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A FEW WORDS ABOUT
THE ST LIBRARY

Charlie Miller-JACS

Last month vas the first time that ve saw 2 "Disk of

the Month” sale offered from the ST library. Well, if you -

liked ity you will be glad to hear that it will b%e a
sonthly feature of the 8T library just as it is with the
§-bit portion of the library, So each wonth you can look
forvard to being able to purchase a disk for $3.00 rather
than the normal $3.00. To assist in this project, 1 pian
subeit 3 few lines Lo the nevsletier each aonth and inform
you as to vhat the "Disk of the Month" will bhe for the
current and upcoming wmonths. 1 may also offer some
information here that I think may apply to the ST library,

I aay just offer some opinions of my own if not requested

to be quit!

This nonth the *Disk of the Month®
‘isk #29.

special will be
This disk features ST Writer version 1.7¢ vhich

“—vas the latest version at the time | downloaded it and

antered it into the library. You will also find the
utility ARC.TTP and it's DOC file, I thought this would
be handy to include since it is the "Dificial® compression
utility of Comp-u-serve mow., If you have aay questions as
to vhat 8T Writer 1,70 offers over the original take a
peek in the "Winter {986" issue of "STart® magazine at an
article about version 1.5¢ vhich shouid give you am idea
as to vhere 1,70 is heading., Bet you are saying "Hey.that
vas the Disk of the Xonth last aonth" and you would be
right but ['m not giving out cigars. The reason it is the
*Disk of the Month" again is that I wasn’t avare that

there vould he a1 disk of the month until | chowed up last .

aonth and vas inforased of the practice. So I decided that

for those who got caught off gquard you get another chance;fi‘

this month.

that vas released to the public domain by Atari. These
files are all compressed Ddut again you will. find the
ARC.TPP program and it's Docs for your convenience. This

emulator is a bit tricky but [ sanaged to get it to work
and there is included some text to help you with it. If
the emulator sells vell and if interest is shown for it,
ve have access to a large {P/N library and would consider
putting some of these programs on 3 1/2 imch disks and
including them in the library.

[ got advance notice from Dave Noyes the newsletter
editor of a "letter to the oditor" concerning the ST
Tibrary and 1 quess the ST SIE in general. First [ wvould
have t0 say the obvious that the ST SIB is only a portion
of the mesmbership and that 1f 5T owners expecf the STs to

get their fair chare of exposure then a fair share of &7
owners vill Rave to participate. Take a look and ses how

Mril’s ‘Disk of the Month® vill be the CP/A Esulator

aany ST owners are on the board or how sany were willing »

2

_ the Iibrary that 1 hope vill be of interest to you.

§0 serve as 1ot ¥.P. vhen asked last menth. If you're
rot part of the solution you must be part of the problens.
But' although this explanation is heard in every club for
just about every ailment, it does have some merit so take

- a-good look and consider if there iy amything or way that

you can contribute.

In the future I hope to be introducing more disks to
One
thing ve seen to be lacking in the library is games, [
believe I hive some that vill enable me to introduce a
disk of games in the near future. T also hope to offer a
disk of JACC files you may select for installation upon
bootup. - Someone asked me last wmomth about a VT100
emulatory I now have one vhich will be available in the
library, I alvays liked to see nev pictures in Neo or
Degas format and believe I have some fresh “entries to
introduce to you. [ hope I can keep up and find nev
naterial to hold your interest, but in the meantime fake a
look and see vhat you can contribute also so ve can all
¢njoy our S§Ts and JACH all the aore.

TREASURER'S REPORT
REVISED

§. Vandenberg ~Treasurer - JAED

STARTING BALANCE 1/1/86  $3711.00
IIIEI!HE :
* Dues £064. 00
Neusletter Ads 18635.0¢
Newsletter Sales 219,00

Fund Raising Sales 1358,00
8-Bit Disk Library 2186.00

8T Library : 176,00
TOTAL INCOME 11862.00
EIPENSES

Newsletter Print. 8962.76

Newsletter Mailing 2326.33
g-Bit Library 306,00
ST Library 508.48
Equipaent Pyrchase 311.7¢

Equipnent Mtce. 330,90
BBS ' 6409
Telephone 1288.96
Stationery 1477.43
Postage 744,20
Travel 30.00
Niscellaneous 341,66
TATAL EXPENSE 16713.61
ENDING BALANCE 12/31/86  $859.39
IEEETRAARALT



NOISE from NOYES

D.B. Noyes - JACG

I recently purchased RUBBER STAMP by X-LENT SOFTWARE,
and have found it a dandy tool for making address and
return-address labels. Standard PRINT SHOP graphics,.
graphics aade especially for RUBBER STAMP, or graphics
vhich can be converted to same, may & used, along vith
text of varying fonts, on the labels. There are editors’
for both text and graphics to enable one to modify, or if
arfistic, to gemerate one’s owa text and graphics. I
vould consider myself a rank amateur in my skills vith it
at pragent - but this has neither dampened my enthusiasmy
nor prevented me from generating some very decent labels,
Perhaps when I become more acquainted vith RUSBER STAWP I
vill "deme*® it for the club.

J & H COMPUTERS

Computers & Supplies

We Can Fill All OFf Your
Computing Needs

P.0. Box 429
: Lanoka Marbor, NJ 88734
As far as ease to use) I have found it better to use : Pl '

the manual infrequently, as it tends %o De somevhat Phone ‘5091; :5.53-5388
confusing to me. Experimenting seemed to generate sore
success than trying to follow the mamual.

In typical Noyes fashion - less than Sthree weeeks
after I purchased RUBBER STAMP, a public-domain labelling
program utilizing PRINT SHOP graphics and fext fonts
appeared in the April issue of ANTIC. Although it doesn’t
have all the "bells and vhistles® that RUBBER STANP does -
it has the RIGHT price!

CARINA -

Prasenting the mast powerful Bulistin Board evar written far the Atan
8.0it computer. The Garina BBS is abaoiutely the most expandabie builetin:
board for your Atari. it has features that you will tind on maost bulletin
boards plus: rmany other featurées that make telecommunications easiar,
mora fun, and & lat isss monatonous. S

WHY i3 THIS BBS 30 MUCH BETTER?

The power of this system is mostly attributed to the Modem Operating
Environmant. it makes possible tha ability to run BASIC programs WITH
LITTLE OR NO MODIFICATION anyour bulletin board. it atso allows you as
the Systems Operator (SysQp) of the Carina BBS to drop into BASIC ON-
LINE at any tima and make maditications 1o your program from across the
country if need be. No other Atari bulletin board has this feature.

YOU MEAN | CAN CHANGE THE PRCGRAMS?

Yas, the Modem QOperating Environment sliminates the: need to
perform modem operations. The bulietin board is written in understandable
BASIC and is, in fact, designed with modificatian in mind. The Carina 883
is alsc moduls basad. This medns you are no longer restrictec by the
mermory of your computer, but rather by the amount of on-line storaga on
your disk drives and your ramdisk. The Garina BBS itseif isnov 1 but 7

separate programa. It is a massive system that can be expandead beyond:

your imagination, .

WHAT PROGRAMS COME WITH IT?

The madules included are: The waitcall module which performs user
logon/logoft tunctions, the butletin board itself which controls all message
hases and databases, the tile-iranster module with X-Modem upioad/

downicad transter protocol, the maeasage editor (with oxtensive word -

processor-like functions). the SysOp commands with the most powertul
functions available for any bulletin board an.lins, the sub.commands
moduie which contains miscellangous extra functions, and an on-iine trivia
gamae. The Carina BB8S has atotai of 44 commands including 17 SysOp
functions. it is easy t0 add any ather modulas of Your own, pius there is
plenty of room to add any other functions in diffarent modulas.

DOES THE CARINA BBS USE ONE-LETTER COMMANDS?

. No, tha Carina B85 uses word commands.as.opposed 1o single letters.
Forexample, typing “Read New" will show you all new messages since your
last call. i you prafer just typing-one:iatter, that an. ba done aise. Each
command has a macro key that will type the words for you. Typing Ctr-R
Ciri-N will gupiicats the above Input.: YOu ¢an aisa stack more than ane
commandion a line. It is more powertul and a iot easier.

WHAT EQUIPMENT DG | NEED?":' L

To run tha Carina BBS youwill nead an Atari 8-bit computer, at least 1
drive, and a modem. A printer can a/so be used. The Carina BBS will work
with most DOS's and many: different interfaces and modems. The Carina
ABS is known ta work with tha Atari 850 intarface, the ATR 8000, the Hayes
Smartmodam; the MPP 1000C/E modems, and tha Q-Modem. It aiso
supports: 1200 and 240G baud. :

WHAT ELSE CAN IT DO?
« Agcil and/or Atascii modes supported
« Virtually unfimited massage bases and databases
» Seli-compacting message bases sliminating the nesd for constant
. maintenance:
» Automatic: validation and - access-control configuration allowing the
Carina BBS 1o run by itseift -
* Altows aditing of previcusly posted messeges
* Trye Electronic-Mall .
* And MUCH more ’
There really isn't enough room 10 ted you ali that the Carina BeS can
do. The bast way 1o find out what it can do is to cail 305-793-2975 foran on-
line dgmonstration or write tor mote information.

HOW CAN | GET ONE?

To order, send check or monegy order in the amaunt of $69.95 (tax and
shipping included) to:

Carina Software Systems-- -
12390 57th Road Narthr.- ..
Hoyal Palm Beach, FL 334811




PRESIDENTIAL
PONDERINGS

Joe Kennedy - JACE

Yell, welcome to the soomer tham expected last
edition of Presidential Ponderings. Those of you who read
this colusn (there are such people I hope) know that ['l1]
be moving to Gersany for three years for a nev asgigraent
vith the cospany that I work for. - Sinte ithe treasury
can’t stand the drain of monthly round-trip tickets from
Tuesseldort, [ am tendeving wy rvesignation as President
effective at the March weeting hovever 1 will be
continuing as a meaber of the JACE. With that in aind I
hope you'll aliow we a little reminiscing, 1 joined the
JACE a Llittle over four years ago. Iemediately the
benefits of membership were evident in the form of the
infornation from the weetings and the disk library -
everything in those days was for the B-bit machines, Yes
[got a lot out of the JACE: just by attending the
seetings. But 1 {elt the need to do something more than
sit and vatch at the meetings. Initially it wvas writing
for the newsletter. But what wvas done is not the point.
The point is that you get so such more out of the JACS
vhen you put something into it that I can’t conceive of
everyhody not vanting to do something for
Further (being naturally selfish) I would hope that
sveryone vould get involved in one way or another so0 that
the JACH grospers and grows during wy stay in Sermany for
I vant the JACE fo be here vhen I return. Right nov is a
good time to get involved, particularly for the nev 16-bit
nenbers or for the B-hit wmembers vwho still know the
advantages of the best hoae computers ever made. So get
involved - GIVE A BITI!!

and
our

With the new offices of Vice-President B-bit
16-bit, ve should be going along vay towards waking
group stronder with a bright future., After all both are
excellent machines and both have long useful futures and
should exist together vith enthusiasts for hoth wmodels.
Another harbringer of a good future is the revised
Treasurer's report that you'll find in this issue. As you
can see ve still spent more than ve took in last year but
the figures are just a little hetter and the cash on hand
total is wuch better. But none the less fiscal
responsibility in the form of the weasures discussed in
last month’s nevsietter is essential for the continued
grovih of the JACS.

brovth is only possible vith the efforts of good
people. 1 sust say that ve have some very good people
vorking to make the JACE better. Marder vorkers than vhat
ve have would be hard to find, Bob Mulhearn keeps the
neabership rolls, ‘handles the distribution of the
nevsietter, and manages all the exchange newsletters from
the other groups. Dave Noyes puts together the nevsletter
during visits at home between jaunts around the world.

the group.

»

5 '

Sas Cory spends more time on the disk library than wost
people have vaking hours, Doug Van Hook, Brett Calligari
and Charlom Niller all work on the disk library, Gary
Gorski, vho just vanted to find out a little about Hhis
conputer, is our advertising manager, sales manager at
the meetings and has the JACE BBS in his home. Tom Pazel,
yho will be the President after the March meeting, has
vritten many programs for the JACE including the title
screen for the library disks. Shree Vandenberg has toiled
ag our Treasurer. Tom Pluck has wvorked as the Program
Chairman and contributed heavily to the nevsietter. Don
Farbes, Ken Pietrucha and sady others contribute requiarly
to the newsletter. To all of these qreat peoples and
those that | should have mentioned hut overlooked, thank
you for helping to make the JACE the fantastic group that
it is. This is a long list but it is a finite list. So
don’t let these people do it all. Bet involved and help
sut.

A little current business - the Trenton [omputer
Festival is scheduled for April 11-12. 1f anyone has a
desire to present i paper, please contact Manuel Ayres at.
201-968-6112. The Atari Fair is scheduled for the weekend
of March 14-15. If you're reading this at the meeting,
that's qood, You can go to the Hilton Hotel in Allentown,
PA this afternoon or tomorrovw for this fair.

Just a last thamk you for the opportunity to have

served as your President even if it his been for an
ahbreviated ters.

TREASURER’S REPORT
FEDRUARY 1987

S.'Vandenharq - Treasurer - JALH

STARTING BALANCE 2/1/87 $1231.%7

 INCOME §30.90
" EXPENSES 26.45
ENDING BALANCE 2/28/87  $2034.%2

NB. January's balances showm in the Febiruary 1987 JACS
Nevsletter have heen revised and should be:
INCENE $1660.57

EXPENSE  $1288.39

phrtebits]




ANNOUNCING

THE END OF READING

As We KMOW IT

In our February issue
Chantal interviews Kristofferson,
you interview the President
& much much more...

D 1 S K

_ THE NEW
ALADDIN
COLLECTION

12200 PARK CEMIRAL DRIVE  SUITE 310 DALLAS, TEXAS 75251 (24) 766-d441

ST Version now available




Pack1ng Str1ngs in FORTH
By Robert Meyers

Handling strings in FORTH can be naddening. [ speak

from experience. [ have made repeated attempts at clearing

PAD (the temporary buffer), writing to it, sending the
contents to the disk and keeping track of the string on
the disk. Even when it works, I can’t remsmber how to do
it the next time. The hallmark of FORTH is simplicity, but
it can be complicated at times, There is a wvays, however,
if go back to the beginming. In my case, this means
rereading the standard books before losing the thread or
dozing off, e.9. DBrodie, Winfield and, a nev one on
FORTH-B3y Mastering FDRTH, by Andersen and Tracy. .

FORTH stores characters.in three basic vaysy (1) at
PAD (the temporary buffer)y (2) as ASCII numbers . in

variable arrays or (3) in sequences of bytes on disk. The

least permanent of these is PAD wvhich i3 wvritten .aver
constantly, Variables are more permanent since they are
-eserved spaces in memory and are mot written over. The
~—408t permanent, hovever, is the disk itself. This is where
you vould want to store database inforsation, Whem given
an address of one of these three locationsy COUNT returns
the number stored at the original address and, at the
second position on the stack, the next address. Thus PAD
COUNT will return the number at PAD and the address of the
second byte in the buffer, When given a number n and an
address adry TYPE prints n characters starting at adr,
TYPE will print to screen or the printer, if it. is open.
COUNT TYPE then work in tandem to output text. COUNT gets
the length and the starting address of the fext and TYPE
- outputs it. The main problem in putting this together is
insuring that the length of the string is in the first
Byte. That means that, if we are using PAD to store the
text, ve have to find a vay of storing the length of the

text in the first byte vith the text 1tsw!f starting in

© the second,
A str1nq vith the length in the flrst position is
__alled *packed* string.” The trick is to get the length of
the string when you input it and pack the :string, i.e.
nove everything over so the length can go' first. FORTH-83
containg SPAN which stores the length of a string as it is
inputs but Fig-FUORTH (e.g. ValFORTH, APY. FORTH and the
public-domain FORTH available in the library) has no such
vord. .
4 word that solves the problem is CPACK. Given a
destination address, CPACK will do three things: 1. it
vaits for up to B0 characters to be input up o a3 returny
2, it stores the length in the first byte, and 3. it soves
the length byte and string to the address. The definition,
simplified from Winfiald, p. 91, is:

s CPACK \ dest adr--
" ¥ CR QUERY CR ! NORD HERE
BUP C3 1+ ROT SWAP CMOVE ;

CPACK eliminates the need to clear the string or buffer

~ before you use it Since the lemgth of the string is
-stored in the first byte, you can print the string you
input no matter what else is in the string. CPACK aiso
" saves the trouble of eliminating frailing blanks. You also

don't need 3 sﬁeciai definition type for string arrays;

“the normal arrvay type becomes a string array because the

length is in the first byte.

~ To illustrate, try PAD CPACK. The ' Hlll appear.
Type in what you vant; PAD COUNT TYPE will get it back.
(For convenience, define GET as COUNT TYPE.) Or ue-caa set
up an array. Enter:

0 VARIABLE TEST 12 ALLOT

This creates an arréy TEST, initialized to ¢ and reserves
the follawing 12 bytes. That neans we have a 13-byte array

vith one extra o' .store the length, (VARIABLE reserves a

[-bit number uhlle“ﬂLLﬂT_reserves B-hit locations--thus a
total of 14 bytes.) If we now try TEST CPACK, we can inpui
text to TEST and retrieve it when ve wish with TEST BET,
 The useful application of CPACK is to store strings
an disk. The follaving vords allow you te store a list aof
grocery items on disk, then read them to the grinter. If
you vant the ites put on your shopping list, type 'Y' vhen
the item appears. The idea derives for a vell-known BASIC
program (see ABCs OF ATARL COMPUTERS, p. 70), but as usual
the FORTH equivalent is. more elegant and shorter. The
program is written in ValFORTH.

0 VARIABLE ITEMS
161 CONSTANT FIRST-SCREEN

¢ WHERE?
ITEM$ 8 16 ¥ 128 IHuD FIRST-SCREEN
4 3 + BLOCK + UPDATE ;
! FILE  WHERE? CPACK ;
: FILE+ -FILE 1. ITEM® +! 5
¢ SEEITEMS '
¢ ITENS !
BEGIN WHERE? COUNT BupP
9 » WHILE
QVER IVER TYPE CR
. Y to type " KEY 89 =
[F ON P: 5 SPACES TYPE CR
OFF P: ELSE DROP DROP ENDIF
CR 1 ITEME +! R ;

ITEM® keeps track of the current item; FIRST-GUREEN is the
screen on- the disk where the items are stored; I use 16
since it is usually at the end of the disk out of the way.
WHERE?Y calculates the address of the ites vanted on the
disk. Note that the saxisum length for each item is 13
hytes: 15 plus | for the length to a total of 16, This is
convenient since 16 divides egually into 128, the size of
a block in ValFORTH, It is too difficult and not worth it
to save disk data as one continuous siring; when a string
you vant to save falls at the crease between blocks, you
have to save part on one, get the next block, then store »



the rest. The last vord, SEEITEMS, reads through the 1tels

on the disk uatil it finds one vith a length of o, x.e.: .

the last one.

if course, no itens are stored on screen 161 uhen'you

load the screens. When you first.run it, the pointer in

FITEM-Ls 0. FILE+ vill allow you to input iteas, them make

the next item:current. Type FILE+. Whem the caret appears,
© enter, say, CARROTS, them return. Type FILE+ again and

enter the next itesy say PEAS. Continue until you have.

input the itess you usually shop for, Later, if you want
to add items, run SEEITEMS to the last item, then use
FILE+, SEEITEMS will read the file and ask whether you
vant a printout or not for each item as it appears on the
screen. In this uay, you nike your own shoppan list of
. items you need,

The program is not fancy; there is no title or

special formatting to give a pleaslag display. Like FORTH

itselfy it is short and functional ~= the beauty is in the
program. IR

AS you cam see) these technxques can be extended. You
can make databases and file card programs in which you
store material directly to disk so you can retrieve it
later. It even looks pretty siaple once you see hov to do
it.

ATARIHRITER AND WORDPROCESSING MACROS
Barry R, Weissman - JACGE

One of the niceties that I niss when doing
vordprocessing vith ay ATART is the convience of MACROs.
That is the ability to assign other words, letters or
sysbols to a key or series of key strokes, Well never
fears you too can gemerate macros for your wordgrocessor.
T will talk about ATARINRITER +, but the idea is
applicable to any other werdprocessing program,

ATARIHRITER + has the ability to wmerge other files
into the current file. Yo do this, just press OPTION L,
then the file name and that file is added tn your current
file.

To create a sacro, just.éreaté a separate file for any

vords, letters or syabols that vou need. Store them with
a simple file name and recall them vith OPTION L. To give

you an example: I store the codes needed for special

printing characters such as bolds italics or underlining.
Alsoy if I am using a word or phrase many times in a

lettery I7I1 sake 2 wmacro file so [ von't lake any

aistakes typing it each time.

IrrrrrrrrEsrIILLLY

Write a Speech
For the Boss

by Donald Forbes - JACE

B055¢ "I need to write a speech for our marketing
convention in Las Vegas nmext asonth. My brain isn't

 functioning: too vell this morning. Bive me some notes.®

The boss knows how to give orders (that is why he is

| the boss) but he is not a eriter. So that is why you have
© .4 job. What to do?

G0 you jump on your time machine and set the time

icontruls for the year 1343, and the location controls for

: 11brary of the Command and General Staff School at Forth
Leavenvorth, Kansas. Off the shelf you pick the staff

. officer's manual Arwy Field Manual F¥ 101-3 and turn to
 fhe section om the five-paragraph field order. Perhaps

this nay give you the structure for the speech your boss
vants to make,

What is the five-paragraph field order? The -easiest
vay to explain it is with a diagrae,

S0 once more you hop Dack into your time machine and
set the time controis for the summer of 1916, and the
location controls for Framce and the battlefields of
Verdun (the scene of the greateit wass siaughter in  human
hzstory}.

Fros the battlefield you pick up ome of the standard
British Lee-Enfield rifles and examine the sighting.
sechanisn. The end of the barrel has a rectanqular
projection that you can see when you peer through the

‘tircular opening (adjustable for yardage and windage) in

the sight. You have to center the rectangle in the circle
and then pull the trigger.

Here is a pictures

N
/ la \
2
Y ENY
1lb LR
\ H 1 4
\‘\ -‘;—‘ /

You can use the sight $o visualize the five-paragraph
field order,

The life of the army staff officer revolves around
planning and preparation. When the gemeral issues an

order, it is in the form of a carefully prepared document
in a rigidly defined format. p



Paragraph Ons is dedicated to Intelligence. Paragraph
One A (1,a) covers intelligence of the enemy, and we can
visualize it as the top half of the circle. Paragraph (One
B (1.b) covers information of supporting units,
represented by the two circle sattors at lover left and
lover right.

Paragraph Two defines the aission of the commind as a
vhole: "This batallion will attack on the vhole front to
capture Pork Chop Rill.® In the diagram ve can represent
this paragraph as the rectangle in center of the lover
half of the circla.

Paragraph Thres is: mission of ffont line troops, and
the top third of ocur rectangle.

Paragraph Four is: aission of supply troops, and the
hottom third of our rectangle,

Paragraph Five is: 1iocation of the cowsand post
(where to find the general), and the middle third of our

~rectangle in the diagram,

S

So now we have the framevork (vith its own anemonic)
for a speech for our boss for any occasion at any wmoment
in time. Mere is a sanple speech that covers all the
bases.

1. a. We are being clobbered by the competitionm, who
are nov offering computers with larger mesories and faster
access speeds at lover prices. The governaent has lovered
trade barriers so that foreiqn producers are now able to
undercut our prices.

1. b. Congress ic avare of our hliqht and is about %o
give us some needed tax advamtages,

2. Qur sarketing plan for this year is to bring out
innovative softvare that will raxsa our market share from
8 per cent to 10 per cent.

3. Qur sales staff is gearing up to handle a 20 per
cent expansion of our customer list,

4. Qur supply department will be able to handle 2 20
percent increase ia sales.

3. I will be touring our dealer sales offices and can
be reached at amy time by calling our home of fite number.

Your boss is back in the office. So how did the spesch go
over at Las Vegas?

BOSS: "That vas a great speech that I wrote, It was the
hit of the conveation. Now I have to write another one
like it for the summer convention in Honolulu.®

‘the 13th. of the month,

- gate ¥ 13; there is none.

TRISKAIDEKAPHOBIA

by
Kenneth J. Pietrucha

" The day before our next meeting will be the second
Friday the 13th, this year. We all know that this is
suppos® to be a bad luck day, but no one can explain why.
Business loses millions of dollars when Friday falls on
Employees take the day off or
just do as little as possible so as fo aveid injury.
Every year must have one of these days, but can never have
sore than three,

Fear of the nusber 13, or Triskaidekaphobia,
sost videly held superstition in the vorld.

No. one in his right mind vould ever allov himsel! to
be operated on in operating room # 13, 5o wost hospitals
don’t have a room § 12,

Nost larger hotels and office buildings don’t have a
I13th. floor, [f you look at the elevator buttens, you
will see they go from 12 directly to 4.

I you travel to the Beneva International Airpori,you
von't have to worry about arriving at or departing froa
The tventy-four hour clock
dossn't have a i3th, wour., It has been replaced with 12A,

In her book, F.D.R. My Boss, Grace Tulley, F.D.R.'s
secretary, points out that he vas afraid of being one of
thirteen persons at a table, He vould often call her at
the last ainute to be the fourteeath person.

A piece of trivia, the source of which [ can not
find, states that when Princess Margaret was horn at
§lanis Castle in Scotiand, her birth was not recorded for
three days. It was not until another birth occurred vhich
could be recorded as the thirteenth birth, that her’s was
witten down.

The only neqative thing I can think of is that a jury
of tuelve plus the judge makes thirteen, which is unlucky
for some.

If all this talk of the nuwber "13" bothers you, then
I*d like to help, Reach into your vallet and take out all
your dollar bills and send thea to wme, these bhills are
loaded with things thirteen at a time.

Start vith the pyramid on the back of the hill and
you will find it has thirteen steps. 0On the other side of
the bill is an eagle with thirteen stars over his head.
If you count the leaves on the branches im his 1eft claw,
you will find thirteen leaves while his right claw holds
thirteen arrovs,

If you survive Friday the 13th., and it’s easier for
yous I'1] accept your dollars at the next meeting.

15 the
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lEVERv mrms; ._EVEIR MADE FOR THE ATARI EVERY CARTRIDGE EVER MADE FOR THE ATARI -

D. Macleay - JACE

PUBLISHER

TIME TITLE PUBLISHER
JELUXE INVADERS 3-D TIC-TAC-TOE ATAR]

DENON ATTACK ACTION! 8.5.5
DESISNER'S PENCIL ACTIVISION ADVENTURE CREATOR SPINNAKER
DIANDND WINE ROKLAN ALF IN THE COLOR CAVES SPINNAKER
D16-DUS ATARI ALIEN BARDEN

DINENSION X . GYNAPSE ALPHA SRIELD

DONKEY KONG ATAR} ALPHABET 100 SPINNAKER
DONKEY KONG JR. ATARI ANTEATER

DUCKS AHDY - B8 ANTI-SUB PATROL ROKLAK

E.T. PHONE HOME . ATARL ASSEMBLER/EDITOR ATAR!
EASTERN FRONT "~ ATARI ASTERDIDS ATAR]L
ENBARG] o ASTRO CHASE PARKER BROTHERS
ERNIE'S WAGIC SHAPES ~~  [BS ASTRO GROVER CBS

T ANDO-VISION MODULE ASTROCHASE PARKER BROTHERS
FRCENAKER SPINNAKER ATART BASIC ATARI

FAST EDDIE ATARD LOGO LANGUAGE ATARI

FINAL LEBACY ATARI ATARI MICROSOFT BASIC 2 ATARI

FINAL ORBIT ATARIMRITER ATARI
FIREBIRD GIBELLI - ATHLETIC CONFIDENCE

FLIP AND FLOP ATLANTIS

FODTBALL ATARI ATTACK AT EP-CYE-4 RONDY
FORTUNE HUNTER ROMOX ATTACK OF THE MUTANT CAMEL  HESWARE
FORTUNE HUNTER B.C."5 QUEST FOR TIRES

FRACTION FEVER SPINNAKER BASIC I 045450
FROGEER PARKER BROTHERS BASIC SL 0.8.8,
FROBGER 2 PARKER BROTHERS 'BASKETBALL ATARI
BALAXIAN ATARI BEAMRIDER ACTIVISION
GATERAY TO APSHAL EPYX 816 BIRD’S FUMMOUSE C8s

8ORF ROKLAN 816 BIRDS SPECIAL OELIVERY CBS
GRIDRUNNER HESWARE BOUNTY BOB STRIKES BACK BIE FIVE
GR1DRUNNER 2 BRISTLES

gvouss PARKER BRUTHERS BUCK ROBERS SEBA
hTINE BATTLING BANDS  CBS _ CAVERNS OF MARS ATARE
JAMES BOND 067 PARKER BROTHERS CENTIPEED ATARI
JAWBREAKER HAYDEN CHESS PARKER BROTHERS
JOURKEY TO THE PLANETS ROKLAN CHICKEN SYNAPSE
JousT ATART CHOPLIFTER BRODERBUND
JuMBD JET PILOT THORN ENI CLAIN JUMPER SYNAPSE
JUMPMAN IR, EPYX CLOUDBURST

JUNBLE HUNT ATARI COCO NATES CBS

K-RALY ANTICS £BS COMPUTER CHESS ATARI

K-RAZY KRITTERS {88 COMPUTER WAR THORN EMI
K-RAZY SHEQTOUT CBS CONSD BONGO

K-STAR PATROL CBS CONTROL DRINKING

XABOON CONTROL SMOKING

KEYSTONE CAPERS ACTIVISION CUSMIC LIFE SPINNAKER
KICKBACK CROSSFIRE HAYDER
KICKBACK THORN ENI DANCE FANTASY FISHER PRICE
KIDS ON XEYS 5P INNAKER DEATH STAR BATTLE PARKER BROTHERS
KINDERCONP SPINNAKER DECATHELON ACTIVISION
LEARNING PHONE ATARI DEFENDER ATAR!
LEARNING WITH LEEPER DELTA DRAWING . SPINMAKER >
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~ EVERY CARTRIDGE EVER MADE FOR THE ATARI

TITLE

{ETTER 60 ROUND
LINKING LOGIC
LOGIC LEVELS

KAC/65

HAJOR LEAGUE HOCKEY
NASTER-TYPE

MATH NILEAGE
NEGAMANIA

NEMORY MANDR

NINER 20497ER
NISSILE COMMAND
NONKEY WRENCH (800)
NONKEY: WRENCH 2. ( XL/XE)
NONKEY HRENCH 2 (400/800)
XONSTER MAZE

HOOK PATROL
NOUNTAIN KING
NOVIE MUSICAL MADNESS
R, TNT

NS. PAC-48N

NUSIC COMPOSER
0IL'S WELL

ORC ATTACK
PAC-MAN

PAINT

PASTF INDER

PEANUT BUTTER PANIC
PENBD ‘
PICNIC PARANGIA
PILOT LANBUASE
PITFALL 2
PITSTOP

PLATTER MANIA

PGLE POSITION

POOL 400

POPEYE

PROTECTOR
PROTECTOR 2

@-BERT

Y

RALLY SPEEDWAY
RETURN OF THE JED!
RIVER RAID

RIVER RESCUE
ROBOTRON: 2084

SEA CHASE

SEA HORSE HIDEFN'SEEX
SERPENTINE

SEXUAL CONFIDENCE
SHANUS

SILICON WARRIOR

SKY NRITER

PUBLISHER

£Bs

FISHER PRICE
FISHER PRICE
0.5.5.

THORN EMT

CBs
ACTIVISION
FISHER PRICE
BI6 FIVE
ATARI

EASTERN HOUSE
EASTERN HOUSE
EASTERN HOUSE
EPYX

ATARL

CBS

4:]

HESWARE

ATART

ATARI

THORN ENI
ATARY
ATART
ACTIVISION
1

ATAR]
SYMAPSE
ATARI
ACTIVISIDN
EPYX

EPYX

ATAR]

PARKER BROTHERS
SYNAPSE

PARKER - BROTHERS
ATAR]

ADVENTURE INTERNATIONAL

PARKER BROTHERS
ACTIVISION
THORN ENI

ATAR]

2]
BRODERBAUND

SYNAPSE

ATART

12

EVERY CARTRIDEE EVER MADE FOR THE ATARI

TITLE

SLINE

SOCCER

SOCCER

SPACE INVABERS
SPACE SHUTTLE
SPEEDNAY BLAST
SPIDER CITY
SQUISH "EM
STAR RAIDERS
STAR TREK

STAR WARS
STARION

STORY MACHINE
STRESS CONTROL

STUDY HABITS/MEMORY
SUBMARINE COMMANDER
SUCCESS MOTIVATION

SUPER BREAKOUT
SUPER CARTRIDGE
SUPER CDBRA

PUBLISHER
SYNAPSE

ATARL

THORN ENI

ATARY
ACTIVISION
SIRIUS

ATARI

PARKER BROTHERS

SPINNAKER

THURN EAI

ATARL
FRONTRUNNER
PARKER BROTHERS

SURVIVOR OF THE FITTEST

TELE-LINK ¢
TELE-LINK 2
TENNIS
TINEBOUND
TRACK & FIELD
TURMOIL
TYPO

TYPD ATTALX
UP FOR GRABS
VIDED EASEL
VIDED EASEL

VEBSTER WORD GANE

WHIZ KID
WIZARD OF WOR
WORM AR 1
1ENJT

1ONE RANGER

‘.. it aven questions it's own line decisions.’

ATARI
ATARI
ATAR]
W

ATART

ATAR!
SPTNNAKER
ATARI

CBS
ROKLAN

ACTIVISION
ACTIVISION

The Australian Atari Gazette

{Melhourne!



“rawo nembers Call For Special Price !}

1040ST

Personal Computer System

The Only One Megabyte Computer for under 3060

FEATURES: ' o Midi IN/QuE pPorts. o

* Integrated CPU, keyboard, disk drive design. * Industy standard paraflel interface port.
¢ 1.048,576 hytes RAM. o RS232C serial modem port.

e 196,508 bytes ROM. * Fioppy disk port (including controtier}

* Buiit-in Operating System (TOS). for 2nd disk drive.

o Full-stoke, 94-key intelligent keyboard. ¢ Hard disk port.

e 3 1/2” double-sided, double-density disk drive, ¢ ROM cartndge port.

720 kilobyte storage <apacity {formatted). ¢ Mouse and joysttk pors.
Two-buttan mouse. '

' & Sound generating capabiities - 3 voices from 30 Hz TECHNICAL DATA:

to above audible range. * MC48000 microprocessor; 32-bit internai, 16-bit external
e 5i2 colors. architecture.
o Seiectable graphic resofution: e Clock speed 8 Mhiz,
440 x 400 rmonochrorne.
640 x 200 x 4 colors. REQUIREMENTS:
320 x 200 x 1& colors. ATARI RGB or Morochrome Monitor.
SOFTWARE SPECTRUM : (261) 561 -8777
382 Somerset Si,
North Plainflaid, NJ 07060 MastarCard
. VISA
(Just 7 blocks south of U.S. 22) _ Amarican Express
Store hours: FRI 11 — & TUES -~ THURS 1_1 - 7

SAT 10 — § CLOSED SUN % MON



Which Language?

by Donald Forbes - JACH

The hardest choice of any programmer is: Which

language?

For his microcosputer he can choose from any one of a
dozen; ranging alphabetically from Assembler at ome end to
Prolog at the other.

Here is a tabulation of the principal features of ten
high-level languages. The ratings are on a scale from I to
3 (very poor-l, poor=-2, fair-3, gocd-4, excellent-3) and
the following 3 stands for best-in-category.
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Nuserical computations 4 422

Character handiing 525 43 25 5 4 43

Data structuras 355 23 4 4 55511

Control structures 3 33 4 3 3% 513 2

Console input/output 5S¢4 2 34 2 43 43

File input/output 4 4 342235 42

Subroutine interface 23 2 335 4 4 5354 2

Lov-1evel operations 3 5%2522235311

ser friendliness 53323 4 584 43

Numerical computation wmeans ability to support
applications that do extensive number crunching. FORTRAN,
although it is the oldest of these lanquages, is the clear
vinner and the overvhelaing favorite of engineers and
sathesaticians. The losers are COBOL, Forth and LISP,

Character handling has a vinmer in BASIC,
LISP and Logo in second place. The loser here is FORTRAN.

Data structures involves the ability to support
records, lists and arrays. The vinners are Modula-1 and
Pascal, with C and CDBOBL 1:n second place. PILOT,

vith G

the »

14

loser, only supports simple variables and character
strings,

Control structures weans support for IF-THEN-ELSE, 4
CASE statementy counted loops, conditional loops,
functions and subroutines, and recursion. The winner i¢
Modula-2, with C and Pascal in second place. PILDY
finishes lasf.

Console input/output refers to ease of reading and
vriting data to the console. BASIC 1s the clear vinner,
vith LISP and COBOL the losers.

File input/output covers ease of reading and writing
data to disk files. COBOL is the clear winmer, folloved by
Nodule-2. The losers are LISP, Logo and PILOT.

Subroutine interface covers passing data to and from
subroutines and functions, Madula-2 is tops, with FORTRAN
in second place. BASIC, C0BOL and PILOT stand at the
bottos, ' .

Lou-level operations refers to the ability to handle
bits and hytes, needed to interface with the computer
hardvare such as vriting a driver routine for 2 serial
interface to a moden, C is the winner here (in fact, the
UNIX operating system was written in C as were Framework
and dBASE 111 ang the PC version of SAS) with Forth and
Modula-2 in second place. PILDT is the clear loser.

User friendly refers o ease of understanding as well
as vriting, compiling and executing a grogram. Logo, the
vinner, can be taught to children just past the reading
age, C and Forth are poverful tools in the hands of
sxperts but they give no protection against stupid
nistakes and thus can be frustrating to beginners,

These evaluations are all from chapter 13 of a book

. by computer expert Charies F. Taylor vho taught computer

programming, probability, statistics and inventory theory
a5 a wesber the faculty of the Naval Postgraduate  School.
The book (TAB BOOKS, 1984, 360 pages, $16) is entitied
*The Master Hamdbook of High-Level HMicrocosputer
Languages” and shovs you hov to Create your own address
book in any one of the ten lanquages. ("What better way io
find out vhich language is best for you?*)

Which language is best?
[f you add up the nusbers in each one of the coluans

yout vill come up with the folloving scores:

42132

Rodula-2
£ K} ) 1
Pascal 7z >



Logo 343

FORTRAN s

£oBoL 288
L1gp 2
Forth 27
PILOT 2

What these nusbers mean is that, if you vish to pick
only one lanquage for a variety of applications, them you
should pick one of the top four: Modula-2, C, Pascal or
BASIL.

If you vish to specialize, then vou have to make a
choice.

For business applications.'yoa vould choose COBOL,

followed by BASIC, C: Medula-2 and FORTRAN.

For scientific applications, you would pick FORTRAN
or one of the gemeral purpose lanquages.

For computer-aided instruction the ranking would be
PILOT folloved by Loge and LISP and BASIC.

Character manipulation choices are €, DASIE, Logo,
LISP followed by Pascal and Modula-2 but never FURTRAM.

Byte and bit-twiddiers would pick C and Modula-2 and
Forth.

For small childrem, start them on Loge in
kindergarten and BASIC in sixth grade.
Artificial intelligence applications begin with

either Pralog or LISP.

What does it all mean? You may end up vith only one
wife or only one husband, but nobody reads only ome book.
You may end up speaking nothing but English, but if you

program then perhaps now say He the time to teach yourself

another anguage.

Text Effects
by Eli Tomlinson - JACE

Making text look good on the screen cam greatly enhance 2
person’s impression of your program. I have written a fev
routines that you might want to try out and add to your
ovn programs. The first routine [ have listed will fade a

screen in. >
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_sets the character coler to black.

100 POKE 710,0:POKE 709,0:POKE 752, 1
110 2CHRS (129)

120 POSITION 2,2:?"HI THERE,*

130 FOR L=0 TO 14 §TEP 2

140 POKE 709,L

130 FOR T=1 TO 24:NEXT T

160 NEXT L

176 END

The pokes in the program perfora the tolloving functions,
POKE 710,0 sets the backround color to black. POKE 709,0
POKE 732,1 eliminates
the cursor. (POKE 752,0 would return the cursor.) The
CHR$(125) clears the screen. The actual fade is dome in
lines 130 to 160, The first loop inceases the value you
vill poke to location 709, This will cause the characters
to get a little brighter each tine. The loop at line 150
is just to slow down the fada.

The second routine displays a text line by expanding the
line from the center on the screen,

166 DIN A$(40),8%(40)

110 7CHR$(125):POKE 752,1:a%="This should
nice,"

12¢ =20

139 FOR L=1 70 LEN{A$)/2

140 B$=A$(1,L) s BS(LEN(BS)+1)=A$(LEN(AS)~L,LEN(AS))
150 POSITION X-L,10:7B%

160 NEXT L

170 END

loosk really

If you vould like to experiment with this programs in line
120 the value of f is where the text expands from. [ set
it to 20 which is the center of the screen, In line 130,
the nusber 10 in the POSITION X-L,10 is hovw wmany lines
down that text will be displayed.

The last routine I have included displays graphics 2 text
gn the top of the screen.

100 BL=PEEK(§50)+PEEK(5§1)!255:PGKE DL+3,71:POKE
DL+, 112 7CHRS(125)

{19 POKE 708, M4:POSITION 5,0:7°HI THERE.® .

In line 100 the POKE 708,14 sets the color of the 1hig

text.

With these routines and a little experimenting you can add
lots of nice little touches to wmany text orientad

prograns.
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BEFORE CALLING US,CALL AROUND

THEN CALLUS FOR LOWEST PRICE!

We Are A Certified Atari/Epson
Service Center/Dealer

LLow Overhead:= Low Prices

e~

520 ST color or mcﬁo |
‘1040 ST color or mono -

"ALL EPSON Printers
ST Software
"Peripherals

Cables, etc.
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mail orders
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ST — SIG January Meeting

by Bonald Forbes - JACG

You are trying to keep abreast of the technology and
are abtout to buy an Atari T at & rock-hottom price, But
the veather kept you avay from the January aeefing, Here
is the rundown: '

Don Ursemy chairman, called the meeting to order at
10 A after some 35 members trooped from the Bell Labs
auditorius to the spacious lobby.

1.4n ST vith color monitor was available for deass, thamks
to a loan from a vendor. k

2. Bulletin board: The nuwher is 469-6{%90,
. ST Library: Disks are availadle for $3 each,

4, CURRENT NOTES LIBRARY: A list of 96 disks wvas
distributed. They <can be ordered from Current MNotes
Librarys 122 N. Johnson Rd., Sterling VA 22170 for $4 each
plus postage ($i for every & disks).
3. GEM: A new varsion of the GEM iaterface is nov
available,

b, IBM Emulation: Software is now available for 1BM

emulation, although most existing software is for the 3

1/4 inch disk. The emuiation is slowy and there is siill a
problem vith qraphics. People may hesitate to pay $300 for
partial 1BM emulation capability.

7. DEMD: Three volunteers agreed to stage demos for the
320 (using singie-sided disks) for the next meeting,

4« MEETING ST: A motion vas sade and approved that the
club be asked to purchase a more capable ST systea for
seetings, iacluding the now standard double density disk.

9. SERVILING: Dependablie Parts
servicing.

in- Chatham will provide

16, NEW DISK: Has vord processing, graphics, 3 games and 1
tutorial.

i1, BASIC: A new fast, structured BASIE called GFA BASIC
vas demo’ed and is available for $69. [t is comparabie to
Turbo DBasic on the 8-bit machine.

12, SIMULATION: Thers is a nev simulation game called
Barbary Coast.

13. KIT: & developer’s kit can still be obtained from »
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Atari.

14, THE ATARI ST EXPLORER: An excellent single volume
reference to the ST is finally available (Johm Braga,
Kuma) for $1S.

15, UTILITIES: There was a demo of & new library disk
containing a rasgisk with automatic file copying to the
ramdisk at startup, Cosmand YOS vas also demo'ed,

If you were one of the smari ones who Dbought Atari
stock late last year at 1! 1/2 and then saw 1t double in
grice because of cheaper hardvare and more available
softvare, you may vant to attend the ST - SIS meetings to
help keep track of your investment,

FEBRUARY'S MEETING
IN BRIEF

Reported hy Tom Pluck, JACG

The February meeting vas held at Bell Labs in Murray
Hill, our normal ameeting site.

After Bob Mulhearn’s @ & A session, Doug Van Heok
demonstrated the next JAUG library monthly disk, a ne
Print Shop disk. It has a total of 49 graghics on it, all
which vere made by German Atarians, They can be converted

‘to Visualizer format for demos.

Next, Mark Xnufsen, our BBS Sysop hopked up to the
BBS via nodes and shoved us what the bulletin board is all
ahout. He shoved beginners hov to log on, and the npore
experiencad users E-mail and messages.

Aftervards, Shree Vandenbergy our Treasurer demo’d
hov to use a Commadore mouse on the Atari 8-bit Machines.
It esulates a joystick, so any joystick program can he
aged vith is, For the XE's you need a joystick extension
cordy which you can qet at Radio Shack for $3.99. For a
finale, she showed us Centipede and Doy, the mouse speeds
things up' The nmouse goes for approximately 49 dollars.

Last but not least, Editor Dave WNoves showed us a
type~in database that can be found in Analog magazine W42,
1% vas quick, easyy and free! 1f vou do not need a lot of
records, this is for you. I%'s not SynFiler, but in some
vays; it's better. It {s also available on JACE library
disk 38,
$trafflesss :

Three lucky people von 2 disks each from the JACS library,
and another von an 57 wagazine. Ghost Hunter was donated
for raifle by Computer Systems Consultants.
Th=th~th-th-that's all folks!

&
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Doug Van Hook - JACH

[ vasn't sure about the meaning of CAD so I turned to
the dictionary for clarification. 1['ll share vhat I found
vith you:

cad (kad), n.{{cadet], a man or hoy vhose hehavior is
not gentlenenly; ill-mannered fellow.

Bith that cleared up, I'1l begin o reviev our disk
of the sonth, 3-D CAD (DISK # {05) -~ Thres Disensional
Computer Aided Design. This progras was written by Steven
J. Ulstad,. [bis the best public domain CAD program ['ve
séen.  Anyone considering the purchase of Super 3-0
Plotter Il will find this disk a great introduction to
CAD. ‘ :

¥hen the program is first loaded yeu will see a
velcome screen from SIPRARCIE.  Thanks to a library
exchange between SIPYAICIE and Librarian Sam Cory this
disk, and many sore have been added to our library.

The selection menu provides a HELP option, and 2
CADID option. The CAD Menu has eight functioms available.
This next bit of advice [ cam never seem to remeader..,
THE EXISTING SCREEN [5 CLEARED FROM MEMORY WHEN THE CAD
FUNCTION IS SELECTED. In fact [ hat some really
spectacular 3D designs $0 shov at the aeetings but |
pressed CAD and erased thes (only kidding).

What I'm really trying to say is that csose of the
menu choices are not obvious. Even after reading the
documentation it takes experimentation to get the "feel"
of the systes. .

The hardest part of the grogras to understand vas the
use of the cursor, as vell as the joystick ia the CAD
Draving mode. The cursor is positioned at the Axis you
are planning to draw. For the longest time I could only
drav tvo dimensional objects because | kept aissing the
role of the cursor. o :

[ have had this disk for a month and still don't know
everything I would like to about it. For exasple, 1 -
think I can draw each piece of furniture in my living to
scale, and aerge them together in different places using
this prograa’s serge function. One thing is certain...
this pragrae pravides everything you need to design your
nev kitchen, see vhat your house would look like with
dormers, or any other design task you may want to try.

AS an added honus, the Fiip Side of the disk has a
variety of utility programs as vell as... Yesy another CAD
program. This CAD progras is written {n BASIC, While itw

_ig easier to use, it does not have all of the features)

nor does it have 30 capability. Y PLOT/GRAPH/ENTRY is an
1 to ¥ plotting system vhich generates a nice line graph
vhich can be printed. MENUMKR2 is a menu crealor prograa
vhich ['ve seen before.

This disk is an exasple of the High Quality disks
which can be found in our library. We try to demonstrate
disks which have exceptional value and performances and I
can promise you that we are not running out of these very
special Public Domain Goods.

The Temple of Apshai
Trilogy
by Tom Pluck - JACS

Ever since The Tesple of Apshai
Simulations came out, there has been a flood of fantasy
adventure games that let you adventure with the joystick.
Now, Epyx has revamped the original, and added $vo aore:
The Upper Reaches of Apshai and the Curse of Ra.
Together, they are a nice package....

The qraphics on these gawes are very nicey 50 ‘that
you can tell the difference betveen an giant leech and a
dust wraith if one happens to attack you. the animation
af your character is asuch betfer than -that of the
sonstersy and you can tell the difference between the
three different sword attacks: parry, attack, and thrust.
You can also use a bow,

Qut of each of the three games-on-a-disk: Lhere are
four levels of dungeon each and three difficulty levels,
that is, you have 36 different varieties of play. Hhew!
There are also many trags amd secret doors to find.

One of the Upper Reaches of Apshai levels is so easy,
it's almost a joke! Have you ever construed 3 field mouse
a5 a sonster? MWell, you vill get laughs from the prompts
*Ok No! Killer Tomato!® and other silly monsters. The
sajor flaw of the qame is playability. If you are used to
4 game keeping your interest for vears, forget 1t. This
vears out in ahout 10 months, leaving you in the dust.

Believe ne, vork vas put into this, but if you do not
Iike fantasy gimes, look twice before you buy.

Hext wonth: Star Raiders [, by Atari

~Doctor Dead
P.S., for my reputation: Last month someone accused me of
girating things on BBS's. Here's the truth: [ don’t own a
sodesy and [ don’t own a single piece of pirated saftvare.

by Automted
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SUNNYVALE, Calif.--(BW)--Atari Corp.
reported Friday record resulis of
operations for the year ending

Dec. 31, 1988,

Sales for the fourth quarter were
$92,667,000 vs, $65,350,000 for the
prior year, as increase of 41.8
percent, Income before e¢xtraordinary
credit for the fourth guarter wis
$11,950,000, Net income vas
$22,997,000, or 87 cents per share,
vs. $14,099,000, or G4 cents per
share for 1985,

Sales for the year ending Dec. 11,
1986, wvere $258,131,000 vs.
$141,987,000 for 1983, an increase of
81.8 percent. Incoms before
extraordinary credit for 1986 was
$25,050,000 vs, a loss of $14,314,000
for {985,

Net income for 1986 was $44,3169000,
Net income per share vas $1.89 in
1986 vs. a loss of 62 cents in 1985,

"Qur strong perforsance in 1986 is
the result of groving comsumer
awareness of the value of the ST
personal computers and a resurgence
in demand for video game systems,"
said Sam Tramiel, president.

The ST is steadily gaining market
share in the United States and is
already one of the largest selling
personal computers in Europe. Sales
of video game systems continued to be
strong, with the company enjoying one
of i{s best Christmas seasons for
video game sales in-recent years,

L]
Trasiel caid the intreduction of
advanced computer and video game
products will drive the company's
grovth in 1987. Atari announced
inportant nev products in January,
including an IBM PC clone that will
sell for less than $500: aore
pover ful sulti-meqabyte versions of
fts ST computer line and a laser
printer for desktop publishing; and
the powerful IE video game system.

*We're operating from a position of
strength nov,* Tramiel said. “"We are

virtually debt free and have a solid »

equity base on which to build the
company’s future,*

Mari Corp. is one of the largest
sanufacturers and sarketers of
peraonal computers and vides game
systeas in the vorld. Atari Corp. is
located at 1196 Borregas Ave.,
Sunnyvale, Calif, 94086. Telephone:
408/743-2000.

CONTACT: Atari Corp., Sunnyvale
Breg Pratt, 408/745-2349
ar

Amidei and Co., Sam Framcisco
Bary Frank or Hunter Goochy
415/788-137

Ix INAB NEWSFILE--8-BIT NEWS
oo Etpress! Status Report

[The Terainal Prograasl

1030 Express-Currently at Version 2.1
850 Express-Currently at Version 3.0
NPP Express-Currently at Version 1.9
The scheduled release of 3.0 for

the 1030 and APP has been delayed.
Probably won't be released till
susper at the sarliest.

[The BSS Progyamsl

1030 Express-Currently at Version 2.0
850 Express-Currently at Version 1.9
5T Espress-Currently in Beta Test

The ST version of BBS Express! is
currently running in beta test, Call
the Midnight Express BBS at (364)
I79-4156 and at olf Eepress (219)
233-3777 to check it out for
yoursel f,

We are currently recording all
suggestions for additional features
for the 1030 and 830 versions of BBS
Express!. We are also looking into
vays 10 incorporate some of these
suggestions. At this time and until

# solution to the mewory limitation
can be vorked out, we do not have any
scheduled releags dates for upgrades
to the 1030 and 850 versions.
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As the status of the Express! series
of programs change, ve vill update
the status here, so you can get the
ingide scoop here instead of the
TRumor Mill'.

If you currently own the 1030/XM301
version of BES Express! and would
like to upgrade to the Bid-compatible
version, send your original disk
(again?'?), $14.95, plus $2 to cover
shipping and handling (total $16.33)
to us. Pleases include 2 note saying
that you are upgrading to the 839
version of the BBS.

The 8S0-compatible version of BES
Express' is nov shipping! To run the
850 version, you must have an 830
interface (or compatible [P:R:1) and
your sodes MUST be able %o hang ur
with the DTR lead. —

Hatch for more Express updates and
status reports as they become
available:

ix..Ledbetter Leaves SIEXATARL......

ILLLLITLLLLIILIILLLLLY
From: Keith Ledbetter
To: SIGXATARI Members
TETTTLLLILLLLILTRILATINY

Effective Saturday, 2/14/87, | an
resigning as a SYSOP on SIGXAtari. |
have accepted 2 nev job that require-
relocation, and [ feel that the —
reguirenents of the job will no

longer leave me the time needed fo
hold a SYSOP title here,

! plan on staying active on
Compu-Serve as time permifs, and can
he reached under my non-5YSOP [D of
12437, 3442,

1 vould like to thank everyone on
Compu-Serve for the enjoyment that |
have gotten out of this job. And, a
big thanks to the other 5YSOPs of
SI68Atari. I have greatly enjoyed my
time here, and look forvard to
continuing o Be a part of the fine
5163atari netvork.
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