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President?s Corner
T, Pazel - 3AC

As I sit down to write this, I realize hov little there
really is to report about in the vorld of Atari. It seems
the biggest bit of nevs are the Atari Fairs taking place
sationvide, vith nore to cose over the next yer or 10,
1'n cortainly interested in the one that is planned for
Nev York City next year! From vhat I've read about thew,
they sound like a very worthwhile
experionce. 1 hope seae of you will be attending.

The'm'prodncts for the 8 bit machines, in puticuhr'

the XEP-80, are still not available as of this writing., 1
point this out only because I'n anxiously waiting for the
one with sy name on i3, Curiosity is the main culprit
here. 1 have an Deniviev in ny old 800, but never really

used it; mostly because of the . quality of the display.

“Supposedly, the XEP-B0 has a tremendous display (esp.. on
aono nonitors), so-as soom as 1 get hold of one and play
for a while, 1'11 let you know vhat I think.

Another thing I'n rather axcited about lately is a PO

prograe called DAISY 20T, (s a nutshell, Daisy Dot gives

yoar Epson/cospatible printer the ability to print in MO,

all in softvare. I was quite impressed vith the results
on ay RI-BO. You are provided with - § fonts asd the

ability to design and save your own, Daisy Dot accepts as.
input any file that's been "printed” to disk. AdariWriter .

Plus and PaperClip are the only vord pracessors ! knov of

that allow you to do this. ALl you do is chooss a font,

tell it the name of the text file, select 2 “quality" of
printing and off i} goes! The only word %o describe it
is...NEAT! Hopefully, ve can arramge to have it placed in
aur library. Until them, please se» me i you're
interested in finding out more about it. B

L asty but definitely not least, [ vould like to ramble a
bit about what is probably the most active part of the
JACE nows the BBS.  As some of you nay know, wve've
tpgraded to 2400 baud and the 20 meq drive is humming

along nicely. More and wore stuff is getting uploaded all

the tiae for both the 8 and 16 bit machines, It's a great
vay to ask quesiions (beiveen meetings)s nake nev friends
and enjoy your computer and moden.  Also,  the
*restrictions” have been litted somevhat on callers.
Non-meabers qet | call/day. for 15 minutes, but with
unlisited downloads. MNesbers get 3 calls/day for 3 total
of 40 minutes, also with unlinited downloads. MNoreover,
for every 2 functionally valid vploads you do, you will be
given an exira 5 sinutes of access time 2 day, w to a
saximue of 60 minutes, 1 certainly emcoursge the use of

the board (1 use it 2 or 3 times a veek ayself), Please
do £0. '

Until next sonth, use your Atari!

and - enjoyable

‘selection of wvords.

 stuff-in Stories
- ¥. £, Brandt - JACE

Gne of the nevest additions to the IACE @-bit disk
library is a progran called *Stuff-In Storjes®. 1t is 2
ad Libs® type of gane vhere you are asked to provide 2
nusher of nounsy verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. These
vords are thes plugged into 3 story, The intent is to
cone up vith sosething humoroas. The game can also ke
educational by adding additional restrictions to the
For example; there could be a
"Sersan® or a "French® story, or any other language vhere

: the vords can be typed using English characters.

Usually vhen playing a “Nad Lib® type qame you dre
asked to provide various types of vords vithout any ided
of how they vill be used in the story. I» order to try
and sake it easier, this game includes. asesus  of
preselectad vords for the blank spaces in the story. in
this vay for each vord you are asked to supplyr you can
either pick from & nenu of sight vords, or type in your
o word, '

¥hen you have finished providing all the words, the
story is shown on the screem, You can page forverd
through the story, hut you canmot page dackvard. ~ Hovever,
vhen the story is cosplete, you can start from the
beginning again. At the present tias there (s no -option
for saving the story on the disk, The only way to

~ preserve the story is to have it printed. Since -printing

is done using the LPRINT command, it should vark with any
80 column printer. : : _

Although the initial enu in the gane indicates there
are ten stories, only two of the stories have been

. conpleted. The Holiday Story is based on the poea “The

Night Before Christaas® by Clesent Noore, and the Cooking
Story comes from a cheesecake recipe in the "Pies and
Pastries® voluas of the Tiae Life caok books. This itaves
eight siots for adding your owa stories. Or if you have
any good stories to share, send thea to e and T will use
them to expand the JACS library version. While you are at

ity if you have any suggestions on how to improve the

progras code, please let me knov, 1 expect there are
several places vhere it can be improved.

The progras is written entirely in BASIC. 1% is
interesting to note that despite BASIC having 2 reputation
for being “slov®, this program, vith aver 700 lines of
code, runs very fast. As a final note, the initial title
screen has a border of letters vhich spell out 2 sessage.
Hint: it reads counter clockvise.



Super Short-cuts for Your 8 Bit Systea

Asseabled from many varicus sources
Presented here by
TERRY KOELLING

HB4LES
LILBURN, GA.

Quick Ram Check
ecks ran from just below basic down to location 1.
¥ 7 FRE(0)s BOSUB 10

/e RUN and the streen should show nusbers down left side
unting DORN BY 4 locations, It should end vith;

ROR- 2 AT LINE 10

BTIA or CTIA

¢ older systess Iml LTIA video chip and could not display
W never nodes of uml\tcs.

) BRAPHICE 10
) BOTO 20

rpe RUN. If the screen goes black, then you have the nev 5TIA,
T'it goes bluey you have the CTIA and should upgrade, )

- T me—"

der sysim haé *A* ROMS and they had scee bugs., "B* ROMS
rrecied thea.

PEEK (58381)

" RONS=0...."A" RONS were generally 36, but anything other

an o,

g
L]
Is
_
=
v

|

? PEEX (84720)

If=162 then 4007800 systes, othervise, L

3 PEEX (65528) 400/500 oaly

Tta"A* RN
214=*A" PAL ROM
243="3" RON

© 34="3% PAL ROM

7 PEEK (655277 IL only
10=1200 XL 1st. Rev.
1121200 1L Znd. Rev,

i=6007800 L Ist. Rev,
226007800 XL 2nd. Rev.

Which Dasic Rev. do You Have?
7 PEEK {43234)
162= Rev. & (Almost all 4007800}

96= Rev. B (Early KL's. Many serious bugs. Bet Rev. C.)
2= Rev. © (Latest and greatest.)

To Force a GOLD START!

Type AUSR(5£733) for 400/800
A=USR(SBAET) for 1200 XL
A=USR(38484) for 1200 XL WARN START

Turs Qff Antic

To speed up processing (like when doing sorts), tura off ANTIC,
(Screen goes black) :

POKE 539,90 = off...POKE ¥59,34 = on

If your screen is set up vith i pictere (format) that you want
backy thea first PEEK (5¥9); and save the value. Whem you wvant

to restore it, just POKE that same value back into location
599,

Disable the BREAK Key
You may vant to protect your progras froa someone using the
BREAK key to stop it.

POKE 16,64 and POKE 33774,16 at the start and after each
GRAPHIC cosmand. 3




Reboot Hith RESET Key

You may vant to force a re-boot from disk if someone hits the

reset key, perhaps in ortm to break mtu and list your Basic
progras.

POKE 580,1 in your progras

Bisable the Keyboard

To disable the keys of the keyboard from your progras.
POKE 164235

Hake Your BASIC Progras Ilnli,s_fabie

™ You say vint to protect your Basic program so no ome can  “see”
your ¢ode,

1) POKE 202,1...will erase your progran after anything that
causes the "READY® prompt. ie..END or RESET or BREAX,

2) Add the following Line to your program.MAKE SURE YOU HAVE A
BACKUP OF YOUR PROSRAM RITHOUT nus LINE!!

32767 POKE PEEK (139)+2363PEEX (139)42,0: SAVE °“DeFilenane™
NEW '

Type..50T0 32767.
The progras can be executed, but not listed’

Turs Dff Beeps When Loading Prograss
__ POXE 65,0 = off.,..POKE 65,3 = on

Start the ATTRACT Node

b2 LWL L e

POXE 77,129

| Output to Printer Instead of Screen
|
POKE 838, 166¢ POKE 839,238

Back b0 the serem!!

POKE 838,163: POKE 139,246

16 -BIT VICE NOTES
Ton Shoosaith - m:_s-

Thanks go out this soath 1o Eric Jucoves for his

axcelient demo last sonth of Degas Elite. Nore and sore
- of you are coning fovard to do demos and that is an

extrenely good sign! Our ST library is ever groving and
ve presently have Payl Machiaverna vorking on creating- &
senu for 8T library disks, Charlie Miller, our ST disk
librarian, has put in alot of time and effort into owr
library and the results are a quality ST library.
Speaking of the library, I encourage everyone to support
both cur 8 and 16 bit libraries, there is something there
for everyone, You may even find sometking yos would 1ike

" to demo! Please, if you want to do a demo, feel free to

let at kacw,

- Dur amount of BBS users on the 8BS is still growing!
Ue have plenty to offer. The ST downloads nov nuaber
sonevhere over 50, Not bad, considering the dovnload
area has only been open a few weeks. Uploads are
encouraged’  If you haven't called the board yet; give it
a call at 298-016f. JACG nmembers get increased tie,
calls, and access to special download areas. Recently,
additions to the ST download area have beem: lenith - 3
fairly decent terminal program that wvas uploaded by a
aenber of the Idsho Atari Ciub, Ybatch -~ a Ynodem desk
accessory that can be used with a Gen baved Sersinal
programy Stvide - a desk accessory screen saver, Scrsaver
= another screen saver thats a .prgy and Roas - a progras
that checks vhat version of Roa you have.  Bive it 1 call,
I’ sure there is something there for everbody. If you
are a frequent caller of other BBS's, please post our BBS
phone number,

Optinized Systeas Softwars,Inc. has announced the
release of Version 2 of Personal Pascal. In Version 2 you

- tan specify vhere various files will come from {vhat

drive, vhat directory), especiaily handy for hard disk or
randisk ysers and those with only one floppy disk,

The Editor is a nev Bem enhanced version. Up to
three files may processed at once and you may wmove text
from one filé to another. You can use your choice of menu
options or command keys, making it more flexidle than any
editors available to the 8T. The editor scrolls up and
dova faster than the current editor.

The Compiler: arrays and records nov have & wsaxinue
size of 16 negabytes (for upgraded wmackines). Read and
Write vork with any kinds of files. You cam use a sinple
cospiler switch to choose vhether the type Integer uses 16
bits {a vord) or 32 bits (a double word)., A nev iype,
Short_Integer,) has been added to allow you to sake your



type declarations as descriptive as possibie. With the

lisitations of Version 1 gone, you can now write bigger
grograes, '

The Library has underqone changes. Turbo compatible
screen  procedurss  have  bess atded {clear
screen Botoxy,etc.). Fore of the underlying Ges calls
have been made accessible. The most usable BIOS and XBINS
calls have been predeclared for your use. Address and
Pointer functions will let you wore easily sanipulate
systes wemory locations. Screen load, save and restore
functions will sake working with screen isages (Degas
fornat picture files) easy,

s 2 special offer to registered ouners of Version 1,
Version 2 is available from 058 for $29.50 (including
shipping). Suggested refail vith be $89.95,

Michtrom iy currantly offering upgrades of their BES
2.0 to 2.1 for $5.00, Upgrades are also available Tor 1.1
to 2.1 for a little higher price. For nove details you

can call Michiron at 313-334-5760 or their BBS nusber at
11-332-5452.

This sonths vhatever-hapnemd?to goes out to OMI,
Inc. Over tive aonths ago, OMI started taking orders for
upgrades of 81-Talk versions 1.0 amd 1.1; for the nevest

version, ST~Talk Professional 2.0. Sending in your'

original disk and $10 vould assure you a copy of the new
versions with an expected delivery date of early February
1987, Well, it's nov June, and still no ST-Talk
Professional 2.0! OMI keeps making promises of delivery,
but still no ST-Talk Professional 2.9.

NOISE from NOYES
D. B. Noyes - JACE

Another sonth gone by...and no fix from ICD on the
ROM chip in their Wulti 1/0 Board for the printer spooler
portion. Fair varning ICD - mext wonth [ WILL reviev the
board} care to guess hov the reviev will go if their is no
fix? Stay tuned for more.

In the Puklic Domain,..I have just given Sam Cory
"Daisy-Det®, along vith cosplete docusentation. Have
heart, those of you vith Epson and Star 9-pin printers,
vho hunger for near letter quality. By software and
graphics node alone...Roy Boldsan has germitted you Lo
produce NLO, The folloving text file wvas done in the
Sans-Serif font: _ >

PAISY-DOT
By Roy Goldman

Daisy-Dot is on original printing

utility that will revolutionize
dot-matrix printing with Atari 8-bit
computers.

Neor Letter Quality along with o

- simple yet powerful NLQ Font Editor

produce professional documents.
Here's a list of featuras:

- Supports Epson and Star 9 pin
printgrs.

~ Compatiblea with most word
pProcessors. :

- Up to %4% different graphic
densities.

- Printgs PROPORTIOMAL fonts ot up to
g™ +imes the density of draft mode
{Print Shop and Typesetter print ot
a MAXIMUM of onlv 2 times draft
model)

- Flexible choracter spacing
mcmpuiu'hon

- Comas with NG greai' fonts:
- Roman
- Sans~Serif

Script

Block

- Ohio

[

‘- Revise and genera're fonts using the

DAISY-DOT FONT EDITOR, with:

- Joystick control

- Printer module

= Proportional font design

- Characters up to 19 columns wide
and 16 rows high

- Range of 91 ASCII charocters

- W|4% commonds

Daisy~Dot comes with clear ond
complete documentation.

Not bad...eh? Of course; speed is not a feature; I
would suggest setting up your printer vith a spocler (or
buffer), chaining several files, and then doing all those
things aroud the house that computing seeas to get in the
vay of ~ vhile your printer is churning avay!




WORDS ABOUT
THE ST LIBRARY

Charlie Miller-JACH

This month, besides letting you know vhal the disk of
The DISK OF THE NONTH will ba, I have a bit of inforsation
to pass on that I think say be of interest, I even have a
question of ay oun that I's looking for an answer to. Bt
tirst, to the informative paragraph,

As vas previeved Last month 1 would like to nnounce
that this nonth’s Disk Of The Month will be the JACS
library’s #33. This disk features 16 picture files saved
in the Tiny format. This, as you may or may not kaowy, is
a conpression scheae for picture files for all the Degas

sodes, or Neo files as vell. Iacluded on the disk is the .

file TINYVIEW. Tinyview is the Tiny format's equivalent.of
Slide.prg. It is used to display the Tiny format pictures
directly from their comgressed state elininating the need
to uncompress the files first before looking at thes.
Also on the disk is the file Tinystuff.prg. This s the
conpression utility to compress the files in the first
place. It is included for your convenience so you can use
it to condense you present picture libraries if you vish.
The gictures that are included on the disk came from
Bermany via Joe Kennedy {vhere have 1 heard -that name
before?). That dosen’t't guarantee that - they are

exclusives and no guarantee is implied or expressed that

you have positively not seen any of thea defore. Gasble a
little, splurge for the low priced disk of the menth, and
set if the 16 files are all nev to you are not. After
all, the library is not only intended to bring you some
useful P.D. material, but also to contribute tovards the
support of your clybs so vhy vould you vant to refuse?
Sone of these picture Tlles are digitized with & color
digitzer and may be of use to you in deternining vhether

or not you would like a digitizer of your own (if the
thought has crossed your mind). ‘

Next month [ will offer disk #27 as the Disk Of The
Nonth for July. This disk is the one with the ACC_LOADER
program on it, Also included is a fair selection of
various .ACE files for your pleasure (or displeasure if
the CRABS get the best of you). Some are useful, sowe

cute, and some just interesting (if not practical for much
tlse),

Now, 1'u not the type wvho makes a hig deal out of
throving around cospliments in general, let alone to a
nanufacturer, As a matter of fact, I vouldn't wind seeing
i wonthly column that aired gripes about software
publishers and hardware suppliers, You know the omes I'w
referring to, The folks who try to comslt you to a
contract by bresking shrinkvrap and thes giving you
rothing in return in that same “contract®. Or the
perveyors of *Vaporvare' that is alvays promised °*REAL

800N", with an elaborats advertising budget that prodibly
vould be better spent getting the product on the dealer’s
thelves (with a bit less fanfare and & lot  wore
punctuality). Bet omce in a vhile [ happen upon a product .
andJor service that 1 don't mind mentioning. The product
that caught my attention is my 1/2 wep upgrade in my

52057, This upgrade comes from THOUBHTSPACE DEVELOPEMENT
in Berkeley California. When I decided on upgrading wy ST

I asked ail the companies offering an upgrade to send me
their spec. shests, price schedule, and installation
instructions, in order to make my evaluations upon. At
the time; Thoughtspace not only had the lovest price and
even lovest installation fee (if you opted for thea to
aake the installation for you), but they also had wvhat I
thought vas the soundest method of wmaking the upgrade.
What ! liked sost about their upgrade vas that they used
an auxiliary board that vasa't just double-backed taped
sonevhere or seated into vacated chip sockeds for itfs
only nechanical attachaent and support. Branted, this
board requires chips be resoved, the upgrade plugged in
the vatant holes also, but in 2ddition, siraight bare vire
junpers through the motherboard (and to and through the
upgrade hoard) in my opinion sade for a very selid
installation. It also provides for only four additional
solder connections on the mother board's far side by means
of a four strand flat cable that goes through a hole and
to the MMU chip. That sounded so such better to .we then
the othar methods available such 3s trick adaptors that
displace the W chip, plug in that socket and relocate
the MU on it’s top. Although that sounds simple; it
didn’t appeal to me as being as bulletproof as the hard
vired board. Since, at the t{ime, Thoughtspace's's
installation was 5o cheap, they have since then realized
they were selling themselves short, but are still
coapetitive; I opted for them to make the installation. 1
vas conbentedly conputing away for 9 nmonths with the
luxury of a 512K rasdisk. But alas nothing is forever.
About two weeks ago my ramdisk refused to be recogpized,
and experimenting indicated that my second 1/2 weg had
gone south, Now you are probably sayings "vhy recosmend
an upgrade that died on you'? 1%11 tell you why; 1 was
totally inpressed vith the service in solving my probles.
After I failed to fix my ST vith the phone inforsation 1
received so readily, 1 packed off sy wotherboard te
Berkeley, vhere the problen vas diagnosed as a DRAM chip
that expired. The upgrade vas under a 1 year varranty and:
vas replaced and shipped back to me n/c in (this is ay
favorite part) a veek's tine. That is the type of story
sbout service that I like to talk about. Granted, I do
lite to grusble and complain about the other side of this
coin, but aw not happy when I'm done as in this case., As
for the memory chip that died, I must admit that saybe
that isa’t great press on the product, but believe ne, I

. vas satisfied vith the upgrade before this failure, and

had wanted to mention my satisfaction before this but,
just never did. 1 can forgive one chip; and the service |
got made it just short of a painless experience. [ don't
knov hov many 512( 5203Ts are out there in the club, but
thought that this story might be of use to some vho say be.h



onsidering the operation, Like I saidy I'w more at hone
riticizing than cosplinenting, so maybe some day we can
ick around the story of a certain spreadshest that [ had

o vait 13 aonths for the product that 1 thought [ had.

urchased vhen [ initially plnntod Ny noney down.

Yov for the question I had. In leoking for material
or the ST library I came across a file LOOKSE.ARC, It is
upposed to check for and let you know if your SI's
eyboard has the dreaded SHIFT-BE bug in it. Well I
iqured that T have one of the earlisst ST's that ever
scaped Taipai, and that 1 vould probably have it. S0 I
ecided to run this tittle diddy and have the sad verdict
anded to me. Sure enough, ay ST has got it. Now that I
nov { have it 1'd like to know what it is, vhat it does,
né vhat I do about it. | have a feeling that ['N qonma
ind out that the SHIFT-SE bug blows up the first DRMN
hip encountered above in the first 2K that was

nstalled in the wachine, Any serious light that can be

hed on the subject wonld be appreciated.

Sor till next month keep the iced tea out of the

eyboard, and here’s wvishing you no kaputs in  the
onputes,

The JACE Iwmag Articles
Part I

Imag is & veekly publication of Syndicate Services,
ocated in Middlesex, MJ. Ron Kovacs, the Syslp of the
iyndicate Bulietin Board System, edils the nevslebter,
hich is distributed nationwide to computer Bulletin
loards such as our ovn JACG 8BS, and information services
uch as CompuServe and SEnie,

The Jersey Atari Computer Broup vas selected as the
nag User Group of the Month for May, 1987. Articles by
‘AUB nenbers appeared in the May issues of Inag, and the
irst two of those articles are reprinted below.

(The introductory article in Zsag 50 vas written by
‘ACB President Tom Pazel)

| TABATINE MAY
DT ATART NEVS AMD REVIEMS  [SSUE 50

lay 4, 1987

x INAG USER GROUF OF THE MONTH
<« Jersey Atari Computer Broup.....

he Jersey Mari Computer GBroup (JACB) was founded in
981. The original wmeetings wvere informal one-on-one
iscussions and ay interest grev, the discussions led to

eqularly scheduled meetings in one of the six wenberts
ones, >

Froa thone husble beginningsy JACE has evolved into ome of
the nation's presiar Abari user groups with several

“hundred nenbars and an avard~vimning Atari navsletter,

As nore and more people took an interest in the fledgling
Atari user group, meetings moved from the hoses $0 3 Bell
Labs conference room (since many of the original meabers
vere esployees of Bell Labs). Through the efforts of this
group, JACE vas able to obtain the use of the Bell Lab's
auditorium in April 1982, where neetings are still heid
today., The auditoriue can easily seat 400 people,
contains a projection TV and has a tremendous sound and
lighting systea. We could hardly ask for a betler
facility. '

The JACB nevsletter vas first pubiished in Decesber 198!
and through the hard work of {t's editor {and ist JACS
Prez), Dick Kushmer, it also took off, In the summer of
1982, Art Leyenberger took on the responsibility of
nevsietter aditor. Art vas able Yo expand and refine the
nevsletter into one of the best, Each issue wvas usually
24 to 32 pages long and had a press run of hundreds of

copies per sonth (irt is currta%ly'ln editor on the staff
of Analog magazine). ,

Beabership really started to soar and by the summer of
1983, stood at about 300. In Novesber of that year, Frank
Pazel took over the task as nevsletter editor. By then,

-it vas runming about 800 copies per wmonth. The current

senbership is close to 300 with the nevsletter rumning
aver §00 per sonth.

Dick Kushner, one of the founding mesbers, retired as -
president in Noveaber 1984 and Art Leyenberger took over
the job. The current president is Tom Pazel,

The current group of executive officers include Tom
Shooswith, the 16-hit Vice Presidest and Doug Van Hook,
8-bit Vice President., These guys are responsible for
putting together the monthly wmeetings. Tom also helps
vith the BBS (ax a sysop} and Doug is iavolved in helping
out with the disk Iibrary. The treasurer, Shree
Vandenberg, handles the financial bookkeeping and Dave
Noyes: the neveletter editory sanages to orgamize and put
together a great nevsletter every sonth. Bob Mulkearn is
the secretary and wesbership chairman.

Saa Cory, chief disk librariany along with Dave Grees,
Doug Yan Hook and Charlie Willer, perform the task of
revieving, organizing, docusenting and distriduting the
bountiful disk library to the weabership. Gary Gorski,
Ton Shooswith and Mark Knutsen oversee the cacoth
execution of the JACE BYS.

Heetings are held on the second Saturday of each wonth in
the Bell Labs auditoriue in Murray Hill, NI, A typical
seeting consists of a flea market; vhere menbers can swap

>



and sell hardvare, softvare, books, nagazines, etc.; a
question and ansver period, where mesbers can get ansvers
to the questions they have; several desonstrations of that I learned more in the first tvo
hardvare/softvare products as vell as the feature softvare neetings that | attended than T did
of the month. in ny first year of ATARI ownership.
1 discovered a resource to ansver
every question that [ hady learned
vhere to buy and net buy, vhat to buy
and not buy, and where to go and vho
to call vhen nothing with the ATARL
vas going right. 1Y only I had knoun
of JACE's existence vhen I first came
into contact with ATARI!

I vould not be uaqgiratinq tp say

The JACE is proud of vhat it has acconplished over the
past & years and invites you to share the wealth and
becons a weaber. Dues are $23/year,

If you're interested in joining JACG or receiving their
nevsietter contacts

Jersey Atari Computer Broup

Robert P. Mulhearn, Nenbership Chairman
i Crescent Road
Pinebrock, NJ ¢7058

_Yov, through editing the JACH
Neusletter... ! can see first hand the
dynanics of a4 user group - & B0OD

user group. Sysbiosis betveen those
vith a certain skill or knowlsdge,
and those in need of that skill or
knovledge. One in nead at one point
asy very vell be & purveyor of
knoviedge or skill at another point.

TMAGALINE MAY
HOT ATAR! NEWS AND REVIEWS  1S3UE St

Way 11, 1587 There is give and gain - unselfishly,
There is no "stupid® question, there
is no "ridiculous® answer. From *just
bought an ATARI® to a iong tine
auner, from *400" to the °ST"...
there is room for all, there is need
for all - A USER GROUP - and the JACE
sets vell asong the best of thes,

Ix Inag User Broup of the Nonth
wsJersey Mari {onputer Group...

$%An Editorial Viewviny

fros
the '
JACE ' If yout vant to read the latest Atari nevs and
revievs, dowaload YOUR copy of Imsag from the Syndicate BBS
by Dave Noyes in Niddlesex, New Jersey (phone (201)968-8148); or the

Editor - JACE Mesletter JACB BBE in Roselle, Nev Jorsay {phone (201)298-0151),

Next month: the remaining JACH Imag articles?

WY A USER GROUP?IY?

_ TREASURER'S REPORT
Two and ome half years ago [ MAY 1987
purchased my first computer. It vas
an ATART BOOXL...supported by a TRAK
ATD2 disk drivey, 3 PANASONIC KIP-1090
printer and a SYLVANIA 13° color TV ' :
for a sonitor, DBelieve mey I kaev STARTING BALANCE 3/1/87 $3356. 18
from nothing...vhen I got the package Less April Postage 63.63
hone - I didn’t even have & DS and, ——————=
consequently; didn’t get wuch $3250.93
acconplished. On wy owny I
discovered various hooks, and of
course, MNTIC and ANALDS. In due INCONE $744,00
course { year later) I came across a EIPENSE  $1571.78
JACS newsletter. A user groupy I
thought, "what a splendid ides®, |
hought the newsistter, attended the
next meeting, joined the JACG...and >
1"ve been 2 nember ever since.

§. Vandenberg ~ JACS

ENDING BALANCE 5/31/97 - $2423,19



What will it be?
ST or XE

Paul Machiaverna - JACB

Being a user for over four years, 1 have seen a lot
I changes in the computers produced by the company called
tari. I bought an 800 in February of 1983; a 130XE in
squst of 1983, and a 52057 in December of {983, I stil)
 all thres machines (the 800 is for sale; though). I
ust adwit that there are things I like better about the B
it machines and things 1 like better about the 57
achines, 1 joined the JACB only a fev chort months ago
'd have been amazed at the puns vhick are thrown Datueen
"¢ B and 16 bit Atari ouners. 1 find wyself defending
oth michines, depending ugon to vhom ! an talking! When
talk to an 57 owner, I defend the B bits, When 1 talk
3 an 8 bit owner, I defend the ST, And vhen I speak to a
w-Atari ugery I defend all of Mari! 1 just want to
ive sowe vieus on the two conpletely different lines of
asputers Atari has to offer. The specsy, the ads, the
sinions of users, and the puns made at the ametings can
Ea very confusing and frustrating experience to the
stential Atari cosputer buyer or to those who bought one
W asks theaselvesy "Did [ make the right cheice between
3 8T and XE?* Sos I hope to ease up some of the tension

7 sinply telling you vhat I have found that 1 like better

r varse of bhoth sachines,

Firsty let's talk about the 8 bit compaters. When I
wnght »y 800, 1 ismediately realized just what an
wcredible sachine it really vas and still is, despite the
welar viev that it vas a game machine in a computer's
iothes. 1 Jearned to vork with computers on an old Appls
4. What a nightware that vas! Applesoft BABIC is still
1e vorst dialect of BASIC I have ever used. The Apple
15 vay over-priced, and price of it's software was
Mdicalous. When I checked out the Atari 800 ! sav that
i vas a vorkhorse. Terrific graphics and sound did
press ad, but there vas a lot more there, The 8 it
arls are very easy to program vith respect to many other
lmputers and, because I vas still nev to cosputers, that
is a very important point. [ used the BOO for about two
i a half years. In that time I had used Atari & Atari
crosoft BASIC over and over again to write programs to
tve probless in my college major, electronic
Qineering, I wrote all my reports with Atarivriter, and
ter a tough day of studying I could boot uwp "Miner
43'er" and have fun. My being very into the field of
ectronics and after taking a fev EE courses in college,
had the idea of designing and building hardvare projects

connect to wy Aari, The 80O served By early prejects
sinply connecting them to the joystick ports. Buty 1
44 about the paver of uging the parallel bus on the
ver XL and XE computers. When I decided to buy an
6IL, I sav a nev kid in town factually in Gemini!), the

»
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130XE, Hear vas a 120K machine with a greatly sleeked
down look, the paratlel bus exposed; and @ beautiful
price. From the first time I disconnected ny 800 from the
1/0 daisychain and put the 130E in ‘it's place I was
hooked! Mo wore loading in Atari 008 or MYDOS from disk
for a sisple disk directory. Just l1et the RANDisk hold
the DUP.BYS and I had it made. The Happy Enhancement does
a sector copy in one sieple pass. Aed, software vendors,
mich as Tlent, showed just hov valuable the extra memory
vas to applications. Plusy, § really like the totally
redesigned keyboard of the YE. What else could [ vant
from the Atari corporation,

Enter the Atari 5T tosputers. During the sumaer of
1985, the pages of Amalog, Antic, amd CONPUTE! were all
talking about the nev and incredible Atari computers on
the vay to the market. Those vers, of course, the 26057
and the 52087, The 26057 who? VYeah! You know! The
vapor cosputer’ [ eagerly read all the inforsation on the
STs; the specs, the graghics, the speedy the pover!
Finally, She machines hit the stores and I vas able to see
it in action. The lack of software was a little
discovraging, but 1 sav once again that Atari had 1 vinner
on it's hands. The 37 iacludes standard ports for both a
printer and an RE-232 device (Nodea). On the B dits I was
forced to buy the very espensive B30 lor either 10
capbility, 1 started to get interested in wusing a
cosputer as a tool for creating CAD quality dravings and [
sav that a couple ol such software products were
announced. I walted until the programs resched the
aarket, then I bought the 52087, '

To try to wrap all of this history together, [ nov
susnarize what exactly [ use each cosputer for in ay daily
use, [ don't really use my 800 anymore. I vish to sell
it s0 I can use the money tovards a hard drive for ay ST,
! use my 130XE for all sy BASIC grogramming, create a
nevsietter for my place of vork using Typesetter 130KE,
and [ have interfaced it fo a model railroad via a custon
hardware project. 1 am yet to find 3 better BASIE than
BASIC XE by 0S8, It follovs some of structure of PASCAL
and is extremely fast, Typesetter I30XE is a great
grogram for creating printvare. The resolution of the
hardcopies is incredible. I can take pictures from
CosguterEyes and put them onto a page for a newsletter, 1
am able to utilize the expansion bus to yield mere data

~ hits than possible with the 800,

As for the 52087, 1 have upgraded it to 1 Meg RAR,
installed the TOS RONS, and a clock/calendar chip. ! use
CAD prorass for creating beautiful schematics and priated
circuit hoards for ay hardware projects. Word processing
fs nuch easier due to the sore advanced wordprocessors and
the 80 column character screen. 1 used my hosecomputer
{ST) more than ever because [ needed a really 'good’
Pascal (Personal Pascal by 088) for ay programming
classes, and I vas able to nake professlonal quality
dravings for ay reports ln college. The price versus
performance ratio of 8T software s incredible.

|



Relatively lov priced softvare does 3 lot for you. The
software on the ST is very fast and poverful for my uses.

In contrast to other sisular coaputers, Aniga & Nac, the -

ST gives a ot of pover for a lov price. The hardvare
peripherals are also kept at a lov price. Plus, you doa’t

need any special interfaces to connect your printer or
scdes, '

What don’t I Like about the wmachines? My bigpest
gripes about the B bits are, a) no B0 colysm screen
{sorry, bit-3 and others are horrible to wy eyes!)y b) no
standard ports for non-Atari peripherals, c) software has
sloved to s trickle and d) wore asdvanced softvare
applications (CAR) are either too slow to use or simply
not possibls, -On the ST, sy higgest gripes are, a) Atari
can't seen to decide what is to be called & 'complete’ ST
(TO5 RGNS change without notice, the Blitter chip is still
vagorvarey and Atari is giving the developers a hard tine
(6hOS)), b} difficult to interface hardvare to the
sachine, and ¢} difficult to program the graphics
capabilities, especially vhen cospared to the 8 hits and
their easy to use Antic video microprocessor.

S, what do I suggest you do? - Think it over

carefully betveen both machines if you are in the wmarket -

to buy one. Have 2 clear and concise ides as %o vhat you
vant and. need 2 cosputer to do for you. Then compare the
softvare capabilites and the price versus performance you
can expect. Above all, talk to members of the JACE and
try to get unbiased opinions about the machines, Az far
a5 us present Atari users are concerned, we sust have

bought the Atari machine which we felt was right for our

uses. 8oy let's not vaste anymore tiwe on tryieg to show
up each others aachines and just sisply keep at using or

PC Board Designer

Pau) Machiaverna - JACE

Are you into electronics as a business .ar a hobby?
Po you design and build circuits? Do you layout your own

printed circuit boards? Well, then here is a1 softvare

package vritten just for you, PC Board Desigmer (PCBD) is
# professional computer aided design package for the Atari
8T line of computers. ‘Using a computer for the tremendous
task of designing PC board layouts has been around for
quite some time, but it wvas only available on very
expensive machines, Well, Abacus softvare has changed
that by bringing us the PCBE, They state in the user
sanual that they chose the Atari ST computers for this
seftuare because of the great pover available, My
experience in electronics taught me just how tedious it is
to layout even the simplest of PC boards. 8o, with that
in aind and a great machine Like the 8T at ay fingertips,
I shelled out over a hundred bucks for the PCBD and this
article tells about using the paciige, »
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- if you are trying to make an ispossible connection.

In using a computer for PC board layouts, you iaput .
list of all cospoments in a circuit and the connections &
be nade. Then you place the components on the desire
board size. With PCBD you can usually stop there and le
the program do the rest. What I as referring to i
Muto-Routing, the most poverful feature. Auto-Routing i
vhere the conputer itself places the traces on the P
hoard tayout, The traces are the physical connection
betueen the compontnts. 1 have seen several PC boan
designer prograss available for the IBM and Appl
coaputers vhich cost vell over 8500 and they don’t includ:
this feature. Those programs are nothing wore than [Al
prograns vhich require your making all the routes of thi
traces. This is not so with PCBD as I wentioned above
Panual voutiag is, however, alsc available in case you an
not catisfied vith the route of the trace wade by ihi
Auto-Router.

ALl cosponents used on the PC board must be part of
disk library file. Abacus supplies 3 file vith wmost o
the commonly used ones. A seperate program is on the main
disk to mable your defining cosponents vhich are special
to your needs. You simply create 2 totally mev component
or sodify an existing one and save it fo disk. Th
library file contains all graphic and pinout - information
about each individual component. The graphic is what yo
vould aee painted or inked on amy professionally producec

- PC board. Once you have listed all the components you are

ready to input the comnection tist.

~The connection list is what inferas the program hov
the components are to be connected. For exawples pin | of
IC3 is connected S0 pin 8 of 101, and so on.  When
entering the connection list the computer will alarm you

This
is vhen you enter a cosponent not on the component list,
or if you specify a non existent pin on an IC chip. What
you sust be very cautious about is that you don’t enter an

‘incorrects yet legal, conmection. The program is not abie

to recogaize that you entered a conmection different froa
the one nade on the schesatic.

Once the comnection list is complete it is time to
actually place each cosponent on the PC board, The PC
board is shown on the screen in perfect scale and size as
defined by the user. In this mode you really get to see
the pover the ST really has underneath it's cover. Let's
say ve are to position a 40 pis IC chip o our hoard. @n
the scraen ve ses the IC graphic as well as every
connection made to it going to other componeats. Each
line coming off the IC is in 'rubber-band’ mode as you
pove the chip to desired location on the board. With this
sany lines coning off a cosponent it looks like a Man
D*War cravling across the screen, What is truly amazing
is just how fast you can wove the chip across {he screen
and also change it's angle of degree without any screen
flicker, S0, component placement is fast, easy, and not
hard on the eyes. >



- ow that you have input al) the required data in the
fore of a cospoment lint, comnection 1list, an€ board
placenent, it'y tiee sit back and vatch the  computer do
the hard part; Auto-Routing. You see each connmection
being sade on the screen as you think to yourself, 'Hould
I love to see the algorithe for this!' The Auto-Router is
very Tast., Soon after you staried the process you will
see 3 conplete amd perfect PC board layout of the
schematic circuit you entered. At this polnt it is 2 good
fdea to save the ligts and the PC board design o disk.
This vay should you ever need S0 wmodify the design you

won't have to enter all the components and connections all
aver again.

PCBO produces very well detailed hardcopies of the PC
board layouts as weil as a component layout picture
suitable for transferring to the actual PC  board.
Feaenber that you nov have to etch the PC board itself,
The hardeopies are useful for smaping a picture of the
layout and using photo sensitive copper clad boards the
design transfer. { have used tuo different priaters for
oy layouts; an Epsos FI-B5 and an Epson LO-1500. The
results fron the FX are good) but the L0 is fantastic.
Each trace on the LD is well defined with a sinimue of
"fuzziness' associated with most dot-matrix primters.
There are also drivers for plotters,

PC3D has a wealth of ather ilportant {eatures Vil‘

vell. Barriers can be created on the hoard to prevent the
duto-Router frow using those areas for traces, This iy

good vhen you need rooa to drill a hole for nounting the

board in & project case, The router can be used to create
ground planas for RF projacts vhich are semsintive %o EN
radiation interference. The Auto-Router vill not alvays

be able to sake all the connections requested. Two majors
factors which dictate vhether or mot a comnection cam be
traced are a) placesent of components on the PC board and
b} the order in wvhich you entered the commections,
Fartunately, PCBD allows you to change both circumstances
easily. If you need to wove a cosponent you simply
Nighlight it vith the mouse poiater and move it anywhere
on the board. Whea you highlight it the rest of the
cosponents are changed to the faniliar GEX ghost inage and
the nane of the selected conponent iz shown {n 3 vindow on
the screen, so that idetification is easy. If you fesl
that the order of your conmections is preventing the
Muto-Router from completing all of She traces, you can
reguest that the program will change the. order
wtomatically, This resoves the tedious task of having to
edit the entire connection list by hand., Some more
features of PCBD are choice of trace thickness, 45 or 90
degree angles of the traces, single or double sided
boards, just to mame a fev,

With all the good PCBD does for the user, I hate to
mention the bad points. The sost serious dravhack to this
progran is the saxisun 2lloved beard size. It is limited

»

12

to approximately 6.3 by 4.0 inches. For a hobbyist this
say be alright for wmost applications, bet for any
consercial use Shis is simply too small. [ have been
forced to split up a board into two parts %o accomodate
this prables. But, wmultiple boards used where one would
do is more costly and definately not favorable even from a
designer’s point of viev, Baware that if you are using an
B0 column det matrix printer you even have to liwit
yourself to a saaller size. This is because the FIB0 and
sisular dot mateix printouts are produced {n a 21 ratie,
Thereforey the layouts sre printed In twice the actual
size. Thiu ix done so that the resolution will incresse
vhen reduced. Another dravhack s that you can only use
conponent indentification names, such as R10, upta 99,
When [ Labal components on a schesatic 1 like to use
naabers like 102 or 320 to easily distinguish betveen
di ffevent sactions of a circuit, Finally, note that you
say run PCBD only on the ST Nonochroae momitor.

Okay, being too critical is no good, but whal burss
#e up is the fact that Abacus is no longer going to
support this program. That's righty they released the
PCBO along vith sowe printer/gletter dyivers and that's
it, But, before I bought the program I spoke to Abacus
abiout the board size limitation and they assured me thal
an updated version vas near completion. So; I spent $130
and nov 1 feel as thougk I's stuck. 8o, I hearby ask
inyone vho uses this program or who is thisking of
purchashing it to please contact ae. I hope thal vith the
supgort of move people shoving Abacus that they shouldn’t
just leave a program to vaste; ve can persvade them to
consider an update to the program. I quess ot ail
software vendors can be as supportive of it's users as the
quys at DBS,

Bespite the dravbacks, I have found the PLED to be 1

great time saver and I still recommend it to any Atari ST
owner vho builds there oun hardware projecis. [ would
appreciate any interested club mesber giving we a call
concerning the abave problem. My phone number s
(201)-687-3878. Please call only betueen llAH and 10PH, -
anyday. Thank you!

JuNE 1987 JALS

8-BIT RELEASES 5 lory - JAS

116D3331CON SHOP & DCCSYXSDEMDED BY DAVE NOYES HAY, AND JUNE

KOALAPAD TYPE -DISPLAY TO TWPROVE PICS
FOR PRINT SHOP. ALLOWS TRANSFER
OF PRINT SHOP PICS TO BOS 2.0

1{70334M0RE BOOD PICS & DISPLAYERSSICAN BE USED WITH 118D 70

MAKE PS PICS.

1105883GANESSSSHITH EARLY MONOPOLY,

"119D¥X3GEOGRAPHY QUITERSNHERE IS THE CITY ON SELECTED MAPS.

IXESINULATIONSSESHON WILL YOU GET SAFELY AWAY FROM NT HELENS.

1190 IS DISK OF THE MONTH D£HHED NY DOUS VAN HOOK.



JACG Members Call For Spectal Price !!!

1040ST

Personal Computer System

The Only One Megabyte Computer for underS066.

FEATURES.: ‘
¢ integrated CPU. keyhoard, disk drive design.
¢ 1,048,575 bytes RAM.
196,608 bytes ROM.
Built-in Operating Systern (TOS), _
Fyil-stroke, 94-key intelligent keyboard.
3 1/2" double-sided, double-dersity disk drive,
720 kilcbyte storage capacity (formiatted).
* Two-button mouse.
* Sourx! generating capabifities— 3 voices from 30 Hz
to above audibie range.
e 52 colors.
o Selectable graphic resohstion:
&40 x 400 monochrome.
640 x 200 x 4 colors.
320 x 200 x 16 colors.

SOFTWARE SPECTRUM

382 Somerset St
North Plainfteid, NJ 07060

(Juai 7 blocks sauth of U.S. 22)
Store hours:

Midli InfQut ports.

Indusiry standard parailel interface port.
RS232C serial modem port.

Floppy disk port {induding controfier)
for 2nd disk drive.

Hard disk port.

ROM cartridge port.

Mouse and joystick ports.

TECHNICAL DATA:

o MCH8000 micropracessor; 32-bit internal, 16-bit external
architecture,

e Clock speed 8 MHz.

REQUIREMENTS:
ATAR! RGB or Monochrome Monitor.

(201) 5§81 --8777

MasterCard
VISA
American Express

Monday thru Batufdly

10:00 AM thru 6:00 PM

i
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"l -E- Brandt ~ -MCE

This is a proposal to fora a temporary Special
werest Broup (818} to create o useful application to run
v the B-bit computers. If it turns ot  well,
msideration would be given Yo having it sold
omnercially, perhaps through ANTIC's softvare catalog, to
Hp raise soney for JACS,

uggested Application: Dietary Tracking Prograa

The progran would allov food items to be selechd
rom 3 large

database $o create i
nfornation for

tath food item mld intluﬂe- calories; protein,
arbohydrates,

fat, fiber,
otals would be

provided for each meal, each day, and eich veek. In
ddition;

veekly and montkly totals vould be able to be stored.

daily/ueekly aemu.  The

calciume iromy amd sodius content.

pecifications:

f. The progran vould be written in BASIC to make it -

asier to

Toad and modify,

2. The {sitial program would be written for the Atari
-hit

computers and would regquire no more than 49 KB of
AN,

ajor Project Components:
Selecting food itens
Research on nutritional inforsation
Prograsming .
Art for title screen
Background music
Screens for menus, instructions, and help
Nenus and food item databases
verall structure

roposed Project Steps:
Organization and planning
Producing small test program
Completion of program coding
Testing and revisions
Release

his project requires a fev people vho are willing to
evote a fev hours a veek to help develop the program.
nthusiasn is wore isportant than experiance, but
xperience doesn’t hurt, The target is to complete the
rogram in three to six months, 1f you have any commests
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or questions; and/or if you are interested in this
project, please contact W, E. (Bill) Brandt at 27 Mohavk
Trail, Westfield, Naw Jersey 07090, hoss phone
(201)-654-9387 (after 7 paiu)s

Doug Van Hook - JACE

1f you're one of those people vho vacations on the
Riviera, Safaris in Dakar, and then jets off to Majorca,
you have no need for this disk. If, on the other hand,
you are not vell traveled, or have children vho need help
vith their Beography homevork, or have forgotten vhers
Europe is in relation to the rest of the worid... buy tlus
dist!

The public domain disk for this month is disk number
1190, This disk has programs on both sides. On Side A is
a series of Geography prograns; vhile Side B contains &
group of challenging simulations. In order to confuse
those vho skin sy article I'11 reviev the second side
first.

This disk vas developed by the Portland Atari Club
which iz located in Beaverton, Uregon. The simulations on
the disk are entitled; VOLCAND, OREGON, SGUARES, and
NAKECHAMBE., (Out of consideration for the Oregon groups'
heritage I have selected OREGON first.

The progras sisulates a trip over the Oregon Trail.
You begin by purchasing Oxeny Food, Suppliesy efc.. and by
specifying your marksmanship ability. A varning ingicates
that the better you claim you are, the less time you have
to drav! The trip is a rough ome with ome feature I
really got a kick out of; after you die, they still charge
you for a Minister, a Funeral, and Motification of Next of
Kin. Keeping in aind that you have been Kkilled, the
Chasber of Commerce vishes you better luck nest time, If
other pioneers are waiting to take the journey... Type “Y"
and try again.

The nest selection is ay Tavorite!. [t sesms in
Oregon you either learn fast or die. VOLCAND has several
eptions vhich pravide the background inforsation you need
to solve the problens presented by the simulation itself.
I suggest selecting SCENARIO {first, DEFINITIONS second,
and then try THE ADVENTURE... if vou dare. The adventure
plays very quickly, is fun, and containg scads of good
educational saterial. Like a good book, you can't put it
down "til you fimish. To guote the Scemario, *This
program creates an adventurs similar to those reported by
soae of the approxisately 300 people vho were casped
around Ht. 5t. Helens on the Morming of May 18, 1980, and
Survived, " >



WAKECHANGE is a learning simulation for children
betveen the ages of 7 and 9 vho are learning hov to make
thange. Bood, but with limited appeal. The progras
begins by asking your name, and then asks you to give it
$1.25 (example). It proceeds to ask HOM MANY QUARTERS 7

After you respond the progras continues vith Dines Iickles.
and Pennies,

NAGIC SQUARE is played by arranging 13 numbers in
sequence vithin a 4 X 4 grid. [t's addictive, and reainds
ne of those little plastic tile versions vhich I wore wmy
thusbs out on vhen I was a Xid, They were once popular
prosctional giveaways,

e nov return to Side A of the disk, the GEOGRAPHY
@12, This program allovs us to find places in AFRICA,
EUROPE, INGIA, SOUTH ANERICA, the UNITED KINGDON, and the
UNITED STATES. The program asks you to locate specific
cities and states on colorful maps. It is an isprovement
over States and Capitals because there are detailed waps
of other areas of the globe, The only thing I didn"t like
is that after you have exhausted all your atteapis to
ansver a questiony you get no help with the answer.

JACG has many educational disks in our Libravy, some

better than others, Anonq these, disk l !ISB ranks u1th1n
the top 5.

REVIEWS
of
Bop 'N Wrestle
ot
Trailblazer

by Mindscape

Eli Tomlingon - JACE

1t is alvays nice to see nev softvare for the Atari
conputers. It is especially nice vhen it as good as
Trailblazer, Trailblazer is an excellent arcade game vith

very vell done sound and graphics. Andy as for getling

your money’s worthy it is extremely addictive. The game
is a race betveen vhat look like tvo soccer balls. - There
are 2 tracks, each vhich is an obstacle course sade up of
_ colored squares, sach vith a different attribute. The
tracks also have many missing squares vhere the soccer
all can fail i and cause one to lose valuable time. The
chject is to complete each track vithin a certain amount

of timey so that you can move to the next course. You

aust avoid faliing in the voids by jumping. You have nine
jumps per tracks and you can also hit certain colored
squares to jump vithout using your valuable nine jumps.

The progran allovs you to practice any three tracks,
to race alone, against a computer opponent, or vith
another person. The game is very originaly and very veil

P : >

dune.. Although it doesn’t sound like_a-grtat'idea for a
gane, it is one of the best arcade gases in a long tine.

Uith the good, there is often bad. Bad is being too
kind to Bop "N Mrestie, which vill probably end up being
auch aore popular than Trailblazer because of wrestling's
popularity, This is also bad because if you bought Bop 'N
Wrestle, you might vow never to buy another game by
Hindscaps. '

The idea of Bog "N Wrestle is sisple. You control a
wrestler vho can fight against a computer wrestler, or
another player. My first complaint is that this game
takes forever to load. After it reads in vhat wmust have
been every sector on side one, Bop 'N Hrestie prompted ae
to turn over the disk, It then seemed to read every
sector on side two, The vait is most certainly not worth
it. |

The game itself is slov, and I felt that 1 had no
control over the wrestler's movements. There are supposed

to be a nunber of different wrestling woves you can use
against the opponent. Because there are so many, most are

a conbination of tvo joystick actions.  Unfortunately; 1
could almost never do anything but kick the opponent. The
soveaent is very slov and blocky. 1 found this progras to
be no fun at all, ' _

If you are still consldor:ng purchasing Bop 'N
Wrestle, note that it requires 64K, and vill use all of
the 128K if you have an Alari 130XE. The package warns
you that the game is slover with only 64K. [ played with
Bop "N Hrestle on a {30IE, so only in my nightmares could
I inagine this program-on a B4K machine.

If you haven't been to your favorite computer store
recently, you night be pleasantly suprised %o find that
nev softvare has been coming out for the Atari. Some

“titles are Phantasie, and Rebel Charge At Chickimauga by

851, Midvay Dattles by TOC Distributors, Gunslinger and
2218 Baker Street by Datasoft, Autoduel by Electronic
Arts, and The Pawn by Firebird, just to nase a few.

EASTER EGG

Eli Tomlinson - JACE
Nr. A, Phule of Berkshire has discovered an amazing
backdoor whichy it seems, is residest in all recent

“infocom adventures. Starting with the Enchanter trilogy,

if you type in the command SAY LIRPA at the inmput prowpt
the entire text will be dumped on to the screen page by

page.

If you have a printer you can direct the output to it
instead by using the command SAY LOOF, or SAY LOOF LIRPA
to dusp to both screen and priater.

= From Page & magazine, April 1987,

- e m— o —

15



COMPUTE R SYSTE.N.IS

CQNSULTANTS INC

Box 873, 897 US.RT130

inc. nghtstown N.J. 08520
(609)4a48-888879

BEFORE CALLING US CALL AROUND

THEN CALL US FDR LDWEST PRICE!

S

We Are A Certified Atari/Epson
Service Center/Dealer

L ow Dve.rhead = Low Prices__=

520 ST color or mono _,
‘1040 ST color or mono he
"ALL EPSON Printers

‘ST Software

"Peripherals
‘Cables, ete.

visa-m/c
Sam-5pm
mail orders
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Artificial Intelligence
On Your Office Desk

By Donald Forbes - JACG

*Here is an artiticial intelligence diskette that is

sore than just a demo. You might like to try it. out.® My
friend and colleague Marty Brod is a computer nut iike me,
vhen he takes time out from making momey picking hot
stocks, "There is a qood tutorial that you can prist out.®

1 printed out the tutorial, all 49 pages, and MNarty
vas right. The disk needs a PC that will run MS-DBB, It
has 2 deso, but also includes an editor as well as a
conpiler, so that you can create your own expert systes.

You are free to copy and distribute the disk, but if
you vant the vhole system it will cost you almost $500.
But the disk alone is am excelleat iatroduction in
nontechnical language to the mechanics of creating your
own expert systea. If you want a copy of the disk, call me
{377-1200) and bring a blank disk to bhe next meeting.

The tutorial points out that wmany
applications of expert systeas can be vieved as evaluation
systens. The ainm in thess systeas is to evaluate the input
by satching it to one of several predefined categories,
For example, credit analysis involves matching a borrower
vith a credit rating. Insurance undervriting can be viewed
as an attempt to match a client. vith a risk category,

Personnel departments match up employees or job applicants

vith categories of action (such as hire, or promote, or
fire), Research and development projects which are ainmed
at increasing savings or expanding profits through added
capacity can also be considered as eviluation systeas.

The first step to create an expert systes is to build

a knovledge base. In this case the knoviedge base must
includes

1. A TITLE folloved by the name of the knowledge base.
2. An outline of the objectives to be analyzed by the

progras ory in Al jargon, a numbered list of goals for the '

inference eagine to vork on,

3. One or mere *IF...THEN" statements, known as “rules,®
4, The word END.

The tutorial starts out with a sispie knowledge base
(to determine vhether you should stay home or go to vork):
TITLE Going %o work
1. Bo to work
RULE  for no vacation days Teft
IF You have no vacation diys Iift

THEN  Bo to vork
RULE for terrible aeather
IF - The veather is terrible _ >

businegs
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THER 8o to vork.
£ND

This package provides you vith an editor (or you can
use your own) as well as a cospilier {(that will convert the

tnovledge base into & form that the cosputer program
(kaown as the “inference engine®) can work on.

The three parts of the expert |ysto| arer (1) the
cospiled knoviedge base, (2) the program (or ‘“inference
engine®)y and () space in working memory,

When you rum the programy Several things happen in
sequence,

i. First of all, the program clears vorking sesory.

2. Nexty the inferepce engine picks an objective for
*g0al”®) to vork on from the list of goals in the knovledge .
base. In our case, the first goal is "Bo to work.” -

3. The progras (or “inference engine®) then looks for
the first rule whose THEN part Cor “conclusion®) matches
the current goal; if there area’t any then the program
gives up on this goal and tries another goal. In cur
exanple, it finds that the THEN part or conclusion-of the

RULE *for no vacation days left® is "Bo to work" which is

the same as the current goal: "Go to work.®

4, Nov that a match has been found, the inference
engine tries to establish the truth of the IF part of the
current tule. If the inference engine can show that “You
have no vacation days left® {s true, then it will be able
to reach the conclusion “Go to vork,'

5. The progran checks vorking memory to See vhether
it is already known that "You have no vacation days -left®
is true or not. The progras does not find an answér.

6. Now the program looks for an IF-THEN rule that
sight establish the truth or falsity of “You have no
vacation days left,* but once again it does not find an
ansver,

7. Since the data base cannot answer YES or ND to the
question “"You have no vacation days left" the only
solution is to ask the user. A screen appears aikan for
user input,

8. If the user ansvers TRUE then the IF part of the
rule has been proven, the rule is exscuted, and the goal
8o to vark® is achieved. The prograa then stops.

9. If, hovever, the user ansver FALSE to the question
*You have no vacation days left® then the raie fails, In
that case the progras goes back to step 3 using the rule
*for terrible weather," and proceeds through step 8 or 9
looking for an ansuer.



e can cosbine 211 these assumptions into a foraula
that says: PROJECT MERIT = RELATIVE NEED ¥ (ANNUM PROFIY
OR SAVINES / (INVESTMENT + DEVELOPMENT COSTS))

‘i program for an evaluation of this type could be:

TITLE RED Project Evaluator

.. nogo
2. g0
RLE 1

IF hurdle value = 1

MND  time frame in months > 6

AND  project type IS comsumer capacity
THEN no go

MULE 2

IF  tise frase in months ) 12

AND  project type IS high tech.

OR  project type IS industrial capacity
THEN no go

RAE 3

IF  project serit > hurdle value

THEN go

ELSE no go

END

Within the program ve can replace the "hurdle value®
with our arithaetic formula,

Bne final touch is the ability to add confidence
fattors vhen responding to a prompt from the program, Ia
real world applications, decisions are often sade on the
basis of uncertain or unreliable information. To .sodel
such situations, many expert systeas will accept facts
that are not completely true or completely falsey but ~are
believed vith a greater or lesser degree of confidence.

In this package the user tan allov for confidence

factors by placing a control statement *CONFIDENCE ON*
dhead of the goal outline, This vay, if you are only 90%

surey or even only 751 certainy you can qualify your
statensnts.

The ain of this package is to let yous (1) apply a
structured nethodelagy to the solution of expert systess
probless, (2) write knovledge bases for  both
troubleshooting systems and evaluation systeas, (D)
control the selection of goals, (4) set up a knowledge
base to reach more than one conclusiony and (5) build a
custon interface for an expert system application,

The vendor is Level Five Research ia Indialamtic,
Florida 32903 at 305/729-9056. I{ you do nothing mere than
print out the tutorial you will gain some idea of why
expart oystens are rapidly gaining ground in coasercial
applications, And you will also understand why many
vendors of dedicated hardvare LISP nmachines are going
belly up.

-DIUNZHIN
- prograneé by Randall Don Masteller

Neil Van Dost, Ir. - JACE

*Dunzhia® is a fantasy role-playing game with
graphics, put out under the Screenplay(tm) label. It can

be played on 400, B0 and XL/YE Atari’s -- the back side

of the disk also has the Comsodore 64 version,

Expect to be killed off early in the first fev games,
until you get the hang of things. Entering the “Dunzhia®
you will de asked if you vant to play a saved game, up to
five games can be saved on the disk. You also have the
capability to play a saved character, also up to five <cin
be stored on the disk. :

Upon entering the “Dunzhia® you will be egquipped
automatically vith your crystal ball, vhich holds a map of
vere you have been. Pieces of the nap are added as you
sove through the different 1levels, Other equipwent you
will have, includes a full varrior's gard — svord, a full

. suit of armor, a treasure pouch, and a magic vand. A vord

of advice herey save the use of your vand for thase tight
spots 35 it can become quickly depletedy, and places to
recharge it are a piece apart.

The chject of the quest, vhich is different each
game, is spelled out for you at the beginning before you
enter the maze. You should aquaint yourself vith the
Yarriors of RAS"(tm) manual as it has a wealth of
inforaation, vhich vill help you survive.

‘It is dark in the dungeons; your foes are sany and
deadly, and they prey on the unvary. As you leare, growing
fasters stronger, and wore cunning, you may find your vay
deeper into the blackness. The crystal bhall juéges your
skill ~ you begin as a Level 1 Warrior, It is eritten
that boldest, most cunning and most abie of adventurers
can attain the rank of a Level 20, What does not kill you .
aakes you stronger, if you can defeat it in battle."

Game play vas very good and the comsands are easily
reneshered after the first few games. You can type help at

* . the action prompt at any tise and the menu of commands
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vill be displayed, Along your travels you vill encounter:
Harpiesy Oyres, Briffons, Tralls, Ghouls, and Elves to

name a fev.

Qver all [ would qive “Dunzhin" four stars. It would
have been five, but occasionally the program fails to load
due to the heavy protection on the disk. [ found that
resoving the gdisk and powering the drive off and on helps
vhen this occurs. I have to stop here nov as I see a
Cavebear comming round the corner, vith blood in his eyes

== [ think he plans on having me for lunch.
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