ises  (o f  New Jersey) t a b l e  and t a l ked  t o  
some very n i ce  people (we a l so  bought some very n ice  
ch ips) .  At another ' i h i p l  tab le ,  uere very good p r i i e s  on 
the  256K memory ch ips  fo r  those b i g  memory modi f i ca t ions  t o  
t he  808XL1s. Thanks t o  Norm Wand fo r  f i nd ing  the  t a b l e  and 
ge t t i ng  us a good p r i c e  on the  chips. 

I n  t he  d i sk  sarket ,  there  were t ab les  s e l l i n g  d i sks  i n  
s i ng le  q u a n t i t i e s  from as :ow as 33 cents  eaih (these uere 
used) t o  bu lk  q u a n t i t i e s  a t  47 i e n t s  each (new). Other 
t ab les  had name brand boxes and bu lk  a t  s l i g h t l y  h igher 
p r ices .  Luck i ly ,  we found t he  t ime t o  res tock  our l i b r a r y  
d i sks  a t  a very reasonable cost .  There was even a t a b l e  
that specialized in technical books ( f r m  S i i i e i h  Books in 

farmingdale).  Between the  books, chips, boards, par ts ,  
d i sks  and other i tems ava i l ab le  a t  t he  shou, i t  uas a 
v e r i t a b l e  'Hackers De l igh t1.  I f  you were w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  
the  crowds t o  make your way around the  huge room, t he re  had 
t o  be something t o  i n t e r e s t  you. 

This was not j u s t  a computer 'F lea Harket f  though. 
There were t ab les  occupied by very recognizable names and a 
l o t  o f  t ab les  dea l ing  i n  ser ious  business sof tware and 
hardware. On our l i t t l e  tour,  we stopped by t he  'Hal 
Systems1' t a b l e  t o  see h i s  demo o f  'Computer Eyes1. This was 
an i n t e r e s t i n g  experience as we have mail-ordered several  
i tems from H a l l s  company and we got t o  meet and t a l k  t o  Hal 
h imsel f .  We v i s i t e d  the  Tr iad  Technologies Table t o  say 
h e l l o  t o  Pete Goldring, and l e f t  w i t h  a b r i g h t  yel low 
ba l loon (uh... f o r  Lou, o f  course...). Ribbonland was there  
w i t h  an i n c r e d i b l e  assortment o f  p r i n t e r  r ibbons,  a t  
i n i r e d i b e  p r i i e s .  

Weber tc Son's ( o f  Adelphia, New Jersey! had tab Ies  
w i t h  some great  i tems and some very f r i e n d l y  people (not t o  
mention the  f r ee  samples). They were s e l l i n g  a unique d i sk  
l abe l i ng  product i a l  l e d  'Kangaroo Pockets1. The basic idea 
i s  a t h i n  c l ea r  p l a s t i c  ,pocketf t ha t  s t i c k s  t o  your d i sk  
( j u s t  l i k e  a l a b e l ) ,  then, p r i n t e d  l a b e l s  or  cards can be 
i nse r ted  or removed i n  t he  pocket. No more t r y i n g  t o  peal 
o f f  those gummy paper labe ls .  These came i n  several  
d i f f e r e n t  s i zes  and pr ices ,  u i t h  package deals on bu lk  
quan t i t i es .  Ue thought t h i s  was a great  idea and made sure 
we got a r a i l - o r d e r  form. What we bought a t  t he  t ime was a 
d i sk  case, Another great  idea, these cases are  made o f  
t h i ck ,  t u f f  cardboard and ho ld  75 or 158 d i sks  ( tuo  s izes)  
atid s e l l  fo r  on ly  $8.35 and $18.35. There's a drawer s t y l e  
and one w i t h  a renovable ! id .  Ue thought t h i s  was a great  
box t o  ho!d our l i b r a r y  and couldnlt r e s i s t .  By t he  way, 
these products a l so  are  made fo r  t h e  new 3 .5"d isks  o f  t h e  
ST. 

There was one company there  support ing A t a r i  i n  a b i g  
way. Un l im i ted  Software I n i m l s  'Disk o f  t he  Honth Club1 had 
a huge se lec t i on  of  sof tware f o r  t he  A t a r i  and other 
computers. ! was happy t o  see a couple o f  b i n s  f u l l  o f  o l d  
A t a r i  Apex programs. I dug through t he  t i t l e s  and found two 
t h a t  I j u s t  couldnl t  r e s i s t .  The source code t o  Chr is  
Crawford1s 'Eastern f r o n t 1  and Dale Yocumfs Basic program 
l Iasher l .  I wanted these t i t l e s  fo r  years and missed them 
from Atar i .  Un l im i ted  was s e l l i n g  t h e  Apex programs fo r  
on ly  $3.80 eaih, two fo r  $5.08. Ya i a n l t  beat t h a t !  

A deal I am s t i l l  so r r y  t h a t  I passed up was L iusk i  
I n te rna t i ona l  I ncm ls  o f f e r  o f  a Smart Team 38811288 baud 
modem for  on ly  $168.618. That 's  a good p r i c e  fo r  a good 
modem. Well, maybe i n  November? Sometimes i t  pays t o  look 
a t  t he  fIB!l tab les ,  they use modems too !  We a l so  saw the  
Nu t r i p l an  D ie t  tab les ,  running t h e i r  sof tware on Apple 
caputers ;  Paine-Neber ui th several tables  profficit ing the 



Dow Jones news retrieval service; and more chips and parts. 

Our l i t t l e  reporting tour over, we f inal ly made i t  
back t o  the LIAUG table, hands full  and pockets empty. 
Getting back t o  the safe side of the tables, ue vere happy 
t o  take a breather and s t a r t  representing LIAUG. Among the 
hundreds of people we talked to, we were happy to  have Riih 
Kurtzman of Jaymar (the new Atari representatives in New 
York) stop by t o  say hello and offer any support he and his  
company could give. I t ' s  nice t o  knou that someone out 
there is offering support to. the Atari community. A l i t t l e  
la ter  we were pleased to  meet Steve Misel, secretary of 
the Long Island Computer Association (LICA). Steve also 
chairs their  Atari SIG. We talked for some time and then 
visited L:CAfs numerous tables. The main topic of 
discussion was about how LICA and LIAUG i o ~ l d  help each 
other as  user groups. Thanks for stopping by Steve, ue hope 
t o  see you again. 

The rest  of the day was hectic beyond belief.  1 t h i n k  
we talked t o  more people at  the show than ve have over the 
past year. The resul ts  vere well worth the investment of 
time and vork. We handed out over 400 flyers, 280 
applications and 68 nevsletters; signed up 5 new members 
(and applications are s t i l l  coming in ) ;  and met a lot  of 
new friends. Everyone ve talked t o  was impressed with our 
Atari equipment and demos, even the ' lacf  and IBM owners. I 
uas surprised t o  see as much interest  in the 8-bit l ine as 
the neu STfs. I see no reason vhy our good old 8-bit 
machines can't have a long and frui t ful  l i f e .  They are more 
than capable for the average user, and the interest  is 
defini te ly there. I uould reiommend that those big softvare 
companies attend the smaller computer shows, talk t o  
average computer users and groups, ask the average person 
if they vant t o  spend a thousand dollars on a system, and 
THH decide whether or not to  v r i t e  or convert a program 
for the 8-bit maihines. 

The crowds kept coring until  3:38pm, and the hall was 
closed a t  4. We never even unpacked most of the software we 
brought vith us; v e fl l  remember that next time. On a whole, 
the show vas vell vorth atten'ding, as  a vendor or 
spectator. I t  uas a great place t o  pick up  good deals on 
softvare and hardware, and of course meet people vith a 
common interest  in computing. The LIAUG presentation vas 
flavless, the off icers  vere perfect representatives, and we 
generated more interest  in our group than any form of 
advertising could accomplish. Although i t  took us a week t o  
recover, we're ready for the next shov in Movember (same 
place!), and so i s  LIAUG! ! ! See you there.. . 

Hal Haber 

A Numeric Keypad for the 138XE- I knou that the CXsS 
Keypad is available from Atari. I uould l i k e  t o  see 
somebody make i t  useable with ,Synfilef or 'Syncalcf. llov 
that the new 138XE versions are out there i s  no excuse that 
there was not enough memory available for the keypad 
handler. This uould bring the Atari computer u p  one more 
step in the business uorld. Someone could even make sore 
money if they redesigned the keypad t o  match the new XE 
computer design. Here's something that uould s e l l  and the 
designers would not have t o  worry about piracy. There are  
many other applications that would benefit from the keypad. 
Any program that requires a lo t  of numerics could be 
improved. 

A 'Sidekickf type of program- 'Sidekick
y 

is a p rogra  
available for IBH Computers that allow the use of an 
address book,calendar,automatic dialer,appointment keeper 
and calculator to  reside in memory. The user has the 
ab i l i ty  t o  pull up any of these item even when running 
another program. Wouldn't i t  be great t o  have the ab i l i ty  
to  bring u p  an appointment l i s t ing  for today uhile your 
using 'Atar iur i terf .  This 'Sidekickf type program could 
reside in the remaining 64K not being used by the f i r s t  
program. 

Better a r t i c l e s  in Antic and Analog- There seems t o  be 
a lack of good a r t i c l e s  and programs published in both of 
the above magazines. I s  t h i s  because nobody is writing 
anything worthuhile for the 0 bi t  or is i t  that the fee 
paid for a published a r t i c l e  is so low? Hou about better 
ar t ic les!!  I'm sick of seeing new Dosfs and stupid 
u t i l i t i e s .  Doesn't anyone have a useful program available. 
Haybe something that vould be helpful t o  a business, or 
save time at  a household chore. Haybe the publishers should 
consider raising the fees paid for an a r t i c l e  t o  induce 
people t o  write better programs. 

The Panasonic 189811891 Printer Hemory Lapse- Every 
new program that comes out with a printer driver forgets 
about the Panasonic. How come? I t  i s  one of the most 
popular printers used with the Atari. Let's see every neu 
program with a Panasonic printer driver from now on! (Hou 
about the 1892??? -Ed. 



The F i n a l  Step: The l08flXE 
BY 

Scott  Peterson 

Well, t h i s  i s  i t  f o r  me, the  l a s t  ins ta l lment  on t he  
13UXE. I have not b u i l t  t h i s  mother, but t he  theory  behind 
i t  has been b u i l t  and tested.  This doc assumes you have 
already b u i l t  and tes ted  a 5761: 130XE. t o  f i n i s h  i t  you 
u i l l  need t he  f o l l o u i n g  parts;  

Ruanity pa r t  no. descr ip t ion .  
............................................ 
16 41256-15 256K DRAI'S 
1 7432 quad OR gate 
1 7484 quad i n v e r t  bu f f .  
2 33ohm res i s to r s .  

Small p iece o f  PC board. 
............................................ 

Note: On t h e  74 ser ies,  you can s u b s t i t u t e  them wi th  
74LS se r i es  chips, they use l e s s  power.. . 
Tool 5; 

Nothing fancy, a f i n e  t i p  so lder ing  i r o n  and sore f i n e  
u i re ,  etc. l oun t  t he  7484 and t he  7432 on a small PC board 
( f i n .  X ? in.  ). Connect together p i n  14 on t he  7432 and p i n  
14 on t h e  7484 w i t h  a lengh o f  f i n e  u i r e .  This i s  the  t 5v  
supply t o  the  chips, connect i t  t o  p i n  14 o f  any 14 p i n  
ch ip  i n  t he  138XE or p i n  16 o f  any 16 p i n  ch ip  i n  the  
138XE. Next connect a length  o f  w i re  t o  p i n  7 o f  t he  7432 
and p i n  7 o f  t he  7484, t h i s  i s  ground f o r  t h e  t uo  chips. 
Connect i t  t o  p i n  7 o f  any 14 p i n  ch ip  i n  t he  130XE or p i n  
8 o f  and 16 p i n  chip. 

Next, take U23 (U23) out o f  t he  socket and bend up p i n  
17, r e i n s e r t  i t  i n  t he  socket. Solder a p iece o f  w i re  t o  
p i n  17 (U23), and connect i t  t o  t he  7432 p i n s  2 and 5. Next 
connect a w i re  t o  p i n  14 on U23 (PIA) run  i t  t o  p i n  1 on 
the  7484 and p i n  1 on the  7432. Nou connect a w i re  from the 
7432 p i n  6 t o  p i n  17 o f  t he  socket U23 i s  in .  Find t he  
74LS138 you piggy backed t o  t he  eother board uhen doing t he  
576K mod, remove t he  jumper from p i n s  1 and 16. solder a 
u i r e  from p i n  3 o f  t h e  7432 on t h e  PC board t o  p i n  1 o f  t he  
piggybacked 74LS138. 

Put some double backed tape on t he  PC board and s t i c k  
i t  somewhere on t h e  mother board o f  t h e  130XE. 

RAI-CHIP i n s t a l l a t i o n  ( l o t s  o f  them!) Take the  16 neu 
ram ch ips  and cut  p i n  15 on a l l  o f  them i n  h a l f  so only t he  
' f a t 1  p a r t  i s  l e f t .  Nou, you have t o  piggy back them on-top 
o f  t he  64K drams ( t he  lef t-most r ou  o f  chips).  Solder i n  8 
o f  them, connecting a l l  p i n s  except p i n  15, then connect a 

jumper t o  p i n  15 o f  each neu ram chips. l a k e  sure you have 
about a foo t  l e f t  over. Solder i n  t h e  next 8 doing t h e  same 
th ing .  When you get done you should have 2 neu rows o f  256k 
DRAlls solder i n  on-top o f  t h e  64K DRAlls, w i t h  a 2 wires, 
one connected t o  a l l  t he  p i n  15'5 o f  t h e  middle row and 
another connected t o  a l l  t h e  p i n  15's o f  t h e  top  rou. Take 
one w i re  and go out a feu inches and i n s t a l l  a 33 ohm 
r e s i s t o r  i n - l i n e ,  cover u i t h  heat sh r i nk  t ub ing  and do t he  
same t o  t he  other u i r e .  Connect one u i r e  t o  p i n  15 o f  t he  
74LS138 and t h e  other t o  p i n  13 o f  t he  74LS138. 

Your done!!! Sorry, as o f  r i g h t  nou I know o f  no 
so f tuare  t o  run  on t h i s .  I re lease t h i s  doc f i l e  w i t h  out 
t e s t i n g  i t .  ! have b u i l t  t he  small c i r c u i t  on t he  PC board 
and ionnected i t  i n  a 576K 138XE and used i t  t o  move t h e  
memory ins tead o f  t h e  basic c o n t r o l  b i t ,  so I know i t  
uorks, t h i s  l i t t l e  c i r c u i t  works i n  bo th  t he  888x1 or 130XE 
i f  you have something you uould l i k e  t o  use b i t  7 ( s e l f  
t e s t  b i t )  f o r .  I f  you have constructed a 328XE mod and 
uould !i ke t o  use b i t  7 ins tead o f  b i t  5, t h i s  i s  a good 
uay t o  do i t .  A warning though, you w i l l  rega in  your Ant ic  
enhanced rode, but  so f tuare  u r i t t e n  f o r  the  o r i g i n a l  328XE 
mod u i l l  not  run on i t  a f t e r  you do i t .  

I f  you are t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  out your ~emory  con t ro l  
b i t s  here 's a cheat sheet. 

Dec i ma1 128 64 32 16 8 4 2 1 
.................................. 
Cont ro l  b i t  7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

Just  f i n d  your con t ro l  b i t s  and add them up t o  f i g u r e  
out t he  decimal con t ro l  number. When you get done you 
should have i n  one swi tch  p o s i t i o n  a 138XE w i t h  320K, b u i l t  , 
i n  basic and Ant ic enhanced mode. I n  t h e  other p o s i t i o n  you 
lose  Ant ic enhanced mode, i n t e r n a l  baisc but you have l08RK 
o f  rremory, 64 banks o f  16K. By t h e  uay, t yp ing  BYE u i l l  
s t i l l  t h rou  you i n t o  t he  s e l f  t e s t  mode ( b i t  7 s t i l l  
uorks). I f  anyone complete's t h i s  monster, please c a l l  my 
BBS a t  (408?-384-3906, or  leave me a message a t  compuserve. 
( I ! d  k inda l l i k e  t o  hear about i t  t o o ! !  -Ed.) 

Good Luck 
Scott  

NOTE: M U 6  and t h e  LIAU6 Lighthouse make NO 
gaurantees t h a t  t h i s  mod i f i ca t i on  does i n  f ac t  uork, nor 
can ue accept any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  users  at tempt ing t h i s  
mod i f i ca t ion .  We recommend t h i s  mod i f i ca t i on  t o  ONLY 
q u a l i f i e d  techn ic ians  or those w i t h  a COIPLETE f a m i l i a r i t y  
w i t h  t he  i n t e r n a l  uork ings  o f  A ta i  computers and 
e lec t ron i cs  i n  general. 6ood-luck.. . 
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Antic Publisher James Capparell and Harketing Director 
Gary Yost have returned from a tour of three European Atar i  
computer shows including the largest computer show i n  the 
world, West Germany's CEBIT -- otherwise known as the 
Hanover Fair. This i s  part  one of  a three-part report. 

THE IBH-ST 

Real HS-DOS compat ib i l i ty  i s  f i n a l l y  a r e a l i t y  for the 
Atar i  528ST. At an Atar i  computer show sponsored by Atar i  
User magazine i n  London, Atar i  Corp. unveiled a product i n  
the f i n a l  development stages code-nared the HS-DOS Box. 

Designed by Atar i  engineer Jim T i t t s l e r ,  the HS-DDS 
box i s  essent ia l ly  an 8888 microprocessor encased i n  a 
metal box l i k e  a hard disk d r i ve  and plugged i n t o  the DHA 
port. I t  comes with ha l f  a megabyte of memory, an 8888 
microprocessor and a socket for the 9097 math co-processor. 

During a tour o f  three major European computer shows 
including the Hanover Fai r  i n  West Germany, Antic publisher 
Jim Capparell saw the ST running HS-DOS and Nult iplan. 
Atar i  Corp. claims the HS-DDS box w i l l  enable the ST t o  be 
compatible wi th  98% of IBFPC software a t  speeds greater 
than the IBH PC. However, T i t t s l e r  says the box won't be 
able t o  run graphic-based software such as Lotus 1-2-3 
u n t i l  the f i n a l  BIOS rout ines are wri t ten. 

The HS-DOS box a lso o f fe rs  s ign i f i can t  potent ia l  for 
t rue mult i- tasking a b i l i t y  or high-speed graphics on the 
ST. By using the 8888 and 8887 as co-processors for the 
ST, there i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of using them t o  process data 
for graphic screens whi le doing a separate task with the 
68888 microprocessor. The projected r e t a i l  p r i ce  i s  about 
$388. 

Atar i  a lso announced a CP/H operating system emulator 
i n  software that should soon be avai lable i n  the United 
States for $49.95. At the London show, Antic saw l i b r a r i e s  
of  CPH software already transferred t o  ST disk format. 

PRODUCTS AND PROHISES 

For the e ight- b i t  Ataris, the most s ign i f i can t  new 
product was the long-promised 88-col umn adapter that  plugs 

i n t o  the XL or XE computer. A ta r i  had o r i g i n a l l y  promised 
an 88-~01~mfI cartridge, however, the f i n a l  product w i l l  be 
a case that  plugs i n t o  the s e r i a l  port. 

There was an array of new software inc lud ing a 
computer chess program, sophist icated animation software, 
and a $3,888 Computer Aided Design system for the 1840ST 
su i tab le  for professional arch i tects  and i n t e r i o r  
designers. Antic saw a var ie ty  o f  C development tools,  
editors, and loads of music and entertainment software. 

A ta r i  User magazine claimed that  the Atar i  Computer 
Show, Harch 5 at the Novotel, London was the f i r s t  
Atar i- spec i f ic  exh ib i t i on  ever. Antic was among 58 booths 
dedicated t o  Atar i  ST, XL and XE. Over 188 new products 
were unveiled and according t o  A ta r i  User magazine, 
aproxirately two t h i r d s  of the products on display were for 
the 8-bit  Atar i  computers. However, most o f  those products 
were aimed a t  the U.K. market, such a t  Atar i ls release of 
the XC11, a replacement for the 1818 cassette deck t o  be 
bundled with the 130XE. 

Computer Concepts from Hempstead, England showed a 
prel iminary version of  what Antic Barketing Director Gary 
Yost c a l l s  "the fastest BASIC I ' ve  seen on any machine." 
This remarkable ST BASIC supports i n - l i n e  assembly code and 
key words for every 6EH funct ion ca l l .  I t  r e t a i l s  for l ess  
than $108 i n  i a r t r i d g e  form, and should be avai lab le  i n  the 
ear ly  Fa l l .  

Software Punch of  Liverpool showed a small plug- in 
card for the ST that gives i t  two RS-232 por ts  and s e l l s  
for about 58 B r i t i s h  pounds. The software house i s  working 
on an Ethernet-compatible network of  cables that allow ST 
computers t o  share information. 

For three s o l i d  days, Je f f  Hinter,  the wild-haired, 
23-year-old president of Llamasof t demonstrated h i s  
creation, the Colourspace l i g h t  synthesizer. A BARCD video 
pro ject ion system beamed h i s  pulsat ing kaleidoscopic images 
on an 8-foot diagonal screen. Je f f ' s  PUP was s t a f f i n g  the 
booth, s e l l i n g  h i s  ST Colourspace t o  eager crowds. The 
$29.95 program i s  avai lable i n  the U.S. through Apex 
D is t r i bu t ion  i n  Boston, Hass. 

Recently Hinter rented London's Baker planetarium t o  
demonstarte Colourspace t o  the press. Not surpr is ingly,  i n  
the Colourspace mannual, he c i t e s  as h i s  influences, "Pink 
Floyd, Rush and L a s e r i u m . V A  popular laser l i g h t  show 
that appears i n  planetariums.) 

Hetacomco w i l l  port  a f u l l  implementation of Cambridge 
LISP t o  the ST and i s  aiming for a F a l l  release of  the 
promised product. 

Supra Corp. o f  Albany, Oregon was showing the i r  28 
12 



megabyte hard disk. (It should be avai lable from loca l  
r e t a i l e r s  i n  the near future). The $1,000 p r i ce  seems a 
b i t  steep, but i t  i s  reportedly three times faster than the 
not-yet-available Atar i  hard disk. John Wiley, President o f  
Supra, showed Antic a 60 megabyte hard disk prototype and 
hinted about a future streaming tape backup. 

H i r ro rso f t  announced Fleet Street Editor, a word 
processing and graphics page layout program that  functions 
l i k e  Springboard's Newsroom on the Apple 11, but produces 
'professional l eve l  ' desktop publ ishing and 
photocomposition on the ST. Look for Fleet Street Editor 
t o  h i t  the U.S. t h i s  summer. Hicrodeal announced 
Disk-Help, a $23.95 disk recovery program. 

Hi rac le  Technology Ltd. o f  England was showing 
Hulti-VieutermlDatatari, an 8-bit  communications program 
and s e r i a l  in ter face capable of  accessing graphic-based 
videotext, electronic mail, and telex. The in ter face i s  
equipped u i t h  a 25-way plug t o  f i t  several modems. 

TRANS-ATLANTIC SOFTWARE 

Perhaps the most s ign i f i can t  trend i n  softuare i s  the 
increasing communication between European and American 
softuare houses. Huch of  the softuare displayed was 
American product brought t o  the U.K. under l icense or by 
aggressive dealers. For exarple, the United States-based 
Hichtron l inked up u i t h  the United Kingdom f i rm o f  
Hicrodeal t o  d i s t r i b u t e  Timebandit and Hi-Term i n  Europe. 
Likeuise, U.S.-based d is t r i bu to rs  uere searching for 
European softuare t o  br ing back t o  the states. 

The ST i s  already cracking the European education 
market. Univers i t ies  are adopting the ST as the machine of  
choice. Fortran 77, long a standard i n  un ivers i t ies ,  i s  
f in ished from tuo companies -- Philon of  Neu York and 
Prospero i n  the U.K. With GEH bindings included, the 
Prospero version should r e t a i l  for about $150. Fortran i n  
one standard or another has been around since the l a t e  '50s 
and as a resu l t  a l i b r a r y  o f  Public domain 
Fortran-compatible softuare for engineering appl icat ions i s  
already available. 

At the current exchange rate, the Apple Hacintosh 
costs $4,R09 i n  the U.K. Not supris ingly,  the ST i s  eating 
i t  up. Atar i  i s  holding the pr ice o f  ST t o  roughly the 
U.S. equivalent. European programmers and dealers uere 
quick t o  recognize the ST'5 incred ib le  pricdperformance 
ra t io .  

PART TWO: WEST GERHANY AND FRANCE 

Antic Publisher James Capparell recent ly  returned from 

a one month tour o f  computer shows i n  Europe. This i s  the 
second instal lment i n  our three-part report .  

HANOVER, WEST GERHMY - No hype. 

I t ' s  the largest computer trade show i n  the world. 
CeBIT -- even grander than the mighty COHDEX. (CeBIT i s  a 
German acronym for World Center for Office, Data and 
Communications Technology. During the week o f  Harch 12, 
the annual show i n  Hanover, West Germany boasted 2,100 
exhib i tors  spread throughout 205,000 meters o f  display area 
i n  13 bui ldings. Atar i  Corp. was i n  bu i ld ing  13, but t h i s  
time i t  was a lucky number. 

'We've been hearing tha t  the A ta r i  ST i s  now the 
largest  s e l l i n g  computer i n  Germany, but I never believed 
i t  u n t i l  I saw t h i s  shou,' says Antic Publisher James 
Capparell. Every s ign i f i can t  hardware and softuare 
organization from Atar i  t o  IBH uas a t  the Hanover shou, 
including 102 exhib i tors  from the U.S. and exhib i tors  from 
countr ies tha t  aren't o f ten associated u i t h  high 
technology, such as Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Hungary and 
South Africa. 

Atar i  Germany spared no expense a t  t h e i r  l av i sh  booth. 
The center o f  the vast display was almost a restaurant i n  
i t s e l f ,  tempting dealers and r e t a i l e r s  wi th  r i c h  food, 
German Beer and f i ne  chocolates. At the perimeter were 
nearly 50 th i rd- par ty  developers, inc lud ing Antic. The 
exhib i tors  shoued many o f  the same products that  had been 
unveiled the previous ueek a t  an Atar i  show i n  London. ' 

A t  a Hanover press conference, A ta r i  announced the 
HSIDOS box, 20 megabyte hard disk drive, 1040ST computer 
and 520STt computer. Atar i  also spoke o f  t h e i r  commitment 
t o  upuard compatibli ty, pledging tha t  a l l  future plug- in 
peripherals and add-ons u i l l  be compatible u i t h  a l l  ! 
versions o f  ST harduare. Atar i  engineers are uorking on a 
1,808 X 1,000 p ixe l  color monitor for CADICAH purposes, 
u i t h  a companion harduare expansion u n i t  capable of  d r i v ing  
that reso lu t ion on the ST. A ta r i  hopes t o  keep the p r i ce  
down t o  $1,888. Atar i  Corp.'s $49.95 CP/H operating 
system emulator softuare i s  not yet avai lable i n  the U.S., 
but apparently i t  i s  already i n  use i n  West Germany. (CPIH, 
one o f  the ea r l i es t  microcomputer operating systems, i s  
used by the Osborne and Kaypro computers.) 

German computer magazines are already advert is ing CPIH 
softuare for the ST. I n  68008er magazine, there are 
advertisements for Hicro Pro Wordstar 3.0 'fur den A ta r i  
ST.' The softuare i s  i n  ST 3 112 inch disk format and 
requires the CP/H emulator. Anot her German magazine 
featured a rev ieu of  Borland In ternat ional 's  Turbo Pascal 
running on the ST with CP/H emulation. 

Antic picked up copies of  several German computer 



ragazines i ove r i ng  t he  ST, i nc l ud ing  Happy Corputer, ST 
Corputer, Level  16, and 68888er -- a ragazine devoted t o  
68888-based Atar i ST, Apple Macintosh and Corrodore Aaiga. 
Ant ic made arrangements t o  exchange programs and a r t i c l e s  
w i t h  sore o f  these pub l ica t ions .  

A few o f  the  new products on display:  

$ RDS sof tware unveiled, S ideCl i i k ,  an ST clone o f  
Borland I n te rna t i ona l ' s  Sidekick. 

$ A p r i n t e d  c i r c u i t  board CAD development paikage, 
i nc l ud ing  a p l o t t e r  d r i ve r  . 

$ A f u l l  HID1 sof tware package d r i v i n g  a Yamaha DX-7 
synthesizer. 

$ Hany o f  t he  products were business sof tware packages 
wr i t t e n  t o  German business standards, and thus  imp rac t i ca l  
fo r  U.S. use. 

$ F i r eb i r d ,  t h e  f i r m  tha t  developed The Pawn graphic 
adventure game for  t he  ST, discovered a way t o  decrease ; 

loading t i r e ,  and they p lan  t o  incorpora te  t h i s  te ihn ique 
i n  fu tu re  releases. Ant ic a l so  saw several  Gerran 
developers t h a t  had found ways t o  speed up d isk  loads. 

$ A bar-code p r i n t e r  and reader fo r  t h e  ST, co rp i l ed  
and i n te rp re ted  BASIC languages. 

$ A s c i e n t i f i c  l a b  data acqu i s i t i on  system, and a 
sys ter  t ha t  enables users t o  download weather s a t e l l i t e  
i n f o r r a t i o n  w i t h  t he  ST. 

$ Hetacomco w i l l  po r t  a f u l l  implementation o f  
Carbridge LISP t o  t he  ST, s l a ted  fo r  a F a l l  re lease. 

$ Paperlogic introduced an ST Toolbox t ha t  included a 
MS-DOS-like s h e l l  and s e l l s  for  under $48. 

$ Abacus Software displayed a P r i n ted  C i r c u i t  Board 
CAD design sys te r  t ha t  was nea r l y  i n  t h e  Beta stage. 

Hany companies were c a p i t a l i z i n g  on t h e  ST's MIDI 
i n t e r f a c e  w i t h  musical software. The r o s t  i n t r i g u i n g  
e x h i b i t  featured an Analog t o  D i g i t a l / D i g i t a l  t o  Analog 
(AD/DA) workstat ion,  comprised o f  $15,888 worth of  hardware 
powered by an ST. 

VIVE LE ATARI 

And f i n a l l y ,  a t  t he  end o f  an exhausting tour ,  Par is,  
fo r  t he  f i r s t  A tar i- exc lus ive  show ever he ld  i n  France. The 
show featured 58 developers, most were French. 

w i t h  DEGAS and REOchrome, and hopes t o  make arrangements 
w i t h  t he  a r t i s t s  t o  pub l i sh  t h i s  work i n  f u tu re  issues o f  
Antic. But t he  s ta r  o f  t he  show was a pro fess iona l  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  CAD-CAM sys ter  f r o r  a Netherlands f i r r .  

Androreda Software, a Hungarian f i r r  w i t h  o f f i c e s  i n  
t he  Uni ted States, showed two graphic t o o l s  f r o  t he  ST, The 
Anirator ,  a graphic animat ion package and a p i c t u r e  
processor. Andromeda i s  a l so  working on ST versions o f  t he  
c l ass i c  ,A tar i  arcade games H i s s i l e  Cormand, Batt lezone and 
Mi l l ipede.  

The t r i p  v e r i f i e d  both A t a r i ' s  c o r r i t r e n t  t o  worldwide 
ST aarket ing,  and t he  wor ld 's commitment t o  A ta r i .  
Tverywhere we went i n  Europe, I was surpr ised t o  r e e t  
Ant ic readers w i t h  complimentary t h i ngs  t o  say,"ays Ant ic  
pub1 isher  Capparell.  V n t i c  and A t a r i  have f r i ends  around 
the  world." 
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NUT The Run Time Rumor N i l 1  
NOT By w! 

Louise 'Rona' S i r s  

Just i n  case you d idn ' t  catch t h e  above t i t l e ,  t h i s  i s  
NOT the  'Run T i r e  R u m  Ni l ! '  and i t  was NOT w r i t t e n  by 
'Rona'. The reason fo r  t h i s  i s  s imply because we have not  
been able t o  f i n d  our monthly gossip columnist. The l a s t  we 
heard, she had decided there  j u s t  wasn't enough 
r ic ro- goss ip  i n  our l o c a l  area and had decided t o  take  a 
' s r a l l '  t r i p  t o  uncover sore r e a l l y  b i g  s to r i es .  

The l a s t  t i r e  we saw 'Rona' was a t  the  l o c a l  Colonie 
H i l l  Corputer Show tha t  LIAUG attended. Rona was there,  
f r a n t i c a l l y  tak ing  her notes as usual. About h a l f  way 
through t he  show, I not iced a d e f i n i t e  change iome over her 
and t he  obvious t w i n k l e  o f  an idea i n  her eyes. 

That was i t .  The l a s t  I saw her, she was running out 
o f  t he  show mumbling something about lHacro-gossip' and 
Palm trees.  Wc haven't seen her since, a l though we have 
recieved several  unsigned post-cards w i  t h  a d i s t i n c t  odor 
o f  coconut. We can o n l y  hope t ha t  Rona has indeed found her 
'Macro-gossip' and w i l l  be here next month t o  share i t  w i t h  
us. I n  t he  rean t ime, I hope she's having fun, and.... 

T i l l  next  month, and more l icro(Hacro?)-Gossip .... 

I n  France, Ant ic saw sore f an tas t i c  ar twork created 



You Spelled I t !  
b Y 

Michael Schoetibach 

Requires: BASIC, S.A.M., S.A.M. handler from February, 1985 
Ant ic  magazine. 

WHAT I T  I S  

You spe l led  i t !  i s  a program w r i t t e n  f o r  elementary 
school students. Th is  program w i l l  a l l ow  you t o  make a l i s t  
o f  s p e l l i n g  uords t o  be tes ted  on. I t  i s  use fu l  i f  you are 
t r y i n g  t o  study f o r  a s p e l l i n g  t e s t  and don't want t o  use 
one o f  t he  two 'ancient '  methods: Scrambling t he  uords and 
descrambling them or tape record the  l i s t  and p lay  i t  back 
( l i s t e n  t o  your oun voice, b lach!) .  

Not ice  the  prograa asked hou t o  pronounce MICHAEL. I t  
does t h a t  so S.A.M. can pronounce the  uord. Also n o t i c e  how 
I wrote MYKAL i n  my sentence ins tead o f  MICHAEL. This i s  
done f o r  t he  same reason. Rerember t h i s  program i s  case 
sensative. I f  you type a word i n  upper or  lower case you 
must retype i t  i n  t h a t  way, 

Command number 1 i s  f o r  a play-back. The program w i l l  
ask you f o r  a filename. Type i n  the  sare one you saved t he  
data to .  Next S.A.M. w i l l  n o t i f y  you t o  press (START) when 
ready. Whet) you a re  press i t .  Sam w i l l  say: 

11 MYKAL. MYKAL uro te  t h i s  program." 

1 prov ide  a Y p e l l  1 t : " p romp t .  Type i p  

'Number one; spe 

The program u i l  
HICHAEL. 

LOADING I T  
S.A.M. w i l l  say: 

1) Type i n  t he  f o l l o u i n g  l i s t i n g  and save i t  t o  disk.  

2)  Boot up your S.A.M. d isk  w i th  BASIC i n s t a l l e d  and 
type VDO'. 

3) B inary  load (command L) t he  RECITER program and 
e x i t  back t o  BASIC (command 8). 

4) RUN the  saved program you typed i n  and choose t he  
command you u i s h  t o  use. 

THE COMMANDS 

You spe l led  i t !  contains th ree commands: 1) Spe l l  
F i l e ;  2) Create F i l e ;  3) End Program. I f  you d i d  not  c rea te  
a s p e l l i n g  l i s t  you must use command 2. 

(RETURN) pressed a t  any prompt w i l l  abort  cormand 2 
and you w i l l  be back and the  main screen. 

A f te r  choosing command 2 you w i l l  be asked f o r  a 
filename; remember you must type D: ( f i lename) or Dl: 
( f i lename) through D4: ( f i lename) ( inc lude a D:). A f te r  you 
spec i f y  a f i l e  t o  w r i t e  t he  data t o  t he  program u i l l  ask 
you hou many uords you wish t o  input  (we w i l l  use 1 as an 
example). 

Create: F i  lename ?D:MYLIST (RETURN) 
How many words ?1 (RETURN) 

Spe l l  word # l  ?HICHAEL (RETURN) 

Pronounce word HICHAEL 
?MYKAL (RETURN) 

Give me a sentance fa r  f l ichael  
?HYKAL WROTE THIS PROGRAH (RETURN) 

Y o u  spe l led  i t ! "  ( i f  you spe l led  i t  urong S.A.M. w i l l  say 
'That i s  u ro t~g\nd d i l l  ask you t uo  more t imes fo r  the  
same uord before moving on.) 

Command th ree  i s  t o  e x i t  t he  prograa when you are 
f in ished.  

L.I.A.U.G. L i s t i ng :  

1 1  Rem You Spel led I t !  
20 Rem by Michael Schoenbach 
3 1  Re8 A p r i l ,  1985 LIAUG Lighthouse 
4 1  Rem Long I s l and  A t a r i  Users Group 
50 Rem 
60 Trap 88: Close #l: Close #2: Close #3: D i r  
LS(255),BfS(1650):BfS(l650)=":Open #1,8,8,'V: ':Open 

1 

#2,4,0,":' 
70 Dim FIS(20):Goto 90 
80 Graphics 0:Poke 718,0:? 'Error w i t h  S.A.H. handler from 
Ant ic! \End 
90 Graphics 0:Poke 710,10:Poke 709,0:Position 12,3:? 'You 
Spel led I t ! ' :Pos i t i on  18,5:? Vym:Pos i t i on  11,7:? V i c h a e l  
Schoenbac h" 
101 Poke 712,8:? :? V p r i l ,  1985 L.I.A.U.G. Lighthouse.":? 
'Using t he  SAH V: handler from Ant ic!" ? 
111 Pos i t i on  2,12:? Venu:':? :? "1) - Spe l l  F i l e" ?  "2) 
- Create F i l e ? ?  '(3) - End Program" 
120 Trap 90:? :? T l e a s e  Choose :';:6et #2,X:? ChrS(X):? 
: I f  X(49 Or X)51 Then 90 
130 X=X-48:On X Got0 140,310,458 
140 Trap 90:Graphics 0:Setcolor 4,9,4:? 'Spell: 
Filename" : Input LS: I f  LS=" Or LS(1, 1)(>'D8 Then 90 
15% Close t3:Open #3,4,B,L$: Input I3,ilords 
160 Trap 180:BfS="":S(255)=" 
178 Xio 7,#3,4,0,LS:BfS(Len(BfS~tl)=LS:60to 178 



188 Trap 198:If Peek(856) Then 
Bf$(Len(Bf$)+l)=L$(l,Peek(856)) 
198 Close #3:? t1;'PRESS START WHEN YOU ARE READY." 
288 I f  Peek(53279106 Then 288 
218 ? 81; "UELCOIIE TO YOU SPELLED IT FROH THE LON6 JLAND 
ATARI USERS GROUP' 
228 For X=l To Words: For Times=l To 3 
238 I=Xt11%-95:? #l;'NUIIBERn;X;Bl 
SPELL~Bf$(I+l,I+Asc(Bf$(I))):? Yo: For I=1 To 3B:Next I 
248 I=Xt118-el:? tl;Bf$(It1,I+Asc(Bf$(I)));"!' 
258 ? 'la:? ''Spell it:';:Input L$:If L$="Vhen 238 
268 I f  L$='/EVhen 388 
278 I=Xt118-189:If L$=Bf$(I+l,I+Asc(Bf$(I))) Then ? 
t1;'YOU SPELLED IT!\Pop :Goto 298 
28% ? tl; 'THAT IS WRONG!':Next Ti~es 
298 Next X 
38% Close t3:Trap 98:Goto 98 
318 Trap 98:? 'I":? :? "Create: Filename ';:Input L$:If 
L$=" Or L$(lI1)O"Dn Then 98 
328 Fl$=L$:Trap 428:? 'How many words'; : Input Words: If 
Words<l Or Words)15 Then 428 
338 For X=l To Words 
348 ? :? 'Spell word tE;X;:Input L$:If L$=" Then 428 
350 I=Xt118-189:Bf$(I)=Chr)(Len(L$)):Bf$(I+l)=L$ 
368 ? :? 'Pronounce word "L$:Input L$:If L$=" Then 42H 
378 I=Xt118-95:Bf$(I)=Chr$(Len(L$)):Bf$(I+i)=L$ 
388 I=Xt118-lug:? :? "6ive re a sentance for 
';Bf$(ItlIItAsc(Bf$(I))):Input LkIf L$='Vhen 420 
398 I f  Len(L$))BB Then ? Too Big!\Goto 388 
488 I=XS118-81:Bf$(I)=Chr$(Len(L$)):Bf$(I+l)=L$ 
418 Next X:Goto 438 
428 Close t3:Trap 98:Goto 91 
438 Trap 420:? "Saving data ... "Open #318181fl$ 
448 ? #3;Words:? #3;Bf$:6oto 428 
458 Graphics 8:Close t1:Close t2:Close t3:End 

Mote: the 'You Spelled I t 1 text in line 98 should be 
entered in inverse video. 

NU W!!! 



A Review of 'HAGWIPRINT I I t J  
by 

Rich Schmitt 

Great idea! Let 's take LIAUG to the Colonie Hill 
Computer Shou! Now we just need something great to  catch 
the peoples eye and le t  ' m  know uelre there. How about a 
s ix foot poster of our cover-art uinning Lighthouse by 
Tracy Estes? Great idea, b u t  hou do we do i t ?  And we only 
have a ueek to get everything together! I kneu I should 
have ordered 'Hagniprint1 from Alpha Systems las t  year when 
I originally uanted i t .  Mow i t ' s  too la te ,  or i s  i t ?  Why do 
I mention the t ight  schedule? Because t h i s  i s  a review, not 
only of a fine piece of softuare, b u t  of the ioBpany that 
produces i t ,  Alpha Systems of Stou, Ohio. 

When ue decided t o  bring LIAUG to the computer show, I 
had the bright idea of making a six foot poster of our 
Lighthouse picture t o  bring in the crowds. The ONLY printer 
graphics dump program available that ian print posters i s  
'Magniprint I I t l ,  and being an old t i s e  procrastinator, I 
never got around to ordering the program. Nou ue only had a 
ueek before the shou and I uanted ' lagniprint l .  I luckily 
decided to t r y  ordering i t  in the hopes that 1 could 
somehou get i t  in time. 

fly f i r s t  phone call t o  the order number in Analog's 
magazine add produced a very friendly uoman who uas mare 
than happy t o  take my order. After going through a l l  the 
steps t o  place the order, the l as t  thing I heard was 'Thank 
you for your order, that will be FOUR T O  S I X  l l E E K 5  for 
delivery1. 'WAIT!!! WAIT!!! Can't I speed that u p  a l i t t l e  
bit?'. I caught her just before she hung u p  and explained 
the situation. She suggested I cal l  another number and 
explain things there t o  see i f  they could do something. 
Another phone ca l l .  Another very friendly uoman and another 
explanation, t h i s  time uith good results.  After hearing 
that we were a user group and needed the program for our 
poster, she said that she would p u t  the program in the mail 
that next rorning. What a rel ief .  Bu t ,  uould i t  come in 
time? I placed the order Thursday afternoon, and by a 
miracle of modern r a i l  land the people at Alpha) I got my 
'flagniprint1 Monday afternoon. I couldn't have asked for 
better service from the company, nou t o  see i f  the program 
holds u p  t o  the advertisements! 

We a l l  knou about magazine adds. A lo t  of faniy words 
spouting on about a product that never seess t o  come close 
t o  uhat uas advertised. For once, I'm happy to announce 
that not only does 'Magniprintl uork as advertised, but far 
beyond! Just in case you're expecting one of my usual 
revieus uhere I tear apart a program and t e l l  you not to  
waste your money, you're in for a surprise. 'lagniprint 
I I t '  i s  b y  f a r  the BEST graphics screen dump program 

available for the Atari 8-bit line. Nothing else  even comes 
close. I uas so excited by the resul ts  that everyone I kneu 
was sick of hearing me rave about i t  for ueeks. I ' r  s t i l l  
raving. 

On t o  the review. 'Hagniprint 1 I t 1  i s  a graphics 
screen dump program that u i l l  print out ANY computer 
generated picture t o  an Epson, Panasonic, CItoh, NEC, 
Gemini, Star or other compatible printer. When I say 'any1, 
tha t ' s  no exaggeration. There are  built- in picture 
convertois for Iiiro-Painter,  Micro-Illustrator (Koala, 
Touch Tablet eti.!, Paint, Fun with Art, BIGraph, Graphic 
Master, Super Sketch, Str ip  Poker, lovie Maker (for 
backgrounds), Graphics Magician, Atar i ls  Light Pen, Print 
Shop, Syngraph and Computer Eyes. Magniprint will also 
direct ly  load graphics 8, 9, 14, 11 and Koala-Touch Tablet 
'PICsl ( i  ti compressed format 1 ui th NO conversion. 

When the disk i s  f i r s t  booted, you are presented uith 
a ful l  screen menu. From here, you can jump into the 
'flagniprintl program, the 'Print All1 program, choose your 
printer,  ar perform one of the numerous conversions. 

Once a picture i s  converted ( i f  needed) and loaded, 
the f u n  real ly  begins. A touch of the space bar brings up  a 
neu menu that allous you t o  load a new picture, save the 
current one, touch up the pic, add text ,  toggle enhanced 
printing, print a poster, change the l ine  spacing of the 
printer or return t o  the picture. The load and save are 
obvious, the rest  of the options 1'11 explain about. 

The 'Touch-up sireen' option allous you t o  add 
finishing touches t o  your pic. You can ei ther  f i l l  in or 
erase individual pixels. This comes in handy t o  box-in text 
or erase a small mistake. Therels no fancy f r i l l s  here 
( l ike  c i rc les  or boxes or f i l l s ) ,  but t h i s  isn ' t  a drauing 
program. For the rinor touch-ups, t h i s  option works just 
fine. 

Adding text i s  one of the best features. Once t h i s  
mode i s  entered, you can position the cursor anywhere on 
screen uith the joystick and then just type in your text,  
in regular or inverse characters. You can use the standard 
Atari character se t ,  one of the five custom s e t s  available 
uith the program, or any staadard 9 sector iustom character 
set  you have laying around. The instructions uarn that text 
will only uork uell in graphics 8, b u t  I 've had acceptable 
resu l t s  i n  other modes depending on the character se t .  The 
advantage uith 'Magniprint1 i s  that i f  you uant t o  add text 
t o  a graphics 7+ (El screen, just tap the escape key and 
you can change your screen t o  a graphics 8 pic (or graphics 
9 for that matter). 

Enhanced printing only works on s o w  printers  and I 
found i t  unneeded. l y  printout were just fine as-is. This 
uould be useful, houever, i f  your ribbon uas uorn (by 



pr in t ing  pics?). 

Changing the l i n e  spacing of  your p r in te r  i s  a very 
important feature as I have found that  ce r ta in  sized 
pr int- outs require a change i n  the spacing. This can also 
be use for a custom look t o  the pr in t- out  as mentioned i n  
the manual. The spacing can be a l tered from 1 t o  9 (the 
number o f  p r i n t  wires i n  the p r in te r  head!). On my 
Panasonic, a change of  one number moves the l i n e s  by ha1 f a 
p r i n t  uire. This i s  very f i ne  cont ro l  over the p r i n t  
pos i t ion ing and should make t h i s  program uork with jus t  
about any compatible pr in ter .  

i The poster opt ion i s  uhere 'Hagniprint' r e a l l y  shines. 
1 Choosing t h i s  option, you get a choice of  three size 

posters. I haven't t r i e d  the smallest s i ze  yet, but the 
medium s ize  i s  about three by tuo feet. The large s ize i s  

I almost s i x  by four feet, and that 's  BIG!!! I have only a 
minor quibble about t h i s  feature. The large sized poster 
takes more than an hour t o  p r i n t  (and that 's  on a fast 
p r in te r )  and there's no f a c i l i t y  t o  pause the print-out. 
That's a l o t  o f  s t r a i n  on the poor p r i n t  head, and what 
about a paper jam? This would have been simple t o  add t o  
the program and uould have given me some peace of  mind (I 
recently had t o  replace my p r i n t  head and do not look 
forward t o  i t  again). 

For the posters alone, 'Hagniprint' would be u e l l  
uorth the money, but i t  also o f f e r s  many other sizes of  
print-outs. You can p r i n t  'Normal' ( ve r t i ca l )  or sideuays 
p ic tures i n  eight d i f fe ren t  sizes. The smallest i s  about 
eighth page, the largest i s  s i x  pages that  must be taped 
together (mini-posters). fly b i g  concern u i t h  these huge 
pr int- outs uas resolut ion. What good i s  a s i x  foot p i c tu re  
i f  i t ' s  made up of  one foot blocks? This i s  one of  the best 
features o f  'Hagniprint'. For every s ize pr int- out,  the 
program uses custom b i t  patterns i n  place of  the colors o f  
the o r ig ina l  picture. The larger pr in t- outs  use d i f fe ren t  
patterns t o  keep the shading and resolut ion t o  the f inest  
I 've ever seen. Vou have t o  see t h i s  (especial ly i n  
graphics 9, sixteen shades) t o  bel ieve i t .  I have yet t o  
see another screen dump program, commercial or publ ic 
domain, that uses custom b i t  patterns t o  provide such high 
resolut ion. 

Along u i t h  the b i t  patterns, i f  you're p r i n t i n g  a 
graphics 7+(E) screen, you can set the shades of grey 
before you p r in t .  This feature i s  very valuable as you get 
t o  'see' your pr in t- out  before i t  gets t o  the paper. 
'Nagniprint' i s  a lso the only program I 've ever seen that  
p r i n t s  the p ic tu re  the same as i t  appears on the screen. 
Host screen dumps simply read the p ixe l  data from screen 
memory, i f  the b i t  i s  set (the p i xe l  i s  l ighted)  i t  gets 
printed. That means a uh i te  background i s  pr in ted BLACK! 
Hany programs a l l o u  t o  p r i n t  an inverse screen which almost 
corrects t h i s  problem, but not quite, ' t lagnipr int '  

automatically i nve r ts  the screen data, and wi th  the custom 
b i t  patterns p r i n t s  out exact ly uhat you see on-screen. 
I t ' s  about time someone wrote a screen dump that ' p r in ts  
uhat you see' ! ! ! 

That's s t i l l  not the best part .  Once you decide t o  
p r i n t  your master-piece, you don't have t o  p r i n t  the e n t i r e  
picture. After choosing the p r i n t  option, four cursors 
appear on-screen. You can move these cursors u i t h  a 
joyst ick, and choose any por t ion o f  the screen you want t o  
p r in t .  ' I n  the larger sized pr int- outs, you HAVE t o  
excersize t h i s  option, as you can only p r i n t  a por t ion a t  a 
time. This i s  a great feature t o  remove unwanted sections 
of  the picture, or p r i n t  only a small por t ion of  it. With 
a l l  the size options, t h i s  means you could p r i n t  a small 
section of  a p i c tu re  the same s ize (or larger)  as a f u l l  
screen. Did I hear someone mention 'Pouer u i thout  the 
pr ice"? They must have been t a l k i n g  about 'Hagniprint! 

As an example of  the qua l i t y  o f  t h i s  program, several 
months ago ue had a demo of  'Computer Eyes' a t  a meeting. 
We were lucky t o  have a p i c tu re  captured o f  our president 
(then secretary) uearing a g o r i l l a  mask. I have t r i e d  every 
screen dump imaginable, including convertors and modifying 
the pic,  t o  get a reasonable pr int- out o f  t h i s  pic. Nothing 
uorked. I t r i e d  the Computer-Eyes conversion with 
Hagniprint u i t h  amazing resu l ts .  I not only got a beaut i fu l  
pr in t- out  ( a l l  the uay up t o  poster size) but was also able 
t o  save the p ic ture i n  compressed format for my touch 
tab le t  (ua i t  t i l l  John sees THIS poster! ! ! 1. 

One of  the best features on t h i s  program i s  the 
instant  conversion o f  screens betueen graphics modes 7 i ,  8 
and 9. That means you can load a graphic 8 picture, add 
text ,  do some touch-ups and f i n a l l y  save the resu l t  as a 
compressed graphics 7+ screen that you can load with your 
touch tablet.  The features of  t h i s  program never end; l i k e  
h i t t i n g  the SELECT key u h i l e  the p ic tu re  i s  on-screen and 
ro ta t ing  the colors, ge t t i ng  a quick pr int- out ( i n  regular 
or inverse) t o  see hou i t  u i l l  look, the conversions 
etc ...; but I think I ' m  beginning t o  rave again. 

'Hagniprint' u i l l  a lso make pr in t- outs  o f  screens i n  
graphics modes 3 t o  7 ( i n  two sizes) and tex t  modes 8 t o  2 
with a l l  the features of  the graphics 8 screens. These 
 odes must be f i r s t  converted t o  ' f lagnipr int '  format, but 
the u t i l i t i e s  are included on the back side of  the disk. 
There are also f i v e  custom character sets and four demo 
p ic tures i n  d i f fe ren t  graphics modes on side tuo. What more 
could you possibly ask for? Hou about another u t i l i t y  t o  
p r i n t  l i s t e d  Basic programs? 

'Pr in t- Al l '  i s  one of the options from the main menu, 
i t  w i l l  p r i n t  out any l i s t e d  Basic program inc lud ing 
inverse and cont ro l  characters, i n  tuo formats. The regular 
pr in t- out  i s  rather large (68 characters across) and 



d i f f i c u l t  t o  read. I recommend t h e  condensed format (120 
characters across) as i t  i s  much easier  t o  read and o f  
course uses l e s s  paper. I have t o  admit t h a t  t he re  are  much 
be t t e r  l i s t i n g  u t i l i t i e s  around, even i n  t he  pub l i c  domain. 
This program does not  even sk ip  pe r fo ra t i ons  i n  t he  paper 
and has no other options. It does work however, and 
consider ing t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  package i t ' s  more l i k e  a  
' f r eeb ie '  convenience inc luded on t he  disk. 

I do have a  few minor complaints about 'Magnipr int '  
t h a t  I should mention (you knew the re  HAD t o  be a t  l e a s t  
one!). My bigoest  iompla in t  i s  t h a t  the  d isk  i s  iopy  
protected. That i n  i t s e l f  i s  not  t oo  t e r r i b l e  as I would 
t r u l y  hate t o  see t h i s  f i n e  p rodu i t  r ipped o f f  by the  
p i ra tes .  The problem i s  t h a t  when you ihoose your p r i n t e r ,  
t he  i o n f i g u r a t i o n  i s  w r i t t e n  baik t o  t he  waster disk. I 
frequent ly  use more than one p r i n t e r ,  o f  d i f f e r e n t  types, 
and don't l i k e  t he  idea o f  ANY w r i t i n g  t o  a  pro tec ted  disk.  
The other problem i s  t h a t  ALL o f  ffiy f i l e s  are i n  double 
density. Since t h e  d isk  i s  protected and i s  NOT capable o f  
reading double dens i ty  foraat ,  I have t o  i o n v e r t  every f i l e  
t h a t  I want t o  use. I won't reiommend removing the  
pro tec t ion ,  bu t  l eas ing  t he  r i t e s  t o  a  good double dens i ty  
DOS (or even t h e  pub l i c  domain MACH DOS) would make t h i s  
progras per fec t .  Well, maybe not  per fec t .  I would a l so  l i k e  
t o  see a  pause fea ture  f o r  the  poster p r i n tou t s ,  but  t h a t ' s  
a  s inor  quibble,  

Last ,  and d e f i n i t e l y  not leas t ,  i s  t he  i n s t r t i c t i o n  
manual. How o f t en  i s  a  r e a l l y  great  p rograr  wasted by an 
i n s t r u c t i o n  book t h a t  has l i t t l e  or no usefu l  in fo rmat ion  
and confuses t he  user instead o f  he lp ing  them? This i s  not  
t he  case here. The small but  we l l  w r i t t e n  manual has a l l  
t he  in fo rmat ion  needed t o  get  t he  f u l l  use out o f  

listen t o  them as wel l .  A f t e r  Alpha Systems was n i ce  enough 
t o  respond t o  my need o f  a  speedy d e l i v e r y  and seeing 
' f lagn ipr in t ' ,  I could only wish t h a t  other sof tware 
companies would f o l l ow  Alpha's lead. 

I ' v e  raved enough. The b o t t o r  l i n e  t o  ' f lagn ipr in t  
IIt', w r i t t e n  by J e f f  Bader, from Alpha Systems i s  BUY I T .  ' 

The p r i c e  i s  on l y  $24.95 and i t  i s ,  by far ,  t h e  r o s t  
powerful and f u l l  featured screen dump program ava i lab le ,  
a t  ANY pr ice.  

Disk Rat ing ( l=poor 1 5=best): 
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'Hagnipr int ' .  A l l  the  features, commands and opt ions  a r e 1  
f u l l y  covered. There's even two pages devoted t o  poss ib le  
problems and so lu t ions ,  and t he  techn ica l  in fo rmat ion  on 
the  storage o f  p i c t u r e s  i n  t he  special  ' f lagn ipr in t '  format. 
Un l ike  many other programs, there 's  even a  q u i i k  reference C ~ M P U T E R  SO FT W A R E  6 SUPPLIES FOR LESS 
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card  included f o r  a l l  the  commands o f  t he  program. 

Just  i n  case you read a  review o f  'Magnipr int '  i n  a  
recent magazine a r t i i l e ,  and are now wondering i f  we are 
reviewing t he  s a w  program, yes we are. The a r t i c l e  
mentioned several  c o ~ p l a i n t s  and bugs i n  t he  prograrn and 
i n s t r u c t i o n  manual. A f te r  r ece i v i ng  my copy o f  
' f lagn ipr in t ' ,  I f i r s t  n o t i i e d  the  i rp roveaents  i n  the  

everything!  A f te r  boot ing t he  disk,  I made a  po in t  of  
checking fo r  every bug and complaint mentioned. They j u s t  

manual. I have no coff iplaints here, and I complain about 

DI- GIVEN 

'IQ L-1-A-U-G mERS!. 

were not  there. I began t o  wonder r y s e l f  a t  t h i s  po in t .  I 
picked .up  t he  sagazine adver t i serent  again, and t l o t i i ed  
t ha t  Alpha had released a  new vers ion  o f  ' f lagn ipr in t l ,  and 

*OFF 
' 

see our full line of  Peripherals, Supplies. Books. 
Magazines and more! 

I got t h i s  new version. Th is  shows t h a t  Alpha Systems, and 
Je f f  Bader ( the  author o f  ' f lagn ipr in t ' !  not  on ly  cares 
about t h e  users o f  t h e i r  products, but t h a t  thry a l so  



The President's Column 
by 

John Aalto 

'Beginner's Wind' 

Ruick! Anyone who can t e l l  me what a 'users group1 has 
t o  be, step right up  and t e l l  re. 

What I find d i f f icu l t  in t h i s  question i s  that ,  unlike 
typical hobby groups, our interests  l i e  in a rachine that 
represents a rassive reorganization in the handling of, and 
access t o  information. I t  touches just about every and 
anything and we are  the f i r s t  t o  begin t o  explore t h i s  new 
community. In some sense LIAUG i s  r i r i c ing  what we are 
exposed t o  as  far as  other user groups ... b u t !  Yes, but! 

The big 'BUT1 I'm referring t o  has t o  do with one of 
my favorite reasons for belong t o  t h i s  group. Outside of 
attending college again, t h i s  group provides the lost  
diverse and technically interesting forum of ideas and 
opinions I've had the privilege to  yak with. Scratch a 
LIAUG member and what you get are conversation dealing from 
slow scan TV t o  what's the l a tes t  at Bell Laboratory. We 
are a hell of a combination of technical interests  and 
backgrounds. Some of our members belong t o  more than one 
user groups, have more than one computer system they're 
using, are  involved with CB15,  i f  you've been t o  the 
meetings, you know what I mean. Wou! Sometimes I think our 
Ataris are just an excuse for us to get together and 
explore new planets and bravely go.... Well, I'm sure you 
get the point. 

So we've bui l t  u p  our BBS and newsletter and have 
started the culling of our library. Fine. BUT...I1d l ike t o  
p u t  out my wish l i s t  for LIAUG knowing that those were baby 
steps. I t i t l e d  t h i s  column 'Beginner's Hind1 because I 
want you, as  members, t o  keep in rind that ... hel l ,  I don't 
knou what t h i s  user group has t o  be. I have no idea what 
our l i r i t s  are! Who can be sure what the corbined interest  
and expertise could lead to. What I do know i s  that I am 
certainly excited about finding out. 

So give r e  a dozen BBSes, LIAUG! Give me interested 
people who want t o  help our F.D. videos! Give me more 
chapters! Give me a new esthet ic  concerning l ibrary disk 
design and a way of informing members of the programs that 
uould rost benefit their equipment configuration! Give me 
members who would have no objection t o  raking money by 
teaching Adult Education courses! Give me a university 
wi thout walls that covers an amazingly broad spectrum of 
Atari related subjects! Welll post i t  in the newsletter, 
help organize i t  with l ib ra r ies  and schools, recommend, 
conjole, beg, ce r t i fy ,  hop, skip, and jurp! Forget having 
'hesitation blues1 about doing uhat you'd l ike  t o  do for 
the group. Nobody KNOWS hou i t ' s  suppose t o  turn out. Oh 
yeah, then we should t ry  t o  keep up on what's happening 
internationaly, and set a P.D. a r t i c l e  clearing house 
BBS.. . . and ... and ... and. Uelcofie to 'beginner Is rindf, 






