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PREFACE TO THE EPSON
LIBRARY

The Epson Library series of books has been prepared with the full
support of Epson America, Inc., including information, technical
support and loan equipment. This ensures that the books will be
accurate, up-to-date and helpful.

Epson’s commitment to this series is based on its commitment
to be a full-service computer company, not just a vendor of hard-
ware. Epson has a reputation for value, durability and user-friend-
liness in its products, and for supporting its users through third
party suppliers, user’s groups and publications like this book.

The Epson Library is made up of three different kinds of books.
Books entitled THE EPSON CONNECTION: IBM-PC (and ATARI,
COMMODORE 64, APPLE, MACINTOSH, KAYPRO) are designed
to help owners of specific computers to get the most out of their
Epson owners of specific computers to get the most out of their
Epson printers. These books clarify and extend the discussions
found in the respective computers’ and printers’ manuals. They
will help you get started with the system you have or are consid-
ering, and will provide you with the knowledge to use every feature
and capability of the best-selling Epson printer line.

A second group of books are directed to the use of printers
and computer systems for people in various professions and occu-
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2 Epson Connection: Atari XE/XL

pations. Again helping to clarify the process of getting started with
a system involving a computer, a printer and other peripherals,
the books also provide ideas and how-to guidance on specific ap-
plications for the occupation being addressed. Books in this sub-
series are available for doctors, lawyers, accountants, engineers,
salesmen, writers, real estate and insurance agents, educators,
contractors, and small business owners.

The third grouping is of books on topics of interest and value
to any present or future computer user. There is a general printer
maintenance, troubleshooting and advanced techniques guide—
EPSON PRINTERS: TIPS AND SECRETS—a book on the intri-
cacies of telecommunicating made simple —EPSON GUIDE TO PC
COMMUNICATIONS—books on business writing, basic graphics,
business graphics, personal financial planning using computers,
software law for programmers who wish to protect and sell their
software, and a review guide to available MS-DOS and CP/M soft-
ware for Epson computers.

These books are not “sales pitches” for Epson products (al-
though they do give Epson product specifications and use Epson
computers and printers to execute their examples—and there is
no doubt that Epson will be pleased if what you learn here causes
you to conclude that Epson machines are for you), but efforts to be
of service not only to people who already own Epsons, but to the
computer user in general. Certainly the applications and tech-
niques described in each book can be implemented on any computer
system (especially given the preponderance of Epson printers and
“Epson-compatibles,” and Epson’s CP/M and MS-DOS computer
compatibility).

Within each book, many topics will be touched upon that are
in some ways general and in some ways specific. For instance, a
spreadsheet will be discussed differently in THE EPSON CON-
NECTION: ATARI, EPSON PRINTERS FOR CONTRACTORS, and
THE EPSON PC AND PRINTER GUIDE FOR PERSONAL FI-
NANCIAL PLANNING, and while each of those may mention
some specific spreadsheet programs, MS-DOS AND CP/M SOFT-
WARE FOR YOUR EPSON: A DIRECTORY AND REVIEW, will
give information on a number of them. We recommend that you
consider a CONNECTION book addressed to your computer, an
application book addressed to your occupation, and those from the
third group that cover topics of interest to you.

In general, the books are written by writers skilled in the art
of explaining and simplifying computer use. Often the authors are
also members of the profession or occupation being addressed (as
with the lawyers’ and engineers’ books) or especially qualified tech-
nically (as with TIPS AND SECRETS). And, though all books
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contain some optional advanced techniques, all are primarily get-
up-and-running-quickly-and-easily guides.

Please let us know if these books have been helpful to you, if
there are things we should change, or if there are topics we ought
to address in new books or in revisions of the existing ones. Send
any coments to:

Epson America, Inc.
2780 Lomita Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90505

THE EPSON LIBRARY

THE EPSON CONNECTION: IBM PC. William H. Darnall

THE EPSON CONNECTION: ATARI. Leigh E. Zeitz

THE EPSON CONNECTION: COMMODORE 64. Leigh E. Zeitz

*THE EPSON CONNECTION: APPLE. W.H. Darnall & D.B.
Corner

*THE EPSON CONNECTION: MACINTOSH. Rick Dayton

*THE EPSON CONNECTION: KAYPRO. Robert Oaks

MEDICAL OFFICE APPLICATIONS USING YOUR EPSON.
Susan R. Dodson

EPSON PRINTERS FOR LAWYERS AND LEGAL
SECRETARIES. John C. Lautsch and Craig R. Schwandt

EPSON PRINTERS FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS. Robert Oaks

EPSON PC & PRINTER GUIDE FOR CONTRACTORS.
Kenniston W. Lord, Jr.

EPSON PC & PRINTER GUIDE FOR EDUCATORS. Kenniston
W. Lord, Jr.

EPSON PC & PRINTER GUIDE FOR INSURANCE AGENT.
K.W. Lord, Jr.

*EPSON PRINTERS FOR WRITERS. Robert Qaks

*EPSON PRINTERS FOR BUSINESS WRITERS. Robert Oaks

*EPSON PRINTERS FOR ACCOUNTANTS. Rick Dayton

PROFESSIONAL WRITING AND WORD PROCESSING WITH
THE COMMODORE 64 AND EPSON. E.F. Durang

EPSON PC & PRINTER GUIDE FOR ENGINEERS. Robert
Wood and Michael L. Gonzales

EPSON PC & PRINTER GUIDE FOR SELLING &
MANAGING. C.F. Durang

*EPSON PRINTERS FOR REAL ESTATE AGENTS. Robert
Oaks
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EPSON PRINTERS: TIPS AND SECRETS. W. H. Darnall &
D.B. Corner

EPSON GUIDE TO PERSONAL COMPUTER
COMMUNICATIONS. Timothy P. Banse

EPSON GUIDE TO SOFTWARE LAW. John C. Lautsch

EPSON GUIDE TO BUSINESS GRAPHICS AND
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS. Gabriel Cuellar

*GRAPHICS USING EPSON PRINTERS. Gabriel Cuellar

MSDOS & CP/M SOFTWARE FOR YOUR EPSON: A
DIRECTORY AND REVIEW. Michael L. Gonzales

EPSON PC & PRINTER GUIDE FOR PERSONAL FINANCIAL
PLANNING. Robert Oaks

All books available from your local Epson dealer, or your local book-
store, or write to Merdyne Publishers, Inc., 184 Fifth Avenue,
New York, New York, 10010. (Books marked with * available
from Reston Publishing Company, care of Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 07632).



Introduction

CONGRATULATIONS!!! Since you are reading this book. I will
assume that you are either the proud owner of an Atari computer
and an Epson printer or are considering becoming one.

If you are like most people, you have decided that you would
like a computer to assist you in your daily activities and have spent
hours agonizing over which system would best suit your needs.
Finally, after thinking about all of the considerations, including
the size of your pocketbook, you have chosen the Atari computer
and Epson printer to fill the bill.

Your work is not yet over, however. Although a computer
system can make your work easier, it will not do the work for you.
You now have the machines to do the work but they are waiting
for you to tell them what to do.

Many people forget about this part of using a computer. They
don’t spend the time learning about the capabilities of computing
and become frustrated. This frustration is blamed on the “limi-
tations” of the system and very often the computer is misused,
underused, or not used at all.

This book is meant to help you overcome this problem. The
Epson Connection: Atari book is written to help you integrate your
computer system into all facets of your life. You will discover that
computers are not just workhorses of the business world. They can
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be useful machines around the house as well. This is not to suggest
that an Atari computer may someday replace your vacuum cleaner,
but I am saying that many of the things you do around your house-
hold or in your schooling can be made easier with your new system.

WHO SHOULD READ THIS BOOK?

This book is for anyone who has an interest in making their Epson
printer and Atari work for them. As I stated earlier, most computer
systems are underused. If you are a beginning computerist, this
book will introduce you to using a computer in ways you never
thought possible. If you are a professional computer user, you will
probably find suggestions in this book that either you hadn’t thought
of doing or hadn’t had the time to implement. I hope that reading
this book will make your life a little easier.

This book is also for anyone who wants to interest someone
else in their computer system. If you are reading this, you are
probably an adult male in his 20s or 30s. Please don’t take this a
sexist remark if you don’t fit the description, but this is what the
statistics show. Chances are that you are married with a family.
The chances are also very good that you are interested in showing
the other family members how they can use computers.

A quick glance down the table of contents will show that The
Epson Connection: Atari is full of applications for members of your
family. It includes hints on using your Epson printer to get better
grades on reports, ways to print recipe cards, a program for printing
checks on your printer, tips on printing business letters and many
other suggestions.

Who should read this book?
YOU should!!!

OVERVIEW OF THE CHAPTERS IN THIS BOOK
This book is broken into four sections:

1) Your Computer System

2) The Computer System at Home
3) The Computer System at School
4) The Computer System at Work

The first section introduces you to your computer system.
Chapter 1 takes you on a guided tour of your Epson printer and
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introduces you to some of its print styles. Chapter 2 gives you a
similar tour of your Atari computer as well as the many peripherals
which compose the computer system. The two machines meet in
Chapter 3 where the process for hooking them together is discussed
along with some considerations about where to set up your system.
Chapter 4 begins to teach you how to make the system work. It
covers the multiple printing styles available with the Epson printer
and how to use them.

The second section introduces you to the household applica-
tions of your Atari computer/Epson printer computer system. Chap-
ter 5 gives an explanation of word processing and how it may be
used to produce letters, lists, and other documents. Computing in
the Kitchen, Chapter 6, continues with a discussion of word pro-
cessing for creating shopping lists. It also includes a couple of
BASIC programs. The first creates labels for organizing your pan-
try and the second prints recipe cards. Chapter 7 discusses how
your computer system can make keeping track of your home fi-
nances less taxing.

Your Computer System at School includes plenty of helpful
advice for letting the computer age help you improve the quality
of your work and raise your grades. Chapter 8 is devoted to re-
searching and writing reports. It explains effective methods for
managing research information using a word processor, database
manager and a BASIC program which prints notecards. A strategy
for improving your test scores is included in Chapter 9. Along with
this advice there is a BASIC program for printing sample quizzes.
The final chapter in this section explains accessing the Epson’s
printing capabilities through BASIC programming. Beyond the
various printing styles, this chapter explains how to turn your
Epson printer into a graphic palette.

The last section tells you how you can involve your computer
system at work. Chapter 10 provides you with examples of how
word processing can make your business correspondence more ef-
ficient and more profitable. Chapter 11 discusses using spreadsheet
programs for handling your business. It provides examples of how
you can spend less time calculating your money and more time
making it. Telecomputing is the topic of the last chapter. It explains
what telecomputing is and how you can become involved in the
most powerful development in computing since the microchip.

This book is multi-sectioned, but each section contains infor-
mation that can be used in many applications. Don’t limit yourself
to only the sections that address your immediate concerns. Read
the whole book. As you read, think about how the applications can
apply to your particular lifestyle. You may discover that a computer
can be much more than a business machine for crunching numbers.
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INVOLVING FAMILY MEMBERS WITH YOUR
COMPUTER SYSTEM

Many people (myself included) find computers both challenging
and exciting. Some of us even take our interests to the extreme
where these machines monopolize practically every minute of every
waking hour (hence the creation of the Computer Widow). Star-
struck by the radiance of this terrific machine, we engage in a
crusade to introduce everyone around us to the greatest thing since
sliced cheese.

Unfortunately, our family members are usually the ones who
first feel the results of our selfless crusade. I must warn you that
you are treading on tenuous ground unless you proceed with cau-
tion.

First of all, DON'T force computers on anyone. Many good
parents are worried about providing their kids with the computer
skills they will need in the future. Don’t pressure your kids into
using a computer. It’s a lot like riding a bicycle; they’ll do it when
they’re ready.

Secondly, DON’T buy a computer just for your children. Since
you're reading this book, it’s safe to assume that you already own
a computer system. But don’t introduce your kids to a computer
by surprising them with a computer system one morning. Spending
over $800 on something your children aren’t ready to use will cause
you to feel cheated and your children to feel pressured. The best
way to get your children interested in computing is to let them see
you working successfully on the computer. Of course, as their in-
terest increases you may find your time on your computer de-
creases. This means that you’ve been successful in your crusade
and it may be time to buy another Epson printer and Atari for the
kids.

Finally, realize that some people just don’t like computers.
Typically, these people are of the older generation, but there are
some kids who would rather play baseball on a field than on a
keyboard. Understand and accept this fact of life. The world will
continue to turn if you find that no one else in your family wants
to learn how to program. That just means you’ll have more time
to yourself on your computer.

These are just a couple of hints to keep in mind as you read
this book. I have written this book in an easily digestable format
with application programs that are easy to input and helpful in
using your Epson printer and Atari computer to the fullest.

HAVE FUN!!!



Using the Programs in This
Book

This book includes some BASIC programs designed to help you get
the most out of your Epson printer and Atari computer. BASIC
may not be the programming language of choice by professional
programmers, but it came free with your Atari computer and a
price like that’s tough to beat. If you prefer working in another
language, you're welcome to use these programs as models and
translate them into your favorite working medium.

These programs were purposely kept simple. They are quite
functional in achieving their goals, but many of the “bells and
whistles” were eliminated so they may demonstrate the capabili-
ties of your computer system without requiring you to type volumes
of code. I hope you will modify and improve them to fit your specific
needs.

Every program over ten lines has a line that reads:

10 REM SAVE "D1:program name”

This is meant to save you time while typing in programs. You
should save your programs often when you are typing them into
your computer. This will help guard against losing the information
you have so carefully input. When you want to save your programs
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as you’re inputting it, type LIST 10 <RETURN>. Line 10 will
appear. Press the Up Arrow three times and then the space bar
six times. This will leave SAVE “D1:program name” on the screen.
Press RETURN and your file will be saved to diskette. No muss,
no fuss. It ensures that you save the file to the same name every
time. It’s a life saver late at night when you’re eyes are closing but
your fingers are still pounding.

The most important point of all is to have fun while you are
typing and using these programs. If it turns into drudgery, stop
for a while and return after you've played a few action games on
your Atari Computer.



Chapter 1

This is Your Epson Printer

Most people think of a printer merely as something attached to a
computer. But a printer is much more than that. It is the means
by which your work is transferred from its electronic form to a
printed form. It creates the finished product that others see. It is
the Fingerprint of your work.

Epson, Inc. is one of the leading printer manufacturers in the
world. It first made its impact in the printer industry with its series
of “dot-matrix” printers. Epson’s dot-matrix printers have set an
industry standard by which competitors are measured. These print-
ers include the MX, RX, FX, LX, JX, LQ and HomeWriter lines.

THE MX PRINTERS

The MX printers were the original line of printers introduced by
Epson. This line contained one of the most popular printers of all
time, the MX-80. IBM chose a modification of the Epson MX-80 to
accompany its introduction of the IBM PC in August of 1981.
There were two basic versions of the MX printer: the MX-80
and the MX-100. The MX-80 printed at 80 characters per second
and used 82" wide continuous paper with tractor-feed perforations
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along the edges. It had no roller platen like a typewriter, so it could
not push paper through the printer. It had to pull the paper through
using tractor-feed sprockets which could be adjusted for the width
of the paper. It was limited in its printing capabilities. It could
only print in pica, condensed, expanded, and emphasized modes.
These print modes were expanded in later versions of firmware
(operating instructions on ROM chips).

The Epson MX-100 was released with a 15-inch platen to
accomodate larger sheets of paper for printing spreadsheets and
other forms of output which couldn’t be printed on 8%" paper. The
MX-100 also included an improvement in the firmware (Type II)
which allowed it to print in higher resolution graphics, skip-over
perforations, program the right margins, and print in a total of
eight international character sets.

Later, Epson introduced the MX-80 III F/T (for Friction/Trac-
tor feed) which included a platen along with the tractor-feed sprock-
ets. The platen enabled it to print on single-sheet paper as well as
continuous-feed computer paper. This printer also included another
update of the firmware called Graftrax Plus. This added the ability
to print in italics, superscript, subscript, and to underline.

THE RX PRINTERS

The RX series is an improvement over the MX series. These print-
ers print at 100 characters per second, feature 11 international
character sets, 96 italic characters, and 32 graphic characters. In
addition, they offer graphic characters which are used by the Epson
HX-20 portable computer. The RX series print in pica, elite, com-
pressed, expanded, and emphasized modes.

Like the MX series, the RX-80 and RX-100 can use only trac-
tor-feed continuous paper. The RX series also has F/T models that
can handle either perforated rolls of paper or cut sheets. The RX
printers can do many more things than the MX printers, but they
usually sell for less.

THE FX PRINTERS

The FX series was introduced in 1983. It is an upgrade of the
preceding printer lines. These printers can print at a blinding speed
of 160 characters per second. They offer a “pin-feed” platen for
bidirectional printing which allows the paper to move both forward
and backward for improved printing control.
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Figure 1.1 FX-85 and FX-185 Printers

This latest series offers graphics resolution twice that of the
RX series (240 dots per inch) along with nine international char-
acter sets. They can print in pica, elite, italic, condensed, expanded,
underlined, and emphasized modes. The vertical line spacing is set
at ¥ inch but can be programmed to n/72 and n/216 inch.

These FX computers contain a 2000-character storage space
(buffer) which will hold one-to-two pages of text. This buffer can
hold text in memory while the printer is printing it out instead of
requiring the computer to wait for the printing to finish before
continuing onto the next task.
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The FX-85 and FX-185 are the latest in the FX series. In
addition to including everything found in the earlier FX printers,
these printers feature an 8000-character buffer and the SelecType
capability. The SelecType component allows the user to program
up to ten different typestyles by simply pressing the control panel
buttons on the front of the printer. SelecType was originally in-
troduced on the LX printer series and will be further explained in
that section.

THE SPECTRUM LX-80 PRINTER

In addition to the many features found in the FX-80, the Spectrum
LX-80 dot-matrix printer marks a new era in Epson printers with
its introduction of the SelecType feature. This feature allows the
user to access various printing modes simply by pressing the con-
trol panel buttons in specific sequences. This capability removes
many of the headaches previously found by users wishing to vary
printstyles in their documents.

Figure 1.2 Spectrum LX-80 Printer

Along with the SelecType feature comes the Near-Letter Qual-
ity mode. This produces sharp characters which are almost indis-
tinguishable from those printed on a typewriter. Because the method



This is Your Epson Printer 15

used to produce these letters requires two passes, the speed for
Near-Letter Quality printing drops to 16 characters pe second from
the 100 characters per second speed for normal draft quality.

THE JX PRINTER

The Epson JX-80 might be thought of as a Spectrum LX-80 with
the capability of printing in seven colors. Like the LX-80, it can
print in multiple fonts which can be software programmable or
through the SelecType feature. It has a high level of graphic res-
olution as well as the ability to print in any of eight international
character sets.

Figure 1.3 Epson JX-80 Printer

The color printing is controlled by including a special control
code (ESCAPE R) followed by the code for the specific color. The
ribbon for the JX-80 contains four colors: black, magenta, yellow,
and cyan. These colors are mixed with multiple passes to produce
the other three colors: green, orange, and violet. Many software
programs are already modifying their programs to make use of the
colorful capabilities of the JX-80.
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THE LQ PRINTER

The LQ-1500 is the top-of-the-line in Epson dot-matrix printers.
Its printhead holds 24 pins instead of the standard nine pins which
provides it with resolution that is almost three times that of its
siblings. This resolution gives it the capability to produce near-
flawless letter-quality characters.

Figure 1.4 LQ-1500 Printer

The LQ-1500 is both fast and versatile. It prints at 200 char-
acters per second in the draft mode and 67 characters per second
in letter-quality mode. It has a character set of 96 standard char-
acters, 96 italic characters, and 32 international characters which
can all be printed in letter quality, letter quality/proportional, and
draft modes. This machine offers true superscript and subscript
modes as well as ‘many’ different printstyles.
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THE SPECTRUM LX-90 AND HOMEWRITER-10
PRINTERS

Figure 1.5 HomeWriter-10 Printer

The LX-90 and HomeWriter-10 printers are quite similar to
the LX-80 with the slight exception that they “have no brains.”
They are designed to emulate machine-specific printers for the
Commodore 64, Atari XE/XL, IBM PC, IBM PCjr, and Apple Ilc.
The instructions for these emulations are contained in the unique
cartridge interfaces used to connect the LX-90 or HomeWriter-10
with the respective computers.

One advantage to owning the HomeWriter-10 or LX-90 over
Just using one of the actual printers being emulated is the SelecType
feature.

THE SQ-2000 INK JET PRINTER

This printer is different than the rest of the Epson line in that it
is a dot-matrix printer that doesn’t use pins to make impressions
on paper. It uses ink jets. The greatest thing about this style of
printer is its quiet operation. While the SQ-2000 prints, you only
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hear the whoosh of ink being sprayed on paper instead of the
rackety clatter of metal pins crashing onto a platen.

Figure 1.6 SQ-2000 Printer

This printer prints at 176 characters per second in draft qual-
ity, and 106 characters per second in letter-quality printing mode.
It supports 11 international character sets and prints in pica, elite,
condensed, condensed-elite, expanded, emphasized, italic, super-
script, subscript, and underline modes. It comes with a 2000 byte
input print buffer which can be expanded to 32,000 bytes with an
interface board. This is a versatile and fast printer which can
handle anything from correspondence to business graphics.

HOW DOES A DOT-MATRIX PRINTER WORK?

A dot-matrix printer doesn’t form letters by striking a piece of
paper with a key like on a conventional typewriter. Instead, a dot-
matrix printer forms letters by striking the paper with a number
of pins in the shape of the desired letter.

Your Epson printer has a set of nine pins arranged in a vertical
column. This column of pins travels horizontally across the page
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firing the necessary pins against the ribbon to form letters. In the
draft printing mode, each letter is composed of an imaginary matrix
of dots. This matrix is composed of six columns of nine dots— hence
the name of dot-matrix printer (see figure 1.7).

000000000

Figure 1.7 Dot-Matrix Print head

When a capital “P” is to be printed, the printer sends instruc-
tions to the print head to shoot forth pins as depicted in Figure
1.8. In the first column, all of the pins in the upper seven rows are
pressed against the ribbon (the pins in the two bottom rows are
used to print the descenders of letters like “p,” “y” and “q”). In the
second, third, fourth, and fifth columns only the pins in the first
and fourth rows are used. In the final column, the pins in the second
and third rows are used to close off the “P”

Figure 1.8
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The imaginary 9x6 matrix used in creating letters

The O’s show the dots used to print a “P” Dot-Matrix tech-
nology has many advantages. The greatest advantage is versatility.
Since each pin can be individually controlled, a dot-matrix printer
is not limited to printing only letters. By shooting forth the ap-
propriate pins, it can produce detailed pictures as well. These pic-
tures are created in much the same way as pictures in a newspaper
through the use of little dots.

The other great advantage to dot-matrix printers is speed. A
computer communicates through electricity. Electricity travels at
the speed of light. Although there may be some mechanical limi-
tations to transmitting information that fast, the biggest stumbling
block to getting words to the printed page is the speed of the printer.

The conventional procedure for typing characters with a type-
writer involves the use of single keystrokes, the spinning of a ball
typing element, or the turning of a daisy wheel. Each of these
necessitates a short period of time waiting for the proper letter
typing element to move into position to produce the desired letter.

A fast typist will type 70 words per minute. This is about 350
characters per minute or about six characters per second. When
incorporated into a printer, the typewriter technology for printing
letters will usually print between 13 and 25 characters per second
(cps). On an expensive printer with only one printing head, you
might get 55 cps.

The dot-matrix printer doesn’t have to worry about spinning
heads. The printhead moves back and forth across the page striking
the ribbon with pins to form letters. The only limitations for speed
are how rapidly the head can move from side-to-side and how quickly
the paper can be advanced. The speed on these printers will range
from 40 to 200 cps.

The greatest disadvantage to a dot-matrix printer is the qual-
ity of the characters. As I stated before, these letters are created
by a number of dots placed on the paper in the form of a letter.
The early dot-matrix printers (models MX-70 and early MX-80)
created many poor quality letters. Since each letter had to be cre-
ated within a small 7 X 5 box of pins (the matrix), some of the
letters were strangely shaped. The lower-case “q” and “p” didn’t
go below the line, which at times made it difficult to tell the dif-
ference between a “q” and a “9.” Some people didn’t like playing
“connect the dots” while they were reading.

Since then, great care has been taken by companies like Epson
to improve the quality of dot-matrix characters. The descenders on
the “q’s and p’s” now go below the line. The number of pins used
to create the letters has been increased to improve the resolution
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of each letter. As more dots are used to create each letter, the letter
appears more solid and is easier to read.

The Epson printers have three print modes that will improve
the letter quality and thus, improve the ease of reading. These
modes are called Emphasized, Double-Strike, and Near-Letter
Quality printing.

In the Emphasized mode, an Epson printer prints each letter
twice, with the dots of the second letter slightly to the right of the
first. This process fills in the horizontal lines of the characters.
The characters produced are darker and more fully formed than
the standard letters.

THESE ARE STANMDARD CHARACTERS

THESE ARE EMPHASIZED CHARACTERS

THESE ARE STANDARD CHARACTERS

Figure 1.9

In the Double-Strike mode, each letter is printed twice with
the dots of the second letter slightly below the first. This process
tends to fill-in the vertical lines of the letters. It also produces
characters that are darker and more fully formed than standard
printing.

THESE #RE STANDARD CHARAGCTERS

THESE ARE EMFPHASIZED CHARACTERS

THESE ARE DOUBLE~STRIKE CHARACTERS

Figure 1.10

The sharpness of the letters in the Near-Letter Quality (NLQ)
mode is created in a fashion that is a bit different than that of the



22 Epson Connection: Atari XE/XL

emphasized and double-strike modes. Each of those modes produces
its letter quality by printing a letter twice but with a slight offset.
In the NLQ mode, the print head makes two passes on each letter
but doesn’t print exactly the same letter both times.

Figure 1.12 shows six lines of NLQ printing. The first two and
the last two lines are perfectly formed. The center two lines, how-
ever, look as though the ribbon was running out of ink or some-
thing. There is nothing wrong with these two lines. They are
demonstrating the difference between the letters printed on the
first and second passes in the NLQ mode.

these are near-letter quality characters
these are near-letter quality characters
thoese are ncar—letber quality charactor:s
these are near letter quality characters
these are near-letter quality characters
these are near-letter quality characters

Figure 1.11 NLQ Printing

The center two lines were created by manually advancing the
paper between the first and second pass of the print head. Notice
that during the first pass, the print head lays down the basic struc-
ture of each letter. The “f’s” and the “t’s” aren’t crossed and the
“e’s” don’t have the center bars printed. During the second pass,
the letters are filled in. The letters are crossed and the centers are
filled in. The result is a high-quality form of letter.

THESE ARE STAMDARD CHARGT TERDS

THESE ARE EMPHASIZED CHARACTERS

THESE ARE DOUBLE-STRIKE CHARACTERS

these are near-letter quality characters

Figure 1.12
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Another style of printing that comes in handy when you want
to put a large amount of informaticn in a very small space is
Compressed. In this mode, your printer “compresses” the letters
horizontally. This allows you to print 132 compressed characters
in the space of 80 standard characters.

THEEE MRE STANDARD CHARSCTERS

THESE ARE EMFHASIZED CHARACTERS

THESE ARE DOUBLE~STRIKE CHARACTERS

these are near-letter quality characters

THESE ARE COMPRESSED CHARACTERS

Figure 1.13

If your Epson printer has the SelecType feature then it has
the unique capability of allowing you, the user, to set these printing
modes through the use of a combination of keys on the front of the
printer. Unlike other printers in this price-range, the Epson print-
ers with SelecType don’t require computer knowledge to produce
high-quality printing. This feature is called SelecType. The spe-
cifics of this feature will be more fully covered in Chapter 4.

EPSON PRINTER, MEET YOUR NEW OWNER...

Now that you know about some of the capabilities of your new
printer, let’s take a closer look at it.

If you’ve never seen a printer before, it might remind you of
a typewriter without a keyboard. For all intents and purposes,

that’s exactly what it is. It is an output device for your Atari
computer.
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Figure 1.14 The FX-85

On the outside, your printer looks like a beige box with a knob
and some flat buttons. Open up the front panel (the one with the
Epson decal) and things will begin to look a bit more interesting.
If your printer has a long, black roller that can be turned by the
knob it is called a platen. Like a typewriter, this is the roller around
which the paper rolls. It gives your printer the capability to push
single sheets through using friction. Hence, the name—Friction
Feed. If your printer doesn’t have a platen, then it is restricted to
printing only on paper with perforated tractor-feed holes running
long the side.

The squarish metal object that slides back and forth along a
bar in front of the platen is the print head about which you spoke
earlier. You will see this device rushing from side to side trying to
keep up with the information sent by your Atari.

Around the printhead you might find a black cartridge of
ribbon. If you haven’t installed it, you won’t be getting much print-
ing from your printer until you do. This cartridge contains a 20-
foot loop of ribbon that is accordion-folded inside.

Installing the cartridge is not too difficult. Hold the cartridge
so that the knob and arrow are on top and the ribbon is pointing
towards the platen of the printer. Look towards the rear of the
cartridge and you will see plastic pins jutting out on either side.
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If you have an LX, JX or HomeWriter printer, you will find a black
plastic platform directly behind the print head. At the rear of the
platform you will find hooks under which you must hook the ribbon
cartridge pins to secure it. If you have any of the other printers,
you will find slots at either side of the printer for hooking the pins.
Now level the cartridge into a horizontal position on the platform
slipping the ribbon between the printhead and the silver metal
facing between it and the platen. You might want to use a pen or
a small screwdriver to guide it into position. Turn the knob on the
ribbon cartridge in the direction of the arrow a couple of times to
seat the ribbon properly and you’re all ready to print.

If you have a platen on your printer, you should have a lever
at the left side of your machine marked “RELEASE.” This is sim-
ilar to the paper release lever on a typewriter. It controls the amount
of friction used to push the paper through the printer. When it is
in the back position, the platen pushes the paper through the car-
riage using friction. This is useful when you are printing on single
sheets of paper like letterhead.

When the lever is towards the front in the “RELEASE” po-
sition, turning the platen has little effect on feeding the paper
through the carriage. This is used chiefly when you are printing
with continuous paper that has sprocket holes on the either side.
If you plan to use continuous paper, you should definitely acquire
the optional tractor unit that fits into the holes in the lid of your
Epson printer on either side of the platen.

The tractor unit has gear-like sprockets with pins that fit into
the holes on the edges of the paper. These sprockets pull the paper
through the carriage and ensure a smooth feed. Tractor-feed
sprockets come standard with platenless printers, but are optional
on the other printers. It isn’t absolutely necessary to use a tractor
unit if you wish to use continuous paper, but I have found in using
printers like the LX-80 and HomeWriter-10 that continuous paper
is less likely to snag if it is used with a tractor feeding device.

I'might also mention that if you are using the optional tractor
unit you should have the “RELEASE” lever pushed forward to the
released position. Trying to use the tractor unit with a friction feed
situation can lead to wrinkled and torn paper. The tractor pins are
trying to “pull” the paper through while the platen is trying to
“push” the paper through. These two forces don’t always coincide
and can lead to torn paper.

INSERTING THE PAPER INTO YOUR EPSON PRINTER

Before you can do any printing, however, you must insert some
paper. You could try printing without, but all of your work would
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end up on the platen. Have you ever tried putting three holes in
a platen and clipping it into your notebook? It’s not easy.

It won’t matter whether you use single sheets or continuous
paper. Threading paper into your printer is the same either way.
Be sure that the power is off and the print head is moved into the
center of the platen. Push the release lever forward into the “RE-
LEASE” position. Place the straight edge of the paper (it’s more
difficult if the paper is torn or jagged) into the slot about halfway
back on the top of the printer. With a hand on each side of the
paper, press the paper evenly down and around the platen so that
it pokes up between the print head and the platen. If you are having
problems accomplishing this, try rocking the paper from side-to-
side while pushing downwards.

Once the paper has peeked up on the other side of the platen,
pull the paper bail away from the platen and thread the paper
underneath. Push the bail back towards the platen and the paper
will be held firmly against the roller.

If you are using the tractor unit, continue to pull the paper
through the roller until the front edge of the paper is about two
inches above the pin feed holders on the unit. Open the clips on
each of the pin feed holders and try to fit the sprockets into the
holes on the side of the paper. You may have to adjust the horizontal
position of the pin feed holders to line them up with the edges of
the paper. To do this, pull the locking levers on the pin feed holders
forward. Place the left holder about % of an inch from the extreme
left position and lock it there by pushing the locking lever back.
Leave the other holder unlocked.

Open the clip on the left holder and fit the sprockets into the
holes on the left side of the paper. When you have done so, close
the clip to secure the paper into place. Now open the clip on the
other holder and slide it into a position that will allow you to easily
fit the paper holes onto the sprocket. Close the clip on the holder
and flip the locking lever back to secure the holder into position.

If you aren’t using a tractor unit, flip the release lever back
to the friction feed position and you’re ready to roll.

There, you're ready.

BRINGING YOUR EPSON PRINTER TO LIFE

“Master, it lives!” The paper’s loaded and your Epson printer is
ready to go! Let’s see what it can do.

The actual explanation of how to put your printer through its
paces will be covered in Chapter 4, but you can see it print without
even hooking it up to your Atari computer.

Begin by plugging in your printer. Make sure that the power
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switch on the side of the printer is turned off. If you have a
HomeWriter-10 or LX-90, your PIC (Printer Interface Card) must
be plugged into the back of your printer but it doesn’t have to be
connected to your Atari computer.

Now find the function button labeled “Line Feed” and press
it while you turn your printer on with the power switch. As your
printer comes to life, it will click a few times and the printhead
will bounce back-and-forth. Suddenly, you will see “VERSION COM
1.1” print across the page and then continuous lines of characters
will begin printing. This is the test pattern and it will continue
until you turn off your printer.

VERSION CoM 1.1
PURELR (Y~ /0
LUHEYR () R+ - /OL2
CHELL T () %r -, /D)
#ELL () %+,-./0
FUR O #+ -, /012 57
A () Rt -l /0123456789 5 ¢
& O #*+,-. /01234546789
Y+, /0123456789

@ABCDEFGH I JKLMNOFORSTUVWXYZLE ] Te— ] ..
PEABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPRRSTUVHXYZ LD T ]~
@ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOFRRSTUVW (Y Z L £ Tl | ==

Figure 1.15 Test Pattern in Draft Quality Printing

If your printer is equipped with the SelecType feature, you
can see this same test pattern in Near-Letter Quality mode. Repeat
the process except press the “Form Feed” button while turning on
your printer. You'll notice that these characters have a different
appearance from the first test pattern.

version com 1,1

LUHSXE’ ()*k+, ~. /0123458789 ; <=>?@abodefghi Jklmnopqrstuvwxyz[£] ™—ABCDEFGH[JKLMNO
PUBSKE’ () %+, -, /0123456788 : ; <=>?@abedefghi Jklmnopqrstuvwxyz(£] ™—ABCDEFGH IJKLMNOP
"HSXE’ () %+, ~. /0123456789 ; <=>?7@abodefghi jklmnoparstuvwxyz[£]} T™—ABCDEFGH IJKLMNOPQ
#3X&’ ()*+, -, /0123456789 : ; <=>?@abodefghi Jklmnoparstuvwxyz[£] —ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR
$X&’ () x+, -, /0123456789 ; <=>?@abcdefghi jklmnoparstuvwxyz[£] ™N—ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS
X%’ ()k+,-. /0123456789 : ; <=>7@abcdefghi Jklmnopqrstuvwxyz[£] N—ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRST
&’ ()x+,-. /0123456789 ; <=>?@abcdefghi jklmnopqrstuvwxyz[£] ™N—ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU
; ()%+,-. /0123456789 ; <=>?@abedefghi jklmnopqrstuvw xyz[£] ™—ABCDEFGH IJKLMNOPQRSTUV

Figure 1.16 Test Pattern in Near-Letter Quality Printing

There you have it! Your Epson printer is more than a pretty
box. It’s functional too.



Chapter 2

This is Your Atari Computer

The Atari computer family contains some of the most widely used
computers in the home market today. They were able to integrate
the graphics and sound capabilities which were Atari, Inc.’s trade-
mark in the video game arena with the capabilities of a personal
computer.

As with the rest of the personal computer industry, the Atari
computer line has experienced constant evolution. It began with
the original models 400 (16K) and 800 (48K) which introduced the
world to the potential of a low-cost computer system. These ma-
chines were well received for their superb sound and graphics ca-
pabilities.

Then Atari upgraded its product line with the XL series in-
cluding the 600XL, 800XL and 1200XL. These computers included
many improved features and an upgraded Random-Access Memory
(48K in 600XL and 64K in 800XL and 1200XL models). The latest
model in this series of computers is the 130XE computer. This
computer comes complete with Atari BASIC and 128K of RAM,
truly the most powerful machine of the series.
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Figure 2.1 Atari 130XE Computer

This book is written to help you in integrating your XE/XL
computer with any one of the Epson printers. All of the programs
and most of the information contained in this book will work with
any of the XL computers or the 130XE. For the sake of simplicity,
I will be using the Atari 800XL as the example computer.

ATARI COMPUTER

Although your Atari computer may just look like a keyboard, it is
a complete computer which has more remory and more features
than the large expensive computers of just a few years ago.

This small beige box is the workhorse of your computer sys-
tem. If you were to remove the cover, you would find a circuit board
covered with small black boxes called microprocessors. This is where
it stores, manipulates and processes information.
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Figure 2.2 Atari 800XL Computer

THE KEYBOARD

At first look, the Atari computer keyboard resembles that of a
regular typewriter. Upon closer examination (of the 800XL), you
will notice keys on the left and right of the keyboard that are
unique to the Atari computer.

On the left, you will see keys marked with:

1) ESC,
2) CLR/SET/TAB, and
3) CONTROL.

On the right, are keys for:

1) CLEAR/<,

2) INSERT/>,

3) DELETE/BACKSPACE,

4) four keys with directional arrows, and

5) a half-shaded rectangle (inverse video key).

Even further to the right is a column of five keys. These keys
are marked:
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1) RESET,

2) OPTION,
3) SELECT,
4) START, and
5) HELP.

These are function keys. Their functions may be defined by a
program that is running on your Atari computer. This means that
not all of them may be functional in all of the programs. The
program will tell you how they are to be used.

OUTLETS, PORTS AND HOLES

Your Atari computer communicates with the outside world through
the outlets and ports found on the top, right and rear of the com-
puter. On the top, you’ll find a cartridge slot. This is where car-
tridge-based programs are connected into the system. Although
most cartridges contain games, there are many fine applications
programs like AtariWriter which can also be found on cartridge.

On the right side you’ll find two ports. These ports are for any
of the various external control devices available for the Atari com-
puter. These devices include joysticks, paddles, light pens, and
digitized pads.

Across the back are five connections and two switches. From
left to right are:

1) Peripheral Port—this serial port connects with the disk drive
or printer adapter;

2) Parallel Bus—this is the parallel connection to the outside
world. It will be used with most Epson printers;

3) Monitor Connection—a direct 5-pin connection for color com-
puter monitors. Will not work with a television;

4) TV Connector—supplies both the audio and video to your tele-
vision set;

5) Channel Selector—selects the output channel on your tele-
vision from channel 2 or 3;

6) Power In-Port—connect your power supply to this port;

7) Power Switch—turns power on or off.

Each of these connections allows your Atari computer to com-
municate with other devices, computers, or humans. Without these
connectors, your computer would be a useless machine because it
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would have a limited way to receive information and no way to
dispense its processed information to be used.

THE MONITOR—A WINDOW TO THE ACTION

Many people are under the misconception that typing on the com-
puter places information into the monitor. This is a reasonable
assumption because the characters appear on the screen and the
screen is part of the monitor. The monitor, however, has no place
to store this information. It is only a viewport. It is a window to
the activity happening within your Atari computer.

Your Atari computer can use either a standard television
(black-and-white or color), or a special video monitor to display its
information. The television for a monitor is the least expensive
since almost every home has one. The video monitor, on the other
hand, produces a much clearer picture than a television and is
easier on the eyes when using your computer for long periods of
time.

410 PROGRAM RECORDER

When you turn off your computer, all of the information that is
stored within it is lost. If you spent 3 hours typing in a chapter of
a book and then turned off your Atari computer, you would lose
all of your work and would have to redo it. To avoid this problem,
you could leave your computer on 24 hours a day, or find some way
of saving the information in a way that could later be loaded into
the computer to be used.

Atari has an inexpensive way for you to save your data. It is
called the 410 Program Recorder. This is a specially adapted ver-
sion of a cassette tape recorder that will record your information
on tape in such a way that can be reloaded into your computer at
a later date. It connects into the peripheral port on the back of
your Atari computer.

Once the 410 Program Recorder saves information onto a tape,
it is unable to retrieve only specific programs for use in the com-
puter. This is a disadvantage because the 410 Program Recorder
must load the complete contents of the tape into your Atari com-
puter so that your computer can sort through and find the infor-
mation it needs. This means that one cassette may fill your
computer’s memory with several programs when the desired pro-
gram is only 3 kilobytes long.
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DISK DRIVES

Another way to store information is with a disk drive. A disk drive
is similar to a record player in operation except it has the ability
to both play and record. The disk drive records information or
programs on 5Y4-inch disks called “floppy diskettes.”

A disk drive is more expensive than a 410 Program Recorder,
but it is much faster and provides a more efficient use of the in-
ternal memory of your Atari computer. A disk drive stores infor-
mation in specific locations on floppy diskettes. When you request
information from the disk drive, it can look for the title of that file
in its directory, locate that position on the floppy disk and load
only the pertinent information into your computer. This means
that your computer’s memory will not. be burdened with unnec-
essary programs and information, leaving more workroom for your
programs to run.

Both the model 810 and 1050 drives will work with the Atari
XE/XL computers. This means that you. can upgrade from a 600XL
to a 130XE and not have to buy new drives.

POWERING UP YOUR ATARI COMPUTER

Once you have your Atari and all of its peripherals hooked together,
it’s time to turn on the power. The Atari computer is especially
sensitive when it’s turned on so I have included the suggested
power-up procedure.

The most important part of this power-up/power-down pro-
cedure is to turn your computer on LAST and to turn it off FIRST.
The order of the peripherals is actually inconsequential but I have
found this order to be the easiest.

1) Turn on your monitor or television.

2) Turn on your disk drive (make sure you don’t have any diskettes
in it when you do) or 410 Program Recorder.

3) Turn on your Epson printer.

4) Turn on your Atari computer using the power switch on the
right side.

When you have finished using your computer system, turn
them off in the reverse order.

1) Turn off your Atari computer.
2) Turn off your monitor.

3) Turn off your disk drive.

4) Turn off your Epson printer.
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This is your Atari computer. Together with your Epson printer
it can make a powerful workstation that will enrich your life and
make many of your day-to-day activities easier and more produc-
tive. The next chapter will describe how to hook them together and
where to set them up for maximum efficiency.



Chapter 3

Setting Up Your Epson
Printer and Atari Computer

Now that you’ve been formally introduced to your Epson printer
and Atari computer, it’s time to introduce them to each other.
They’ll be working together.

FINDING A LOCATION

Where to set up your computer system may not sound like too
much of a problem, but it is one that too many people spend too
little time considering. This often results in non-users having hard
feelings about the computer always being in the way or, it’s placed
so “out of the way” that the computer is forgotten or not fully used
because of the inconvenience of its location. This is a decision that
needs to be made and should not be taken lightly.

The first factor you should consider is how you plan to use
your computer system. Will it be for running your business or your
kitchen? Will you be writing term papers or shopping lists? Will
you be balancing your checkbook or juggling your accounting
homework? The application you now have in mind will probably
change as you read this book and become better acquainted with
the capabilities of your computer, but it’s helpful to have a goal in
mind as you begin.
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Once you have your application in mind, start looking around
your house for an appropriate spot for your system. If you’ll be
running your business with your Atari computer and Epson printer
then you may want to put it your study or office. If you’ll be using
it for managing your kitchen, you’ll need it near the cooking end
of your house. No matter what your kids may tell you, if your
computer will be directed towards schooling they’ll get the most
from it if it’s located away from stereos and cable TV.

You're beginning to realize that other factors are wriggling
their way into the formula. Here are some things you should con-
sider:

1) The Monitor—Using the family television for a monitor dic-
tates exactly where you’ll be setting up your office. It will also
dictate when you’ll be able to use it. The rest of the family won’t
think too kindly about your plinking the keyboard while their
favorite TV shows are playing. These sorts of problems may
prompt you into buying a computer monitor or a second tele-
vision much sooner than you had planned.

2) Electrical Availability—These creatures live on electricity so
make sure there’s an outlet nearby. You may need two 110-volt
outlets because you’ll have at least four electrical cords that
need to be plugged in. This problem can be surmounted by using
a power bar. An electrical power bar is designed to accommodate
four to six electrical units at a time. Some bars even come with
a switch that will allow you to turn on all of the outlets at once.

3) Electrical Circuits—Even if you have enough outlets, you need
to consider the amount of load that you will be placing on the
electrical circuit. Your system will be drawing less than 3 amps
from the circuit so there is little chance of it overloading a circuit
by itself.

Atari Computer - 4 amps
Video Monitor - .85 amps
Disk Drive - .5 amps
Epson Printer - .6 amps

Total —ﬁ amps

If you have other electrical instruments or appliances on the
same circuit, adding your computer system may be enough to
overload it.

If overloading isn’t a problem, these other appliances may
cause your computer some other problems. Some appliances
such as refrigerators or air conditioners cycle on and off
throughout the day. When they turn on, they draw extra current
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from the electrical line. This momentary hoarding of electricity
can cause your computer system to suffer from a short loss of
power. This loss of power might be enough to erase the data in
the temporary memory of your Atari computer. The safest step
would be to have your computer running on its own separate
circuit. This can be costly but may be worth the expense if you
come to rely upon your computer. If you have any questions
about the electrical aspect of your computer system, consult an
electrician.

4) Environmental Conditions—The area around your computer
system should be free of dust and smoke. Particles can build up
on the microprocessors inside the computer to cause it to ov-
erheat. You should also look out for cat hairs, peanut butter,
lemonade and the like. These things can clog the mechanical
parts or cause the whole system to short circuit.

5) Noise Disturbance—Consider the proximity of the kids’ play-
room, the family stereo, or outside noises. These can become
annoying when you are trying to accomplish some serious work.
Conversely, if you plan to work late at night, set up your work
station away from bedrooms where you might disturb others.

6) Telephone Proximity—A telephone may not seem necessary
now except as a convenience, but, as I will discuss in Chapter
13, telecomputing is an exciting world that you will want to
explore.

CONNECTING YOUR EPSON PRINTER TO YOUR ATARI
COCMPUTER

Now for the connection. Your Atari Computer is designed to send
information to printers through its serial peripheral port. This isn’t
a problem if you’re using an Atari printer designed to accept in-
formation from the computer in serial format. The Epson printers
I have been discussing in this book, however, are all parallel print-
ers. They must receive information from the computer in a parallel
format. This means you must use something to convert your Atari’s
serial output into a parallel input for your Epson printers.

The conversion from serial to parallel is accomplished through
what is called a parallel printer interface. This is a connector which
attaches to the peripheral port of your Atari computer. It acts as
a clearinghouse for the information being sent from that serial
port. It provides a parallel output port for your printer as well as
serial output ports for your disk drives. You might call this the
control center for your Atari peripherals.

Atari manufactures a parallel printer interface called the Atari
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850. This tends to be the standard in the Atari world because it is
guaranteed to be 100% compatible with your Atari computer.

Other manufactures produce parallel printer interfaces as well.
Here is a list of other interfaces you might consider, which are
available at Atari dealers and advertised in magazines addressed
to Atari users.

Parallel Printer Interfaces

A-16 (with 16K buffer) by Digital Devices
ApeFace XLP by Digital Devices
ApeFace 12 XLP

Atari 850 by Atari, Inc.

Icepic Printer Interface by Iceco
Microprint Interface by Microbits

MPP 1150 by Microbits

Turbo Print

U-Print A by Digital Devices

USING THE PARALLEL PRINTER INTERFACE

The Atari 850 Parallel Printer Interface is a grey box with ports
on three sides. Your Atari attaches to the 850 interface through
the peripheral port on the back of the computer. This is the same
port used to interface with the disk drive. Consequently, your disk
drives must communicate with your Atari through the 850 inter-
face.

Your Epson printer also receives information from your com-
puter through the 850 interface. Data is sent from your Atari
computer to the 850 in serial form. The 850 converts the infor-
mation to a parallel format and then passes it on to your printer
through the cable connected to the port in the back of its box.

Let’s test the connection. Begin by turning on your system
using the procedure explained in Chapter 2. Your screen should
display “READY”. Type in this program EXACTLY as it is here.
Remember to press the RETURN key at the end of each line.

LPRINT "HELLO, I AM YOUR EPSON PRINTER”

Type RUN and press the RETURN key. If your printer introduced
itself to you—CONGRATULATIONS!! You're ready for action. If
your printer stayed silent, follow these guidelines to find the prob-
lem:
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1) If the power light isn’t lit—turn on the printer.

2) Make sure the 850 Interface is plugged in and turned on.

3) Check to see that the cord is plugged firmly into your Atari
computer and 850 Interface.

4) Check to see that the cord is plugged firmly into your 850 In-
terface and Epson printer.

5) Is there paper threaded through the printer?

6) Type LIST and press RETURN. Check that you typed the pro-
gram into your computer exactly as it appears on this page.

7) Type RUN and press the RETURN key again. If your printer
still refuses to introduce itself, review the steps one more time
and then contact your dealer.

Now that they’re talking, let’s see what you can do with this
powerful pair.



Chapter 4

Making Your Epson Printer
Jump Through Hoops

Now that you have your Epson printer and Atari computer con-
nected and talking, it’s time to get fancy. Your Epson printer is a
smart little machine and with its help you can make:

BIG IDEAS MORE IMPRESSIVE

OR

SNALL I1DEAS MORE CONCISE

OR

a8 ANDIN DEA AND U MOR

Example lines printed on an Epson printer

It’s all in the wrist.

40
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PRINT STYLES

A print style is the style in which a printer types text. Your Epson
printer for the Atari computer offers several different print fonts.
They may include:

Draft (or Standard) Dot-Matrix
Elite Dot-Matrix

Emphasized Dot-Matrix
Double-Strike Dot-Matrix
Expanded Dot-Matrix

Italics Dot-Matrix

Reverse Dot-Matrix
Compressed Dot-Matrix
Near-Letter Quality

These styles, along with a variety of combinations, provide
you with a palette-full of printing options to make your writing
more interesting. In this chapter, I will discuss how to use your
Atari computer and Epson printer to produce these characters. In
the following chapters we will investigate how to use them to bring
life to your writing.

HOW TO ACCESS THE PRINT FONTS

In the past, the only way to tell a printer which print style you
wanted to use was to send it numeric printer codes. The ease with
which this could be done usually depended upon the type of soft-
ware you were using and your level of computer sophistication.

The latest generation of dot-matrix printers by Epson (which
include the JX, LX, FX and Homewriter-10 printers) sports a fea-
ture called “SelecType.” SelecType allows you to set some of the
print fonts by pressing the buttons on the front of your printer.
You must still choose some of the fonts through print codes, but
SelecType makes talking to your printer as easy as pressing a
button and counting to four.

SELECTYPE

SelecType enhances the printer options typically offered on an
Atari computer. Depending upon the printer you're using with your
Atari computer, you can set from three to ten different type styles
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through the SelecType feature using the three buttons on the con-
trol panel.

These type styles can include: Near-Letter Quality, Com-
pressed, Expanded, Double-Strike, Emphasized, Elite, Italic,
Underlined, SuperScript, SubScript, and even the ability to skip
over perforations when printing program listings on continuous
paper.

Let’s imagine that you have a striking letter that you want
to print using the double-strike mode. Using SelecType, you can
Just tell your printer that you want to use the double-strike print
style and let your Epson printer do the rest of the work.

The sequence for setting a type style:

1) Turn off the printer and turn it back on to clear the memory.
This prevents mixing-up the signals to your printer.

2) Turn on the SelecType function by pressing the FORM FEED
and ON LINE buttons simultaneously. This should cause your
printer to beep. If it doesn’t, return to step 1 and try again.

3) Select your desired type style by pressing the ON LINE button
the correct number of times. Press ON LINE three times to
select Double-Strike. (Figure 4.1 indicates SelecType options
on some of the Epson printers. The Mode column indicates the
number of times the On-Line button must be pressed to select
the desired option.)

MODE FRINTER
LX-80 IX-80, FX-85 HomeWriter-10

&) Reset Reset Reset

1 NLE Compressed NLE&

2 Emphasized Expanded Emphasized

3 Double-Strike Elite Double-Strike
4 Compressed Emphasized

] Elite Italic

) Double-Strike

7 Underline

8

SuperScript

S

SubScript
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io Skip-0Over

Perforation

Figure 4.1 Comparative chart of SelecType settings.

4) Once you have pressed ON LINE the appropriate number of
times, press the FORM FEED rectangle once to set your selec-
tion into the printer’s memory.

5) Turn the SelecType function off by pressing the LINE FEED
rectangle once. This will turn the ON LINE light off.

6) Press the ON LINE button once more to prepare it for printing.
The ON LINE light will reignite and your Epson printer will
be ready to receive your letter from your Atari computer.

If you don’t have a letter that you want to print but you still
want to see what your Epson printer can do with SelecType, here’s
a BASIC program that will demonstrate what your Epson printer
can do.

10 REM SAVE "D1:SELECTYPE DEMO"

20 REM # #* DEMONSTRATES THE SELECTYPE PRINT STYLES % %
30 DIM A$(1),Z$(40)

40 PRINT CHR$(125)

80 PRINT :PRINT " PRESS RETURN TO BEGIN PRINTING"
100 PRINT THE SELECTYPE DEMO":PRINT :PRINT
110 PRINT * THIS PROGRAM WILL DEMONSTRATE THE"

120 PRINT " SELECTYPE FEATURE OF YOUR EPSON"
130 PRINT " PRINTER. IF YOUR PRINTER SOES NOT"

140 PRINT " SUPPORT THE PRINT MODE BEING "
150 PRINT " DEMONSTRATED, PRESS THE RETURN KEY"
160 PRINT " TO ADVANCE TO THE NEXT SELECTION."

170 GOSUB 800

200 2$="THIS 1S COMPRESSED PRINT"

210 PRINT "SET THE PRINTER FOR COMPRESSED PRINT"
220 60suUB 800

230 GOSUB 750

250 Z$="THIS IS EXPANDED PRINT"

260 PRINT "“SET THE PRINTER FOR EXPANDED PRINT"
270 GOSUB BOO

280 GOSUB 750

300 Z$="THIS IS ELITE PRINT"

310 PRINT * SET THE PRINTER FOR ELITE PRINT"
320 GOSUB 800

330 GOSuUB 750

350 Z$="THIS IS EMPHASIZED PRINT"

3460 PRINT “SET THE PRINTER FOR EMPHASIZED PRINT"
370 60SUB BOO

380 GOSuUB 750

400 Z$="THIS 1S ITALICIZED PRINT"

410 PRINT “"SET THE PRINTER FOR ITALICIZED PRINT"
420 GOSUB 800

430 GOSUB 750

450 Z$="THIS IS DOUBLE~STRIKE PRINT"

460 PRINT " SET PRINTER FOR DOUELE-STRIKE PRINT"
470 GOSUB 800

480 GOSUB 750

S00 Z$="THIS IS UNDERLINED PRINT"

510 PRINT " SET PRINTER FOR UNDERLINED PRINT"
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520 GOSUB 800

530 60SUB 750

550 Z$="THIS IS SUPERSCRIPTED PRINT"

560 PRINT "SET PRINTER FOR SUPERSCRIPTED PRINT"
$70 60SUB 800

580 GOSUB 750

600 Z$="THIS IS SUBSCRIPTED PRINT"

610 PRINT " SET PRINTER FOR SUBSCRIPTED PRINT"
620 GOSUB 800

630 GOSUB 750

650 PRINT "WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO THIS ABGAIN (Y/N) "3
660 INPUT A%

670 IF A$="Y" THEN GOTO 40

680 PRINT " IT°S BEEN NICE PRINTING WITH you"

740 END

750 PRINT * RESET YDUR EPSON PRINTER"

760 PRINT

770 RETURN

800 PRINT :PRINT " PRESS RETURN TO BEGIN PRINTING";

810 INPUT A%

820 OPEN #1,8,0,"P:"

830 FOR R=1 TO S

840 PRINT #1,Z%

850 NEXT R

860 PRINT #1,:PRINT #1,

870 CLOSE #1

880 PRINT :PRINT " # % % % % % % % % % % % % % # % % “":PRINT
890 RETURN

Figure 4.2 BASIC Program for SELECTYPE Demo

This program is designed to display the various SelecType
print styles available on your printer. When you run the program
it will prompt you to “Set the printer” to a specific type style. Follow
the steps just outlined to set your printer and then press the RE-
TURN key. Your Epson printer will come to life and print five lines
in the selected print font. If your printer doesn’t offer the style of
print described by the SELECTYPE demo, just press RETURN to
continue to the next style.

A couple of problems may occur. If you run the program and
your printer doesn’t print, check to see that it is on and the ON
LINE button is lit. On the other hand, if your printer prints all of
the lines of print in the same font, it means that you aren’t resetting
your printer to clear the memory before you give it a new setting.

USING NUMERIC PRINTER CONTROL CODES

There may be times when you want to control the type style directly
from a program instead of manually pressing buttons on your
printer. This can be done by using your Atari computer to send
numeric printer control codes to your Epson printer. This ability
gives you more flexibility in your creations than when you are
trying to incorporate SelecType fonts, but you may find it to be a
bit messy.

You can inform your printer that you want to print in ex-
panded letters through a BASIC command like this one:
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LPRINT CHR$(27); CHR$(14);"THIS IS EXPANDED PRINT”

This command uses LPRINT (Line PRINT) to send the quo-
tation over the “lines” to the printer instead of sending it to the
screen. The CHR$(27) tells the printer to prepare itself for a printer
control code to follow. The CHR$(14) is the printer control code
which tells the printer to switch into the Expanded Printing mode.
In expanded mode, the letters are twice the size of standard print.
This means that instead of the typical ten characters per horizontal
inch, your printer can only fit five characters within a horizontal
inch. You’ll see the difference when you type this line into your
Atari and press RETURN.

This same command line may be used to print a line of small
letters in what is called the Compressed Mode. The compressed
mode is almost half the size of the standard mode. It fits 17 char-
acters to the horizontal inch. The only changes in the program line
are in the printer code and the message.

LPRINT CHR$(27); CHR$(15);"this is compressed print”

Now that you're in these special printing modes, you may be
wondering how to return to the standard printing. The expanded
printing will only remain active for one line so you probably won’t
have to manually turn it off. If you want. to, however, use CHR$(20).

LPRINT; CHR$(27); CHR$(14);"This is expanded
print”; CHR$(20); "This isn’t”

You can return from the compressed mode using CHR$(18).

LPRINT CHR$(27); CHR$(18);"This is standard print”

If you’re wondering what these magical numbers mean, it’s a
good question. The numbers following the CHR$ are part of a larger
set of codes called the American Standard Code for Information
Interchange (ASCII).

The ASCII codes represent the language used by your Atari
computer and Epson printer to communicate. Computers don’t
“think” using letters, they can only represent characters with num-
bers. When your Atari computer wants to send the letter “Z” to
your Epson printer it sends the number 90. The “%” sign is rep-
resented by the number 37 and interestingly enough, the numeral
“6” is given the value of 54 in the ASCII code.
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These ASCII codes are also used to send commands to your
printer. As you've seen, expanded, compressed and standard print
modes are represented by the numbers 14, 20 and 15, respectively.
Other commands are sent by ASCII as well. Your Atari computer
can also tell your Epson printer to advance one line with a code of
CHR$(10) and insert a carriage return with CHR$(13). So you can
see how important these codes are to the working of your machines.

The ASCII character set is divided into two parts; those ASCII
characters ranging from zero to 127 and those ranging from 128
to 255. If you want to see the first half of the characters offered in
your printer you can look in the appendix of this book, in the
manual that came with your printer, or run the following program.

10 OPEN #1,8,0,"P:"

20 FORT = 0 TO 127

30 PRINT#1; T; " "; CHR$(T);
40 NEXT T

50 CLOSE #1

You may have noticed the printer advanced to the next page
in the middle of running this program. That’s because the ASCII
code value of 12 elicits a Form Feed from the printer. Actually, a
variety of unusual actions can happen when printing the ASCII
codes zero through 20. These are the nonprinting printer control
codes which your Atari Computer uses to control your Epson printer.
From ASCII 21 to 127, however, you will see a variety of characters
printed.

You'll find very little difference in the characters printed in
the first 128 ASCII values on any of the Epson printers. This set
of characters is a standard and should be found on every printer.
The differences occur in the second set of values (128-255). As
printer technology increases and needs change, the characters in
this upper half of the ASCII set are used to fulfill the needs. You
can run the following program on almost any two of the Epson
printers and you’ll find the characters differ.

10 OPEN #1,8,0,"P."

20 FORT = 128 TO 255

30 PRINT#1; T; " "; CHR$(D);
40 NEXT T

50 CLOSE #1

You can also send printer codes to your Epson printer through
an applications program like a word processor. I will explain how
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to do this in the next chapter. If you’ve never used a word processor,
you're in for a big treat. The best way tc describe it is an electronic

means for typing a letter without ever having to say your sorry
(or swear at the typewriter).



Chapter 5

Word Processing
Applications for the
Household

Perhaps the most versatile application of your Atari computer and
Epson printer computer system is word processing. This is the
application which can most greatly change your lifestyle because
you’ll find that almost everywhere you have been using a pen or
pencil to accomplish a task, you can use a word processor with
results that look neater and more organized.

In this chapter, I'll discuss how you can use your computer
system creatively to write letters or help your children write their
own stories. You can use it productively to create a shopping list
or a list of things to do. You can even use it to publish your own
newsletter. The list of uses for word processing is as endless as the
list of things you can do with a pencil and paper.

WHAT IS WORD PROCESSING?

Perhaps I should start with a brief explanation of word processing.
In simplistic terms, word processing is a form of an electronic
typewriter. You can sit down to your Atari computer, press some
of the keys on the keyboard and the corresponding characters will

48
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appear on the screen. Through this process you can create letters,
lists, reports and even books.

Notice, however, I said that the characters appear on the screen
and not on a piece of paper. The most important difference between
using a typewriter and a word processor is that when you type a
word it is not written on a piece of paper but rather placed within
the memory of the computer. The advantage is that words on a
word processor can be changed, added, deleted and even moved
without having to worry about erasing, scratching-out or painting
your paper with correction fluid. Where a typewriter is an instru-
ment for producing a finished product, a word processor is a tool
for developing that product and molding it into its finished form.
You might say that writing with a word processor means “never
having to say your sorry.”

Is your Atari computer a word processor? No, it is not. It is a
microcomputer. But it can be instructed in how to work like a word
processor through a word processing program like Atariwriter,
PaperClip, Bank Street Writer or any of a number of word pro-
cessors developed for the Atari computer. When these programs
feed their instructions into your Atari computer, it can act as a
word processor.

It isn’t the intention of this book to teach you how to use a
word processor. It is, however, the intention to teach you to use a
word processor in such a way as to utilize your printer to its utmost
capability.

Your Atari computer and Epson printer computer system is
much more versatile than the conventional typewriter. It joins the
ease of word processing with a large variety of print styles. For
fast print, you may use the Draft Dot-Matrix style. Formal cor-
respondence can be given a professional look with Near-Letter
Quality. Expanded letters make titles. Compressed letters can pro-
vide the fine print of contracts. You can even use Reversed print
when you want to make a line stand out. It’'s like having five
typewriters in one.

Invoking these type features is almost as easy as pressing a
button. Some of these typestyles are available through the SelecType
feature of your Epson printer while others can be controlled directly
through your word processing program.

The SelecType fonts have already been discussed in the last
chapter, so I won’t spend time re-explaining how to use them. They
are controlled directly from your Epson printer and run indepen-
dently from the software running on your Atari computer.

Some of the printing typestyles can be controlled directly from
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your word processing program through special coding. There are
many word processors on the market for the Atari computer, but
for purposes of demonstration, I will be referring to the two most
popular word processors for the Atari computer, Atariwriter by
Atari and PaperClip by Batteries Included.

CONTROLLING YOUR EPSON PRINTER THROUGH A
WORD PROCESSOR

Controlling your Epson printer through a word processing program
is accomplished by proceeding a line of text, such as a title, with
specific codes which tell the printer that the following letters are
to be typed in that specific form. It is also necessary to end this
line of text with a specific code to tell the printer to return to the
standard mode of print.

For example, refer to the printer control characters discussed
in Chapter 4. Imagine that you are creating a paper entitled “Con-
trolling Your Epson Printer” and want to begin it with a title
printed in expanded print. This may be created with a line that
looks like this:

CHR#$(14) Controlling Your Epson Printer CHR${15)

The CHR$(14) at the beginning of the line sets your printer
into the expanded mode. The printer then prints the title in ex-
panded letters. Finally, the CHR$(15) returns your printer to the
standard mode for printing the rest of the paper.

This is how your title will appear:

Controlling Youwur Epsomn Primter

The actual way in which you signify these printer codes will
vary from word processor to word processor. Atariwriter’s system
for sending control codes to your Epson printer varies from that
used by PaperClip.

These are some examples of how these word processors would
create the same effect:
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Atariwriter:

SELECT E Controlling Your Epson Printer SELECT E

The SELECT E represents pressing the SELECT key and the
E key simultaneously. This switches your Epson printer into the
expanded mode (called elongated mode in Atariwriter). The printer
is then switched back into the standard mode of ten characters per
inch by pressing SELECT E at the end of the line.

Using this method of sending control codes, Atariwriter will
allow you to set four styles of printing.

(CTRL)G 1 Standard print (10 cpi)
(CTRL)G 2 Compressed print (17 cpi)
(CTRL)G 3 Proportional spacing
SELECT E Expanded mode

If you are using an Epson printer, you may find the SELECT
E to be inoperational. If this is the case, use (CTRL)G 3 instead of
SELECT E to induce the Expanded mode.

You may have difficulty making Atariwriter communicate with
your Epson printer. This is because it needs some additional in-
structions to know what to send to produce the various styles of
type. There are programs like the Print Driver Construction Set—
for Atariwriter from the Atari Program Exchange which allow you
to configure Atariwriter to your Epson printer.

PaperClip:

(ETRL)F/0 Controlling Your Epson Printer (CTRL)F/O

The (CTRL)F indicates that you want to set the Print Pitch.
To set the pitch at five characters per inch (Expanded mode), you
must select the (O)ptional pitch which is defined as 5 cpi. At the
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end of the line, you press (CTRL)F to enter the Print Pitch selection
mode again. Now you want to return to the standard 10 cpi printing
mode. Press 0 (zero) to indicate you want 10 cpi.

PaperClip allows much more variety in printer output than
Atariwriter. Using the already identified control codes for the MX-
80 and FX-80, you can print in Bold Face, Italic, Underline, Su-
perscript, Subscript, as well as the already explained print pitches.

(CTRL)Y B Bold Face

(CTRL) I Italic

(CTRL)Y U Underline

(CTRL) & Super /Subscripts

Printed on the Epson Printer

Controlling Your Epson Printer (Expanded)

Producing professional-looking documents with your Epson printer
can be easy. All that it requires is a working knowledge of the
necessary control codes for your printer, an understanding of how
to use those control codes within your word processor, and a little
bit of practice.

Your Epson printer is quite a versatile computer. It has
SelecType features that allow it to print in a wide variety of type
styles. It can also be controlled from your Atari computer to print
in EXPANDED and compressed print.

Comtroal l dmng oAy Epson Frimnter

Fraducing professional-looking documents with vouwr Epsom
printer can be easv. ALl that it reguires is a working knowledge
of the necessary control codes for vour printer, an understanding
of how to use those control codes within vour word processor, and
& little bit of practice .

Your Epson printer is quite a versatile computer. It has
Selectype features that allow it to print in a wide wvarietwy
of typestvlies. It can also be controlled from vour Atari computer
to print in EXFPANDETD and cospressed print .

Figure 5.1 Printed on Epson printer
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This is how this document would appear when typed into the
Atariwriter word processor:

SELECT E Controlling Your Epson Printer SELECT E

Producing professional-loocking docusents with your SELECT E
Epson SELECT E printer can be easy. All that it requires is a
working knowledge of the necessary contral codes for your printer,
an understanding of how to use those control codes within your
word processor, and a (CTRL)G 2 little bit of practice(CTRL)G 1.

Your Epson printer is quite a versatile computer. It has
Selectype features that allow it to print in a SELECT E wide
variety SELECT € of typestyles. It can also be controlled from
your Atari computer to print in SELECT E EXPANDED SELECT E and
(CTRL)YIG 2 compressed pPrint(CTRL)G 1.

Figure 5.2 An Atariwriter Document with Format Commands

This is how it would appear when typed into the PaperClip
word processor:

(CTRL)F/0 Controlling Your Epson Printer (CTRL)F/O

Producing professional-looking documents with your (CTRL)F/0
Epson (CTRL)F/O0 printer can be easy. All that it requires is a
working knowledge of the necessary contril codes for your printer,
an understanding of how to use those control codes within your
word processor, and a (CTRL)F/S little bit of practice (CTRL)F/0.

Your Epson printer is quite a versatile computer. It has
Selectypa features that allow it to print in a (CTRL)F/0 wide
variety (CTRL)F/0 of typestyles. It can also be controllied from
your Atari computer to print in (CTRL)F/0 EXPANDED (CTRLYF/0 and
(CTRL)F/S compressed print (CTRL)F/O.

Figure 5.3 A PaperClip Document with Format Commands

INTEGRATING SELECTYPE FEATURES WITH A WORD
PROCESSOR

Integrating the SelecType feature with your word processor can
be a bit more complicated. It is best explained on two levels.

The first level of using SelecType with your word processor
entails simply setting your desired print style and then printing
a document. It is the same process as explained in Chapter 4.
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Prepare your document, set SelecType for the desired type face,
and start printing.

The second level of using SelecType with your word processor
is a bit trickier. It involves mixing fonts on the same page. This
can produce pages that are interesting to see as well as easier to
read. It takes a bit more work, but the results are worth it.

MIXING TYPE STYLES WITH SELECTYPE

Mixing type styles on a page using SelecType involves a three-step
process. You must first stop the printer at the point where you
wish to change the print mode, then you must reset the SelecType
controller to the desired type style, and finally you must restart
the printer until the next change is needed at which point the
process is repeated. This may sound cumbersome at first, but once
you master a few tricks it should be as easy as falling off of a
platen.

Let’s suppose you have a document which you want to print
in NLQ type style, but in the center of the page there is a paragraph
you would like in compressed mode. Begin by setting your printer
to NLQ style printer and then start your printing.

Your document will begin printing in the NLQ mode. But you
want to change the type style halfway down the page. This means
you must stop the printer before it reaches that point so that you
may change the setting. Watch carefully, and when the print head
reaches the correct spot, press the On-Line button. This will cause
your printer to stop. Once stopped, your printer is ready for more
instructions. This way is effective but not always accurate.

A more efficient manner for stopping your printer at precisely
the correct spot is to include a command within your document.
This command will tell your computer to stop sending information
to your Epson printer when it reaches that point and wait for
further instructions. Some word processors even allow you to insert
a message which will appear on the screen reminding you of what
must be done when the printing pauses.

Thank goodness for little favors...

As with all printer control commands, telling your printer to
pause is accomplished differently with different word processors.
Atariwriter doesn’t provide this capability, but PaperClip uses the
command:
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(CTRL)Z W

Place (CTRL)Z W in your document where you want to change
print settings. Your printer will stop and wait for you to make the
necessary changes before you start it off again by pressing the
START key.

Once you’ve stopped the printer, you must reset the settings.
This process would be quite impractical and in some cases impos-
sible if resetting the printer could only be accomplished by turning
your printer off and then on again. Most word processors discon-
tinue sending information to a printer after it realizes that the
printer has been turned off.

Have no fear!! There is another way.

The SelecType feature is equipped with a reset capability.
While the other SelecType options are set by pressing the On-Line
button a specified number of times, the reset function is activated
by not pressing the On-Line button at all. This means that you
turn SelecType on in the usual manner but instead of selecting a
print function by pressing the On-Line button, press the Form
Feed, and then the Line Feed buttons to erase any SelecType set-
ting that is presently in the printer. Pressing the On-Line button
then brings your printer back On-Line.

To reset the SelecType feature on your Epson printer:

1) Press the On-Line and Form Feed buttons simultaneously. This
will cause your printer to beep.

2) DON'T select a print function by pressing the On-Line button.

3) Set the function by pressing the Form Feed button once.

4) Press the Line Feed button once.

5) Pressthe On-Line button one last time to put your Epson printer
back on line so it may communicate with your computer.

Once you have reset your Epson printer, you can then set it
to the SelecType printstyle you desire for your document. In our
imaginary case, you would then set the SelecType function to the
compressed mode. Your document would then print in compressed
mode until it reached the next Pause command where you could
return it to NLQ printing.
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WORD PROCESSING APPLICATIONS AROUND THE
HOUSE

Letters

The most obvious use for a word processor around the house is
writing those formal letters that you have to type to insurance
companies, creditors, colleges and even to Jeffrey’s teacher excus-
ing him from missing school. You need a professional-looking letter,
flawlessly typed, without typing and re-typing and re-re-typing.

The nature of word processing makes letter writing a breeze.
Composition and correction is easier and your Epson printer will
give it a truly finished look. Yet, there is even another facet where
you can use your Atari computer word processor to make corre-
spondence easier.

The format of a formal letter includes a heading (return ad-
dress), inside address (mailing address), salutation, body of the
letter, and closing. The heading, salutation, and closing are basi-
cally the same on every letter. Imagine the time you could save if
you could use a form for writing these letters where you just have
to enter the mailing address, addressee’s name and the body of the
letter.

It’s possible to create such a form for letter writing using your
word processor. Figure 5.4 shows such a form.

This is a form that you can use to create your formal letters.
Notice that in the upper-right corner is the heading which will be
the same in every letter you write. Directly below the heading
is the date. When you write the actual letter, you can type right
over the word DATE. There are three Xs on the left margin. Since
the inside address is different with every letter, these Xs indicate
its location. The salutation follows with space for the first name
of the addressee. The closing and signature name are included at
the close of the letter since they remain the same.

Use your word processor to create this form (modifying it to
reflect your name and address). Then save it on a data disk or tape
under the name FORMAL LETTER. You now have a form for
writing formal letters.

To use your form, load FORMAL LETTER into your word
processor. Enter the date, inside address, and first name of the
addressee. Then write your letter. When you have completed your
letter, save it on your data disk or tape under another name like
INSURANCE LETTER. This will save your new letter as well as
retain your form in the file entitled FORMAL LETTER.
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1mi10:rm70
256 Sunset Avenue
Formal City, California 91100
*DATE

*RECIPIENT

*ADDRESS1

*ADDRESS?2

Dear XRECIPIENT:

Sincerely,

John P. Borkus

Figure 5.4 Letter Form

You may wish to use this same procedure to create different
letter forms for different purposes or for people you contact often.
Either way, you will find that using letter forms with your Atari/
Epson computer system will make your correspondence easier and
more productive.

Personal Letters

Although business letters are expected to be typed, I've found many
people actually take offense to receiving a personal letter in type-
written form. I guess there is something a little more personal
when you know that the sender has spent the time to take pen-in-
hand to write a letter. Then there are those of us who are simply
more comfortable writing with a keyboard. With some help from
your Epson printer and Atari computer, there may still be hope.

The main complaint about typewritten letters is the lack of
personal care. Using what you’ve learried about the many type
fonts available with your computer system, you can give quite a
personal touch to your letters. Here is an example of a letter with
“That Extra Something.”
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Dear I athyw.,

I Grreatly enjoyed your letter last week. It's hard
to helieve that you’re actually 32 years old. My, how time
flies when you’re having fun.

And you say your son, Jeffrey, is studying to be a
nuclear physicist? What do they teach child prodigies in
first grade to prepare them for such a career?

My daughter, Nel 1 i &, has received her CPA with
highest marks and various offers from the Big 8 firms.
Unfortunately she has had to turn them down because she has
also been granted a fellowship at Yale University.

Hope everything else is well with you and your family.

Sincerely,

Betty Jane

Figure 5.5 Personal Letter

By the way, word processing is also a great tool for catching
up on those dozens of letters you owe your friends. Write a basic
letter talking about what’s been going on in your life lately, and
then save it to diskette. Then change the heading and rewrite the
first paragraph to give it the personalized touch. When it’s com-
plete, save it to disk or print it out and start on your next letter.
It’s an efficient way to make a repetitious task manageable.

Creative Word Processing

Word processing is also a good tool for creative writing. It frees
you from worrying about making a mistake and allows you to
express yourself. You can do a little poetry, write a story, even keep
a diary. What better way to illustrate life’s up and downs? Shout
about your good times with Expanded print and diminish your
failures with compressed type.

Word processing is an ideal system for helping your son or
daughter express themselves as well. More will be covered about
using your Epson printer system to create school reports later in
this book, but sitting your child in front of an Atari computer
keyboard may yield pleasant surprises.

Have you ever noticed that your children seem to have a con-
tinual stream of talk. They have thoughts on everything and ex-
press them freely—with or without prompting. But when you place
a piece of paper in front of them and ask them to write about
something, they immediately complain “I don’t know what to
write!!”

The reluctance to write is often founded more directly upon a
fear of writing words on paper than a lack of ideas. Ask a child to
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tell you a story and you’ll find an imagination full of ideas. Children
find the spoken word an easy tool for self-expression. They have
spent a lifetime building their skills in speaking and if they make
a mistake, they can easily correct themselves and continue.

The written word, on the other hand, is not as easy to ma-
nipulate. When a word is written down, it’s no longer an abstract
unit of meaning. It is a physical “thing” that must be dealt with
in the physical world. It cannot be easily changed or modified. It
must be erased or crossed out. Erasures and cross-outs make a
messy paper. Kids don’t like messy papers so they feel impelled to
rewrite them. Rewriting is a long, laborious task. No one likes
laborious tasks so it’s just easier not to write in the first place.

Using a word processor to write stories can eliminate much
of the fear. Words of light on the computer screen are easier to
manipulate. They can be changed, moved or deleted without leav-
ing a mess. Rewriting is no longer a problem. Instead of a laborious
task, it is now a continuous process of molding the text until it is
composed to the liking of the author.

The word processor can even be used with youngsters aged
four through seven. These kids have lots to say but they don’t have
the writing skills and, in some cases, the fine motor coordination
to write stories with a pencil and paper. This is where you, the
parent, can help nurture their creativity.

An excellent way to build excitement and enthusiasm in sto-
rytelling/writing for youngsters is to have them tell you stories.
Make it into a game. They tell you a story and you listen intently.
It will be slow at first, but after a few sessions you will be surprised
at the active imaginations your kids possess.

When your child is comfortable with telling you stories, start
entering them into the word processor as he speaks. This will allow
him to concentrate on the story while you worry about transcribing
it into written form. You won’t find your child lacking in storylines.

Once you’ve immortalized your child’s story in your word pro-
cessor, you can print it out and share it with the young author.

Use the expanded mode when you print out the story. This
will make it easier to read for your child. Because expanded type
is twice as wide as standard type, you will only be able to print a
maximum of 40 characters on a typical 8%2 x 11 inch sheet of
paper.

Now use this printout to help your child make a book. Cut
out the sentences and glue one on each page of a picture book.
Have your child draw a picture to go on each of the pages.

Here are a few hints for making this process successful:

1) Set your margins for 40 characters.
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2) Press RETURN at the end of each line. This will ensure that
your lines aren’t restructured by word wrap.

3) Print out the story double-spaced.

4) Limit the text to about one sentence per page.

5) Read through the book with your child several times before he
starts illustrating the sentences.

After your child has completed his pictures, read it through
with him again. This will become HIS (or HER) book. It may re-
place the bedtime story books. You may find him reading it to
himself when he is alone.

You will probably find that your child is memorizing the story
instead of reading it word-for-word. This is OK. A large part of
reading is memorization.

If your child is interested in learning the words in his story
as individual words, it would be helpful to make a list of the words
used in the story. Use this list to make “flashcards” of these words.
An easy way of doing this would be to use the Label Maker program
listed in Chapter 6. Print labels in expanded print and affix one
to each of a pack of 3" X 5" index cards.

Take these words and place them into a shoe box for your
child. This will be HIS (or HER) collection of words from HIS (or
HER) story. You won’t need to force him to learn the words. This
sense of possession will make reading a matter of pride rather than
drudgery.

Making Lists on Your Epson Printer

Your word processor and Epson printer make a dynamic duo when
it comes to organizing your life. The best way to ensure that you
accomplish all the tasks that you set out to do is to work from lists.
You need a list of “things to do,” “things to buy,” “places to go,”
and “people to see/pick up.” The task of making these lists is a
simple one, but organizing your day from these lists can mean
copying and recopying your lists until they’re legible and in a form
that you can use.

Creating those lists on your computer system can alleviate
both of the problems you confront when you create a list the “Get-
tysburg way” by scribbling them on the back of envelopes. First
of all, they are legible. Every list is typewritten so you won’t find
yourself buying nine loaves of bread instead of four because you
couldn’t read your writing. Secondly, they’re easy to reorganize.
Instead of crossing out and recopying, you may create each list
only once by making all of your changes before you print it. If
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further changes are required, it’s a matter of making the changes
and then producing another typewritten copy instead of having to
handcopy the complete list again.

Things to Do

Creating a list of things to do can be done in ten minutes, but it
can save you a couple of hours a day in misdirected activity. Use
your computer system to create your list and you’ll save even more
time.

The best way to start a list of things to do is by sitting down
to the keyboard and typing anything that comes to mind. Many
people waste time trying to think of tasks in specific order and
forget other tasks in the process. By using the method of free
association, you allow your mind to flow and have a greater chance
of remembering things on the first pass through.

List each of the tasks as they come to mind. Nevermind the
order. Place each on a separate line. When you have completed
your list, begin to prioritize the list in your mind. This list of
priorities should help you decide the order in which things must
be completed.

Now use your word processor to raove the tasks into order.
This is the order in which you will be completing them during the
day. When you have finished, review it again and adjust anything
that is still out of order.

Some of your tasks are more important than others. Include
before each of these the printer control code to print them in ex-
panded print. This will make them stand out and will help assure
that they will be completed.

Now print out the list on your Epson printer, stick it in your
pocket and prepare yourself for a productive day.

Things to Do on

Mornday , September <

Pickup suit from cleaners

FPay car payment
Wish Dad a Happy Birthday

Verify vacation plans

Call insurance agent about policy

Meet Bob For Racqguetball at S= OO

Figure 5.6 Sample List of Things to Do
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The possibilities with word processing are almost limitless. I
have only touched upon a few possible uses in this chapter but you
will develop your own as you become more familiar with it.

The next chapter will discuss using your computer system
around the kitchen. It’s quite a time saver for making labels, shop-
ping lists, recipe cards and the like.



Chapter 6

Computing in the Kitchen

The thought of having a computer in the kitchen brings forth
visions of an Atari computer spotted with spaghetti sauce, a mon-
itor nestled on the canister shelf and an Epson printer clacking
away atop the microwave oven. This i3 not a sight seen in many
households and is not necessarily in your future if you want your
computer system to help you make your kitchen duties a little
more tolerable.

Your Atari computer and Epson printer don’t even have to be
in your kitchen to help you in your culinary pursuits. You can use
them to organize and print a shopping list. They will create labels
for canning and freezing. Your recipe box will never be the same
after you use your computer to create and file your favorite recipes.

SHOPPING LIST

In the last chapter, I discussed using a word processor to make
lists. A real timesaver in the kitchen is to create your shopping
list on a computer. It produces lists that are neat, orderly, and easy
to use.

Most people make a shopping list by looking at what they
have in their cupboards and then trying to remember what they
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don’t have. This is backwards. It would make more sense to have
a list of items that are usually in the cupboard and then make a
note of what’s missing.

Congquer this incongruity in human nature through your Atari
Computer and Epson printer. Spend an hour and make a list of
the various items you usually have in your cupboards. As you did
with your list of “things to do,” don’t worry about order when you
first write them down.

After you have created your list, group the items by moving
them around on your screen. This will help you remember forgotten
items and make shopping easier when you get to the store.

Use this list to identify what’s missing from your cupboards
when it’s time to go shopping. After you have decided what you
need to buy, load your list from your data disk or tape into your
Atari computer. Use your word processor to delete all of the items
except those you need to buy. This will cut down the length of your
list and make it easier to understand.

The final step in organizing this list, though you may not
want to go this far, is to organize it by shopping aisle in your
favorite grocery store. This may sound a little fanatic and a bit
overwhelming, but it isn’t really.

You’ve probably had the experience of going through a store,
using a shopping list, only to find that you have to go back through
the store to pickup things you’ve forgotten because you didn’t see
them on the list when you were in that aisle. This is because your
list wasn’t organized by the way in which you were buying. The
way to beat this is to organize your list the way the store organizes
its food.

At first glance, this seems like a futile attempt because stores
seem to be always changing the way they stock items. Surprisingly,
though, the end displays are changed regularly, but the stocking
of products on the aisle shelves is rarely changed.

You may also scoff at the idea because you think you don’t
always go to the same store to shop. Think for a minute and you
may realize that, except for special bargains, you usually go to one
specific store to buy your groceries. Most people are creatures of
habit who find a store they like and go there to buy groceries
everytime. All you need to do next time you go to your store is
write down the categories for each aisle and use them to reorganize
your shopping list.

A little time spent organizing a job like shopping can make
life much sweeter. Organizing it on your word processor could al-
most make it fun.
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LABELS

Open any pantry or refrigerator door and you’ll probably see one
of two things; lots of blank containers filled with foods of varying
descriptions and ages, or a potpourri of labels affixed to an as-
sortment of food containers. The first case poses all sorts of pos-
sibilities when one is hungry and has the courage to venture into
this uncharted wilderness. The second situation at least prepares
the adventurous gourmet for upcoming treats, but things would
look much neater if the labeling procedure was consistent through-
out.

Your Atari computer and Epson printer can come to the rescue.
The following program, The Label Maker, will print labels in ex-
panded, standard or compressed print. This means that you can
shout general contents, or completely describe the contents along
with other important information about the date stored and final
date for use.

THE LABEL MAKER

The Label Maker is designed to print on labels that are 17 x 3%"
in size. These labels are available in single column (one-up), pin-
sprocketed sheets that feed neatly through your Epson printer. I
would strongly suggest, however, if you plan to print many labels
on your Epson printer you should invest in the optional tractor
feed unit. This device will feed your labels through the carriage
smoothly and evenly. Without it, you may have problems with the
labels twisting and jamming.

When feeding labels through your Epson printer, you would
be well-advised to take a hint from secretaries who type file labels
on their typewriters: Remove the first three or four labels from the
sheet before trying to feed the labels through your printer. This
may sound like a waste of labels, but it will save you both time
and money in the long run.

Removing these labels provides z clean leader that may be
fed through your carriage without the labels getting caught and
jamming in the machine. If a label comes off while it is feeding
through your Epson printer, it may clog the passageway and pre-
vent any paper or labels from passing through the machine. Such
a problem will either cause you to waste time trying to free the
caught label or even require you to take your printer to a service
center to have the machine disassembled to remove the stray label.

Begin loading your labels by pressing the RELEASE lever
forward. Thread the label sheet along the left side of the carriage,



66 Epson Connection: Atari XE/XL

under the platen and up the front of the printer so that they will
rest between the print head and the roller. Then fit the pinfeed
holes onto the sprockets of the tractor feed unit. If you don’t have
a tractor feed unit, pull the RELEASE lever back so that the labels
will be pushed through using the friction feed.

LABEL MAKER

Once you have successfully fed your labels through your Epson
printer, you can run the Label Maker program. You will first be
asked what size typeface you want to use for your labels. Answer
this with the letters E, S, or C.

Then you must decide how many lines of text you want to
print on each label. The size of label for which this program is
designed will only hold six vertical lines so that is the maximum
allowed. Later, I will explain how you might alter the program to
provide for larger labels.

A new screen will now appear telling you to “Type in your
lines of text:”. This is where you create your label. Type in what
you want printed on the label and press RETURN when you reach
the end.

After typing a line of text, you may see an error message
appear across the screen indicating that your line was too long.
When you chose the size of typeface for your labels, it imposed a
limitation upon the length of a line. This limitation is based upon
the number of letters that will actually fit upon a label.

Expanded—15 characters long
Standard—30 characters long
Compressed—60 characters long

If your line is longer than the allotted length, the error mes-
sage will appear. You'll get another chance to type the line after
all the lines have been entered.

When you have completed typing all of your lines of text, the
Label Maker will ask you if “Are all the lines correct (y/n)?”. Here’s
your chance to make good if you make any mistakes. A negative
answer will produce an additional question about the number of
the incorrect line. Identify the incorrect line and the numbered
prompt for that line will appear. Re-enter that line correctly.

Once the text has been correctly entered, a new screen will
appear asking for the quantity of labels you wish to print. There
is no limit to the number you can print. After choosing the amount,
another prompt to “PREPARE YOUR PRINTER” will appear. If
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you chose compressed as your type size, the screen will also prompt
you to set your Epson printer into the compressed mode.

When all is well, press RETURN to bring your printer to life.

After the last label has been printed, the program will ask if
“You want to print more of these labels (y/n)?”. This feature allows
you to print another batch without having to input all of the text
again.

Usually, you’ll want to test the position of text on a label before
printing a large quantity of them. Begin by asking to print only
one label. If it prints in an acceptable format, answer “Y” to the
“more labels” question and then proceed to print the larger quan-
tity of them. If the format is unacceptable, however, answer “Y”
to this question, make the necessary changes to the positioning in
the printer, and print another single label. Continue this until you
are satisfied with the outcome. Once you’re satisfied, start the
presses rolling.

Once you've finally completed printing this set of labels, an-
swer “N” to the question and it will ask if “You want to print
another set of labels (y/n)?”. This allows you to jump back to the
beginning of the program without having to reboot the system
again.

10 REM SAVE"D1:LABELS"

20 REM * % PRINTS SINGLE OR MULTIPLE LABELS »* *

30 DIM F$(1) ,5$(60) ,S1$(460) ,52%(60) ,53%(60) ,'54%(60) ,S58(60) ,56$(L0) ,28(1)
100 PRINT CHR$ (125)

110 POSITION 12,1:PRINT "THE LABEL MAKER"

120 PRINT :PRINT " THIS PROGRAM WILL PRINT SINGLE OR"

130 PRINT " MULTIPLE LABELS IN 7/8X3-INCH FORMAT."

140 PRINT " THESE LABELS MAY BE PRINTER ON YODUR"

150 PRINT " EPSON PRINTER IN EXPANDED, STANDARD,"

160 PRINT “ OR COMPRESSED SIZE.*

170 PRINT :PRINT " WHICH DO YOU WANT (E,S OR C)";: INPUT F$

180 IF F$="E" THEN C=14:L1=15:60T0 220

190 IF F$="8" THEN C=18:LL=30:60T0O 220

200 IF F$="C" THEN C=15:LL=60:G0T0D 220

210 GOTO 100

220 S1$=""3152¢="":53¢="":54$=""385¢="":5L$="":5¢=""

225 PRINT :PRINT " HOW MANY LINES DO YOU 'WANT ON"

230 PRINT * YOUR LABEL (& LINES MAXIMUM) ";: INPUT L

240 IF L<O DR L>6 THEN 220

245 PRINT CHR$(125)

250 PRINT :PRINT " TYPE IN YOUR LINES OF TEXT:"

260 PRINT sPRINT " #1 “3;:INPUT S1$:IF LEN(S1$)>LL THEN GOSUB SS0
2635 S=1:1IF S=L THEN GOTO 320

270 PRINT :PRINT " #2 ";:INPUT S2¢:IF LEN(S2$)>LL THEN GOSUB 550
275 S$=2:1IF S=L THEN GOTO 320

280 PRINT :PRINT " #3 "3:INPUT S3%:1F LEN(S3$)>LL THEN GOSUB S50
285 S=3:IF S=L THEN GOTO 320

290 PRINT :PRINT " #4 "3:INPUT S4$:11IF LEN(S54$)>LL THEN GOSUB S50
295 S=431IF S=L THEN GOTO 320

300 PRINT :PRINT " #5 ";:INPUT SS5$:IF LEN(S5$)>LL THEN GUSUB S50
305 S=5:1F S=L THEN GOTO 320

310 PRINT :PRINT * #6 "jsINPUT S6%:IF LEN(S5$)>LL THEN GOSUB 550
315 S=6:IF S=L THEN GOTO 320

320 PRINT :PRINT " ARE ALL THE LINES CORRECT (Y/N)“j:INPUT Z$
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325 IF Z$="Y" THEN 60TO 350

330 PRINT :PRINT "WHAT NUMBERED LINE NEEDS CORRECTING"; : INPUT N
335 IF N<1 OR N>&6 THEN 330

340 PRINT :PRINT " #"yjN;:PRINT “ ";:INPUT S$

342 IF N=1 THEN S1$=S$

343 IF N=2 THEN G2¢=S5¢

344 IF N=3 THEN S3$=5%

345 IF N=4 THEN S4$=Gs$

346 IF N=5 THEN SS5$=S$

347 IF N=6 THEN S&4$=S$

349 6OTO 320

350 PRINT CHR$(125) :PRINT :PRINT " HOW MANY LABELS DO YOU WANT"; : INPUT P
360 POSITION 10,4:PRINT "PREPARE YOUR PRINTER"

380 PRINT :PRINT " PRESS RETURN TO START PRINTING"
390 INPUT Zs$

410 FOR R=1 TO P

420 LPRINT CHR$(C);S1s$

430 LPRINT CHR$(C);S2¢

440 LPRINT CHR$(C);S3$

450 LPRINT CHR$(C);S54$

460 LPRINT CHR$(C)3SS$

470 LPRINT CHR$(C) ;Sb6%

480 NEXT R
S00 PRINT :PRINT :PRINT DO YOU WANT TO PRINT MORE"
505 PRINT * OF THESE LABELS (Y/N)";:INPUT ZIs$

508 LPRINT CHR$(18)
S10 IF Z$="Y" THEN PRINT CHR$(125):60T0 350

520 PRINT :PRINT :PRINT * DO YOU WANT TO PRINT ANOTHER"
525 PRINT SET OF LABELS (Y/N)";:INPUT Z$%

S30 IF Z$="Y" THEN 100

540 PRINT :PRINT :PRINT " IT’S BEEN FUN PRINTING WITH YOu'!':®"
545 END

550 PRINT :PRINT " TOD LONG. ";LL;:PRINT " CHARACTERS MAXIMUM. "
560 RETURN

Figure 6.1 The Label Maker

HOW TO MODIFY THE LABEL MAKER

As I mentioned earlier, this program is written for printing on
labels that are 1" X 3" in size. You may have a reason to print
on a label that is larger. If you have such a need, it isn’t difficult
to alter the Label Maker to fit your needs.

The two dimensions you will want to change are the number
of lines allowed on a label and the length of each line. The number
of lines allowed on a label requires some complex changes. Line
240 regulates the number of lines printed on each label. It says:

240 IF L < O OR L > & THEN 220

You can increase the number of lines on a label by increasing the
value of 6.

Once you have increased the number of lines, however, you
must also increase the variables used to accommodate the text to
be printed on the new lines.

These are the changes necessary to increase the number of
lines printed on the label from 6 to 7:
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222 g7e=""

317 PRINT :PRINT " #7 “;:INPUT S7%:IF LIEN(S7$)> L THEN GOSUB S50
318 S=7:IF S=L THEN 8070 320

348 IF N=7 THEN S7%=S$

473 LPRINT CHR$(LC);57%

These lines exemplify the types of modifications necessary to
alter the number of lines on a label. If you wish to increase that
quantity beyond 7, make your changes accordingly.

Changing the number of characters on a line is approached a
bit differently. It depends upon the size of print style used to create
each label. An expanded letter is twice the size of a standard letter
and a standard letter is twice the size of a compressed letter. Thus,
it is not possible to fit as many expanded letters on a label as it is
compressed letters.

TYPE SIZE # OF CHAEACTERS

PER INCH
Expanded 5
Standard 10
Compressed 20

Use this chart to compute how many characters can fit on the
size label you intend to use. You may do this by multiplying the
length of the label by the number of characters per inch for each
type size. Remember to leave some space on the label for margins.

Line numbers 180, 190, and 200 set the limits for the number
of characters allowed on a line for each size of print.

180 If F$ = "E" THEN C = 14 : LL = 15 : GOTO 220
190 IfF$ = "S"THEN C = 15 : LL = 30 : GOTO 220
200 If F$ = "C" THEN C = 15 : LL = 60 : GOTO 220

Alter the value for LL in each line to modify the program to
accommodate wider or narrower labels.

PRINTING RECIPES

Another way to use your Epson printer for organizing your kitchen
is with your recipes. Some homemakers type their recipes, others
write them, some just cut them out of the newspaper and stuff
them into a drawer. Your computer system can help you organize
your directions for culinary enchantment.
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Here’s a program that will print your recipe cards. Recipe
Maker gives you the choice of printing them on 3 X 5-inch or 5
X 8-inch index cards. I must confess that the 5 X 8 option is
actually written to accommodate a 5%z X 8 sheet so that you can
use a half sheet of regular typing paper if you so desire.

You're also given the choice of printing in either standard or
compressed mode. Naturally, the compressed mode will fit more
letters on a card than the standard mode. If you have a lot to say
in your recipes you might want to use the compressed mode on the
5 X 8 cards.

The program is rather self-explanatory. It begins by asking
for the name of the recipe. This name will be printed across the
top of the card in expanded lettering.

It will then ask for the source of this recipe. This is so you
may give credit (or blame) where it is properly due. Enter the name
of the donor and it will be printed directly below the recipe’s name
as “From the Kitchen of:”.

Having completed the formalities, you may begin to enter the
list of ingredients. Include both the measurement and name of the
actual ingredient, i.e., Y2 tsp. dried parsley. These ingredients will
be listed before the instructions in two columns. This means that
there is a limit to the length allowed for each ingredient. If you
happen to input an ingredient that is too long, it will display a
message indicating so and give you another chance.

Signal that you have completed entering your list of ingre-
dients by pressing only RETURN when asked for the next ingre-
dient. This will tell the program that you are ready to begin with
your instructions.

Now enter each of your steps in order. The numeric prompt
will appear and you need only follow it with the appropriate in-
struction. Each instruction may be up to 150 lines in length.

Press the RETURN key again at the prompt, when you have
completed entering your instructions. This will cause the program
to ask if you wish to change any of your instructions. If you answer
“Y” it will then ask for the number of the step to be modified. Enter
that number and you’ll be given another chance.

Upon completing the input for that recipe, you’ll be asked how
many copies you wish to print. Since you’ll probably be printing
them on index cards, it will pause between cards to allow you to
prepare the printer. Line up each card with the top of the printhead
and on the left margin. You may want to try a couple of cards to
see how you like their positioning.

This program does not save the recipes to diskette. It is only
meant to provide you with a quick and easy way to fill your recipe
file box. If you know anything about programming it would not be
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too difficult to modify your program to give it the capability to
save the recipes in a file on diskette or cassette tape.

10 REM SAVE"D1i:RECIPES"

20 REM » # PRINTS RECIPE CARDS »* =

30 DIM I1$(75),12%$(75),I3%(75),14%(73),I15%(75),16$(75),17$(75),18%(75) ,19%(75),1
10$(75)

40 DIM N1$(150) ,N2%(150) ,N3%(150) ,N4$ (150) ,N5%(150) ,N6%(150) ,N7$ (150) ,N8% (150) ,N
94 (150) ,N10$(150)

50 DIM F$(50),I$(75),L$(50) ,N$(150) ,R$(50) ,T$(1),Z$(1)

100 PRINT CHR$(125)

110 POSITION 10,2:PRINT "THE RECIPE PRINTER"

120 PRINT :PRINT “THIS PROGRAM WILL PRINT YOUR FAVORITE"

130 PRINT " RECIPES ON 3X5 OR S5X8-INCH CARDS."

140 PRINT :PRINT "YOU ALSO HAVE THE CHOICE TO FRINT IN"

150 PRINT " STANDARD OR COMPRESSED PRINT."

160 PRINT :PRINT "JUST RELAX AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS"

170 PRINT “YOUR ATARI COMPUTER AND EPSON PRINTER™

180 PRINT " WILL HELP YOU COOK UP A STORM!'!''"“

190 GOSUB 1000

200 POSITION 4,2:PRINT "WOULD YOU LIKE TO USE:"

210 POSITION 8,4:PRINT "1) 3 X S—INCH CARDS"

220 POSITION 8,6:PRINT "2) 5 X 8-INCH CARDS"

230 POSITION 16,9: INPUT C

230 IF €<1 OR C>2 THEN 230

250 POSITION 4,12:PRINT "WOULD YOU LIKE TO PRIMT IN:"

260 POSITION 8,14:PRINT "C) COMPRESSED TYPESIZE"

270 POSITION 8,1&4:PRINT "S) STANDARD TYPESIZE"

280 PDSITION 16,19: INPUT T%

290 IF T$="C" OR T$="§" THEN 300

295 6OTO 280

300 IF C=1i AND T#="C" THEN L=46&:LL=2%#L:WW=15

310 IF C=1 AND T$="S" THEN L=46:LL=L:WW=15

320 IF C=2 AND T$="C" THEN L=76:LL=2%L:WW=25

330 IF C=2 AND T$="S" THEN L=76:LL=L:WW=25

340 PRINT CHR# (125)

350 RE=""zFg=nn

360 POSITION 1,2:PRINT "RECIPE NAME: ";:INPUT R$

370 IF LEN(R$)>L/2 THEN TL=INT(L/2):G0SUB 1200:G0TOD 360

380 POSITION 1,4:PRINT “FROM THE KITCHEN OF: ";:INPUT F$

390 IF LEN(F$)>L-21 THEN TL=L-21:60SUB 1200:G010 380

400 PRINT :PRINT " ARE THESE CORRECT (Y/N) '"j;:INPUT Zs$

410 IF Z$="Y" THEN 440

420 60TO 340

460 POSITION 13,92:PRINT "INGREDIENTS"

470 PRINT :PRINT "ENTER YOUR INGREDIENYS:"

480 PRINT “(TOTAL OF 10 ITEMS ALLOWED)"

S00 PRINT :PRINT "#1 ";:INPUT Ii$:IF I1$="" THEN &00

S05 IF LENC(I1$)>((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2):GOSUB 1200

S10 PRINT :PRINT "#2 ";:INPUT I2%:IF I2%="" THEN &00

515 IF LENC(I2$)>((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=({LL-2)/2):G0SUB 1200

520 PRINT :PRINT "#3 ";:INPUT I3%$:IF I3%$="" THEN &00

525 IF LEN(I3$) > ((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2):GOSUB 1200

530 PRINT :PRINT "#4 ";:INPUT 14$:IF I4$="" THEN &00

S35 IF LEN(I4®) >((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2):60SUB 1200

5S40 PRINT :PRINT “#3 ";:INPUT 1IS$:IF IS$="" THEN 400
545 IF LENCISS) >((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2):

S50 PRINT :PRINT “#& ";:INPUT I&$:1IF I6$="" THE
555 IF LEN(IGS) >((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2)
S60 PRINT :PRINT "#7 “;:INPUT I7%$:IF I7$="" THEN &00

565 IF LENC(I7#$) > ((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2):0G08SUB 1200
S70 PRINT :PRINT "“#8 ";:INPUT I8%:IF I8$="" THEN &00

975 IF LEN(UIBS) > ((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2):(0SUB 1200
T30 PRINT :PRINT "#9 "“;:INPUT I9%:IF I9$="" THEN &00

Y35 IF LEN(I94) > ((LL-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL-2)/2):G0SUB 1200
590 PRINT :PRINT "“#10 "3;:INPUT I10%:IF I10%$="" THEN 400
595 IF LEN(I10%)>((LL—-2)/2) THEN TL=((LL—-2)/2):60SUB 1200
600 PRINT :PRINT "ARE THESE CORRECT (Y/N) “;:INPUT Is$
610 IF Zs="Y" THEN &60

620 FRINT :PRINT "WHICH NUMBER NEEDS CORRECTING "j3:INPUT @
630 PRINT :PRINT " #"3;Q::INPUT I$

631 IF @=1 THEN I11$=I%

632 IF Q=2 THEN I2$=1%

633 IF Q=3 THEN I3$=I%
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810
815
820
830
831
832
833
834
835
836
837
e38
839
840
850
860
870
880
885
890
900
903
905
910
915
920
925
930
935
940
945
950
955
960
965
970
975
980
985
990
995
998
999

IF 8=4 THEN I14%=I%
IF 8=5 THEN IS$=I$
IF @=6 THEN lé&$=I%
IF @=7 THEN 17%=1%
IF @=8 THEN I83%$=I%
IF @=9 THEN I9¢=I$
IF @=10 THEN 110%$=I$%

GOTD 600

PRINT CHR$(125)

POSITION 12,2:PRINT "INSTRUCTIONS"

PRINT :PRINT "ENTER STEPS FOR PREPARING YOUR RECIPE"
PRINT “(TOTAL OF 10 STEPS ALLOWED)"

PRINT :PRINT "#1: "“;:INPUT N1$:IF Nis$="" THEN 810
IF LEN(N1$)>LL THEN TL=LL:GOSUB 1350

PRINT :PRINT "#2: ";:INPUT N2#$:IF N2%$="" THEN 810

IF LEN(N2$) >LL. THEN TL=LL :GOSUB 1350

PRINT :PRINT "#3: ";:INPUT N3$:IF N3$="" THEN 810

IF LEN(N3$) >LL THEN TL=LL:GOSUB 1350
PRINT :PRINT "#4: "3:INPUT N4$:IF N4$="" THEN 810
IF LEN(N4$)>LL THEN TL=LL:BOSUB 1350
PRINT :PRINT "#5: ";:INPUT NS5$:1F NS$="" THEN B10
IF LEN(NS$)>LL THEN TL=LL:GOSUB 1350

FPRINT :PRINT "#&: ";:INPUT N&$:IF N6$="" THEN 810
IF LEN(N6$) >LL THEN TL=LL:GOSUB 1350
PRINT :PRINT "#7% ";:INPUT N7%:IF N7$="" THEN 810
IF LEN(N7$)>LL THEN TL=LL:GOSUB 1350

PRINT :PRINT "“#8% ";:INPUT NB$:IF N8s="" THEN 810

IF LEN(NS%) >LL THEN TL=LL:80SUB 1350

PRINT :PRINT "#9% “;:INPUT N9$:IF N9$="" THEN 810

IF LEN(N9$)>LL THEN TL=LL:BGOSUB 1350

PRINT :PRINT "#10$% “;:INPUT N10$:IF NiO$="" THEN 810
IF LEN(NI1O$)>LL THEN TL=LL:BOSUB 1350

PRINT :PRINT “ARE THESE CORRECT (Y/N) "“;:INPUT Z$

IF Z$="Y" THEN 860

PRINT :PRINT “WHICH NUMBER NEEDS CORRECTING “j3:INPUT @
PRINT :PRINT " #";@: INPUT N$

IF @=1 THEN Ni$=N$

IF @=2 THEN N2$=N$

IF @=3 THEN N3$=N$

IF @=4 THEN N4$=N$

IF @=5 THEN NS$=N$

IF @=6 THEN N&$=N$

IF Q=7 THEN N7$=N$

IF @=8 THEN N8$=N$

IF @=9 THEN N9$=N$

IF @=10 THEN N10O$=N$

GOTO 810

PRINT CHR$(125)

POSITION 7,4:PRINT "PREPARE YOUR EPSON PRINTER"”

POSITION 13,6:PRINT "FOR PRINTING"

PRINT :PRINT "  PRESS RETURN TO START PRINTING";: INPUT Z$
LPRINT CHR$(14);R$

LPRINT "FROM THE KITCHEN OF: ";F$:LPRINT

IF T#$="C" THEN LPRINT CHR$(15)

LPRINT I1%;CHRS$ (32);CHRS(32);16$

LPRINT I2%;CHR$(32);CHR$(32);17¢

LPRINT I3$;CHRS$ (32) ; CHRS (32); I8$

LPRINT 14%;CHR$(32);CHRS (32);19¢%

LPRINT IS$3;CHR$ (32);CHR$(32); 1108

LPRINT "#1: "3;N1$

LPRINT "#2: “;
LPRINT “#3:
LPRINT "#4:
LPRINT "#5:

LPRINT "#&:
LPRINT "#7:
LPRINT "#8:
LPRINT "#9:
LPRINT "#10: ";N1iO%

PRINT :PRINT "DO YOU WANT TO PRINT THIS AGAIN (Y/N)“;:INPUT Zs$
IF Z$="Y" THEN 860

PRINT :PRINT "WANT TO PRINT ANOTHER RECIPE (Y/N)"j3:INPUT 28

IF Z$="Y" THEN PRINT CHR$(12S5):G0TO 200

PRINT :PRINT :=PRINT " KEEP COOKIN”. . . .HOT STUFF!!:"

END
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1000 POSITION 8,21:PRINT "PRESS RETURN TO CONTINUE";
1010 INPUT Z%

1020 PRINT CHR$(125)

1030 RETURN

1200 PRINT :PRINT " TOD LONG. "3TL3;:PRINT " CHARACTERS MAXIMUM."
1210 RETURN

Figure 6.2 Listing of The Recipe Maker

RECIPES ON A DATABASE

If you have an “all-electric” kitchen, you may want to build an
“electronic recipe box” through the use of a database. A database
recipe box will increase the speed with which you can find recipes
for a certain type of food or which take a certain amount of time
to prepare. With some databases, you can even have your computer
help you calculate how to triple a recipe for those large crowds.

Any database can be used for the application I will be de-
scribing. “The Atari Home Manager” by Atari Inc., HomePak by
Batteries Included, or Syn-File by Synapse Software will all ac-
commodate your recipe database quite nicely.

GETTING IN FORM

The first thing you’ll need for your electronic recipe box is a form.
Figure 6.3 shows a form for recipes which I have used successfully.
The form doesn’t take much explanation except for a few points.

1) Use the Main Ingredient field to indicate what type of food is
used in this recipe—chicken, pasta, salad, etc.

2) Indicate the preparation time in minutes. This means that a
recipe taking 1% hours to prepare should be considered a 75-
minute recipe.

3) Include only one ingredient on each of the numbered lines under
Ingredients.

4) Enter only one step on each of the numbered Instruction lines.

Recipe title:
Main ingredient:
Freparation time (minutes):

Number of people served:
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Ingredients

#1: #7:
#2: #8:
#I: #9:
#4: #10:
#5: #11:
#6: #12:

Instructions
Step 1:
Step 2:
Step 3:
Step 4:
Step 35:
Step 6:
Step 7:
Step 8:

Figure 6.3 Sample Recipe Form for Data Base

Once you have entered a number of recipes into your database,
you’ll begin to understand how it can make your life in the kitchen
easier. How many times have you wanted to cook a new chicken
dish but used an old standby because you didn’t want to spend the
time paging through your recipe books to find a new one? With
your recipes on a database, you can let your computer do the look-
ing.

Ask the database to find all of the recipes which have chicken
as the main ingredient. It will find all of them in a few seconds
and display them for your examination. If you have only a limited
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amount of time for cooking, ask it to find all of the recipes for
chicken which have a preparation time of 30 minutes or less.

Once you've found the recipe you want, you can either print
it out on your Epson printer or, if you have a monitor in the kitchen,
you can just read it off of the screen.

Using a computer in your kitchen can make life easier and
more efficient. Imagine constructing your weekly menu on your
word processor, then printing your shopping list out (in order of
store aisle) on your Epson printer. When you get home, you can
access the recipe for the night using your electronic recipe box.
After dinner you can label the leftovers using the Label Maker
program from this chapter. What an electronic life.

The same sort of convenience car. be found when doing your
home finances. The next chapter will explain how you can com-
puterize your checkbook.



Chapter 7

Home Finances on the Epson
Printer

One of the most frequently used justifications for buying a home
computer system is to manage family finances. Big businesses use
computers for managing payroll and cash flow, why not use it for
keeping track of the weekly paycheck and its various channels of
distribution?

Why not, indeed. Your Atari computer and Epson printer can
be programmed to handle your home accounts like a regular CPA
firm. They can separate your debits from your credits and your
income from your out-go. The potential for your computer team is
almost endless.

Sounds like the answer to all financial woes, doesn’t it? It’s
only fair to warn you that a computer system won’t necessarily
straighten-up your unbalanced checkbook. If you’re unorganized
with your finances now, the computer won’t fix it. It might even
make things worse. Think of how much it cost in the first place.

What your computer can do, however, is make you concentrate
on your organization techniques. If you're like many people, you
would like to straighten up your financial situation but you just
can’t seem to get a handle on it. A financial computer program can
give you the structure you need to start on the way to financial
recovery.

76
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When the financial program comes from the store, it doesn’t
already contain your financial specifics. You have to enter them.
This means that you must find all of those pay stubs, receipts, and
bank statements. You must organize them and enter them into the
proper categories. Your computer system can work as your finan-
cial organizer by simply asking the necessary questions and leav-
ing the rest up to you.

This chapter includes some BASIC programs that will print
checks and figure mortgage payments. You will also be introduced
to using a spreadsheet with a couple of applications that will tally
your checkbook and run your monthly budget. There are full ac-
counting packages available to run on the Atari computer but they
are much more complicated than can be covered in these few pages.

THE CHECKWRITER

Many people like to type their monthly checks because of the
professional appearance it gives them. The CheckWriter produces
checks with that “finished” appearance but also provides the ad-
vantage of word processing when it comes to correcting mistakes.

Upon booting-up the program, you will be asked for the date
of the check. Enter the month, date, and year on separate lines
next to the prompts. This will be the only time you’ll be asked for
the date since all of the checks you write at one sitting will have
the same date.

Enter the check recipient, check amount (no dollar signs) and
the check classification. The check classification will be printed in
the lower-left corner of your check and makes tracking your flow
of out-going money easier.

Now it’s time to print your check. If your Epson printer is
equipped with friction feed capability, you won’t have to use checks
designed for computers. You can print single checks or three-check
sheets directly out of your desktop checkbook. If your printer doesn’t
have a platen or you'll be printing lots of checks, you might want
to investigate continuous form-feed checks that are sprocketed to
help them feed through your printer smoothly.

Align the top of the check with your print head. There’s noth-
ing magic about the print head position, but it gives a constant
frame of reference to ensure that each check starts from the same
position.

Press RETURN and your Epson printer will start clattering.
The date, recipient, and check amount are printed on the first
couple of lines. The next line is where the cash amount must be
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written out in words. You'll recall that you didn’t type this in. The
program names each of the digits in the amount to produce a
written number. Finally, the check classification is printed in the
lower-left corner.

Sorry, you have to sign your own checks.

Your check is then ejected from the printer or advanced to the
top of the next check, depending upon the format of checks you're
using. This makes it easier to move from one check to the next.

10 REM SAVE "D1:CHECKWRT"

30 DIM At(l),Ds(Z),CA$(9),CC$(14),CR$(25)

40 DIM M$¢10) ,Y$(4) ,CD$(1) ,CN$ (&)

100 PRINT CHR$(125)

110 POSITION 11,1:PRINT "YOUR CHECKWRITER" "

130 POSITION 1,4:PRINT “PLEASE ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:"

140 PRINT * (USE NO COMMAS) "

150 POSITION 1,7:PRINT "MONTH (I.E., JULY): ";:INPUT M$
160 PRINT "DATE (I.E., 14): "3 : INPUT D$

170 PRINT "YEAR (I.E., 1985): "3: INPUT vs$

180 PRINT :PRINT “CHECK RECIPIENT: "5 : INPUT CR$
190 PRINT :PRINT "CHECK AMOUNT (I.E., 127.14): ";:INPUT CA$
200 PRINT :PRINT "CHECK CLASSIFICATION: "j3:INPUT CC$

210 PRINT :PRINT * PLEASE PREPARE YOUR PRINTER"
220 PRINT " ALIGN TOP OF CHECK WITH PRINTHEAD"
230 PRINT :PRINT " PRESS RETURN TO CONTINUE "3

240 INPUT AS
250 OPEN #1,8,0,"P:"

260 FOR @=1 TO 3I:PRINT #1;:NEXT Q

270 DD=LEN(M$)+LEN (D$) +1

280 FOR Q=1 TO 45-DD:PRINT #13" ";:NEXT @:PRINT #13M$5 " ";D$;
290 PRINT #1;"  ";v$(3,4)

300 FOR Q=1 TO 1:LPRINT :NEXT @

305 M=45-LEN(CR$)

310 PRINT #1,CR$3:FOR Q=1 TO M:PRINT #13" “;:NEXT Q:PRINT #1;CAs
320 FOR @=1 TO 1:LPRINT :NEXT Q

330 PRINT #1;" "5 :GOSUP 430

340 FOR @=1 TO 3:LPRINT :NEXT Q

350 FOR @=1 TO S:PRINT #1;" “3:NEXT @:PRINT #1;CC$

360 CLOSE #1

370 FOR @=1 TO 2:LPRINT :NEXT @

390 PRINT :PRINT "WRITE ANOTHER CHECK (Y/N)";:INPUT A$

410 IF A$="Y" THEN 100

420 PRINT CHR$(125):POSITION 4,7:PRINT "IT’S BEEN NICE PRINTING WITH Yogu"
427 END

430 FOR D=1 TO LEN(CA$)-3

440 CD$=CAS$(D,D)

450 IF CD$="0" THEN CN$="ZERQ"

460 IF CD$="1" THEN CN$="ONE"

470 IF CD$="2" THEN CN$="Twg"

480 IF CD$="3" THEN CN$="THREE"

490 IF CD$="4" THEN CN$="FOUR"

500 IF CD$="5" THEN CN$="FIVE"

510 IF CD$="6" THEN CN$="GIX"

520 IF CD$="7" THEN CN$="SEVEN"

530 IF CD$="8" THEN CN$="EIGHT"

540 IF CD$="9" THEN CN$="NINE"

550 PRINT #1;CNs;

560 IF DLEN(CA$)-3 THEN PRINT #1;"-";

570 NEXT D

580 PRINT #15" DOLLARS & “;

590 PRINT #1;CA$(LEN(CA$)-1,LEN(CAS)); "/CENTS"

4600 RETURN

Figure 7.1 Program Listing of The CheckWriter




Home Finances and the Epson Printer 79

HOW TO MODIFY THE CHECKWRITER

The styles of checks vary as much as the banks who print them.
Because of this, the CheckWriter may not exactly fit the format
of your checks. This potential problem made it necessary for me
to write the CheckWriter program so as to make modification quick
and easy.

The first place you might want to modify is the vertical lo-
cation of the lines on the check.

340 FOR Q = 1 TO 3 : PRINT#1, : NEXT Q

Line 340 advances the check three lines between writing the
check amount and the check classification. If your checks require
more or less lines between printings, simply change the value of
3. This is the same with lines 260, 300, 320, 340 and 370 which
also control the advances of the printer.

You can also change the horizontal placement of numbers or
words by altering the number of spaces the printhead moves to the
right before printing. Lines 280, 310, and 350 use a FOR - NEXT
loop to move the head horizontally. Alter the numbers on these
lines to customize the program to prirnt on your specific checks.

The CheckWriter can be a very useful program. It is lacking
a way to monitor your checks, however. This is easily remedied by
the check tally on a spreadsheet which follows.

USING A SPREADSHEET

One of the greatest boons to business was the advent of the elec-
tronic spreadsheet. It is an electronic form of the spreadsheet that
has been used by accountants for centuries. Using formulas to
automatically calculate the relationships between columns of num-
bers, the electronic spreadsheet can enable a single person to do a
business forecast in a couple days that which used to take a team
of accountants months to complete.

There are a number of spreadsheets available for the Atari
computer. For the sake of explanation here, I will be using VisiCalc
by VisiCorp. This program is the Grandaddy of spreadsheets and
has been well adapted for the Atari computer line.

I can’t expect to teach you how to use a spreadsheet in these
few pages; whole books are devoted to doing that. I will, however,
try to cover enough to help you input the applications covered in
this chapter and Chapter 12.
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When you boot your disk, the spreadsheet will appear on the
screen. VisiCalc extends 63 columns across and 254 rows down.
There are letters at the top of each of the columns and numbers
running down the side to label the rows. Not all of it will fit on
the screen at once. Think of your screen as a “window” which
displays a small portion of the spreadsheet.

Figure 7.2 VisiCalc Spreadsheet

The spreadsheet is composed of a number of squares. Each
square is called a “cell.” It is named as the intersection of a column
and a row. The cell in the upper-left corner is named Al. This
indicates that it is in column A and row 1. The cell that is down
two rows and over three columns is D3. That’s the D column and
number 3 row.

You can move between these cells in a couple of ways. Using
the cursor control keys you can move the black cursor from cell to
cell. Put down the book and try this a couple of times.

You can also move by pressing the > key. The words GOTO
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will display in the upper-right corner of your screen. Here you type
the coordinates of your destination cell. Upon pressing RETURN,
your cursor block will immediately jump to the desired cell. Let’s
jump to cell D3.

Once you reach D3, there are three types of entries that can
be made:

1) Value,
2) Label, and
3) Formula.

A Value is a number. It is entered by just typing in the number
and hitting RETURN. It has value and can be used for calculations.
As you’re entering your value, the word “Value” will appear on
the Status Line in the upper-left corner.

A Label is a string of words. It cannot be used for calculations.
To enter a Label, just start typing. The alphabetical nature of the
first letter will cause “Label” to appear in the upper left corner. If
your first character is a space or some other non-alphabetical sym-
bol, you must indicate to your computer that it is a Label by pre-
ceeding your line with a set of quotation marks or you forgot to
press the space bar before entering your Label. Check the status
line and correct if necessary.

The last type of entry is the Formula. This is a kissing cousin
of the Value. In fact, as you enter a Formula, VisiCalc will actually
show it to be a Value on the status line. A simple Formula might
read “+B3 + C3.” This tells VisiCalc to add the values in cells
B3 and C3 and place the sum in the cell where this formula is
entered. The + sign at the beginning of the Formula tells VisiCalc
that the string of characters is a Formula.

Although this is only giving you a glimpse of how a spread-
sheet works, it should be enough to help you enter the Check Tally
application. I will explain more information as more skills are
needed along the way.

THE CHECK TALLY

You’ll have to keep track of the checks you write with the Check
Writer program. To do this, I am including a spreadsheet appli-
cation called “The Check Tally.” This is both an effective way to
keep track of your checks and an easy introduction to the workings
of a spreadsheet.

This Check Tally application is also known as a “template.”
It’s called a template because it’s laid over your spreadsheet pro-
gram to make the spreadsheet fit your needs.
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I will be using conventional spreadsheet notations to explain
what to enter in the cells of your spreadsheet. Each entry will be
preceded by a “>”, a letter-number combination indicating the cell
location, and a colon. The data following the colon is the data which
needs to be entered into the cell.

You must move the cursor to a cell before you can enter a
Value, Formula, or Label into that cell. You can move the cursor
around your spreadsheet by either using the cursor-control keys
or the GOTO command. The GOTO command is entered through
the use of the > sign. After pressing >, the words “GOTO” appear
on the status line at the top of the screen and you can input the
coordinates of the cell to which you wish to move.

When you have input the coordinates for the destination cell,
press RETURN and your cursor will jump to that cell. In this
notation, I will use the colon (:) to indicate pressing the RETURN
key.

Once you have reached your desired cell, type the entry listed
to the right of the colon. Some of the formulas will extend beyond
the eight spaces in the cell. That’s O.K. A VisiCalc cell will accept
a formula up to 35 characters long.

Once your information is entered into the cell, it can be reg-
istered with the computer by either moving the cursor to another
cell or pressing RETURN. Moving the cursor is usually a faster
way to do it because you’re going to move to another cell anyway
after you press RETURN. Moving the cursor in the first place saves
keystrokes.

If you make a mistake, you can use the DELete key to remove
incorrect characters. If you wish to clear the whole cell, press / and
then B, RETURN. This will blank the cell and prepare it for correct
input.

I'realize that you will want to modify this template to fit your
own needs, but I would suggest you follow it exactly to ensure the
proper input of the cells and then make your modifications.

VisiCalc uses a standard format for displaying values and
labels. It displays labels in a left-justified manner and values in a
right-justified format. If either of these styles doesn’t fit your needs,
you can select one of VisiCalc’s other formats through which your
information can be displayed. Begin by pressing the / key to show
the System Menu across the top of the screen. Next press “F” to
display the Format Menu. Select one of the letters in the Format
Menu. VisiCalc uses $ for currency format, L for left-justified, and
R for right-justified.

>A1:" Leigh’s
>B1:” Checks f
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>C1:" for May

>A3:" Opening
>B3:Balance:

>C3:/F$

>E3:/F$ @Sum(E8.E39)
>F3:/F$ @Sum(F8.F39)
>A4:." Current
>B4:Balance:

>C4:/F$ +C3—- @SUM(ES.E39)+ @SUM(F8.F39)
>A6:" Check #

>B6:" Date

>C6:"” Reci

>D6:pient
>E6:Withdraw

>F6:" Deposit

>(G6:" Balance

>H6:" Group

>A8:/FL

>E8:/F$

>F8:/F$
>G8:+C3—-E8+F8
>HS8:/F$

>A9://FL +A8+1
>G9:+G8—-E9+F9

DOIN’ IT AGAIN

Now it’s time to replicate. You will prepare your Check Tally for
32 checks. This allows you one a day and one or two for foolishness.
(Just think, February can be an extremely foolish month.) The
only problem is that each check number must be entered sepa-
rately.

T’aint necessarily so. You’ll remember that you typed in a
formula, + A8+1, in cell A9. This says to add one to the number
in cell A8. If your first check is numbered 2000 and you enter it
in A8, A9 will immediately display 2001 in preparation for the
second check.

This same formula can be used all the way down column A
to compute sequential check numbers. What'’s that you say? Typing
in the formula is more work than the number? Fortunately your
VisiCalc spreadsheet includes a Replicate command to duplicate
the formula throughout column A.

The replicate command enables you to designate a source cell
or block of cells from which you wish to copy information. You then
designate a target cell or block of cells to which you wish the
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information copied. This procedure is a grand time saver when
there is repetitive information to be entered as you will see.

Begin the replication process by moving the cursor to A9. This
is the cell from which you want to copy the formula. Now press /.
The System Menu will display across the top of the screen. Press
R to enter the Replicate mode.

The top of your screen now shows A9 at the beginning of the
line. This is the beginning of the Source Range. Press RETURN
to accept this value and enter the end of the Source Range as A9
also. Next type A10 as the first cell of the Target Range. Press the
Period key (.) and a series of three dots will follow the A10 on your
screen. Enter A40 and you should see

A9...A9: A10...A40

Press RETURN and the formula in A9 will begin the repli-
cation process down column A. If you've been paying careful at-
tention, you may be wondering why you would want the formula
A8+1 in each of the cells in column A. This would mean that they
would all display a number that is one greater than the quantity
in A8. You don’t want all of the cells to add one to A8, but you do
want each of them to add one to the cell above them. You want
each cell to exhibit a similar formula which is relative to its po-
sition.

After pressing RETURN this last time, the top of the screen
changed to display a question, “REPLICATE: N=NO CHANGE,
R=RELATIVE”. Doesn’t appear to be much of a question, but it’s
asking whether you want the variable A8 (displayed on the next
line) to be copied in an absolute (no change) or relative form. An
absolute form would mean that A8 would be inserted into each of
the cells. Relative form means the variable A8 would be adjusted
to indicate cells in the same relative position as A8 is to A9.

Press R for relative.

VisiCalc will now enter those formulas in each of the cells.
When it is completed, a series of red ERROR statements will appear
down the left side of your worksheet. These ERROR messages
indicate that these equations do not have enough information to
work. Move to cell A8 and enter 2000. Press RETURN and watch
what happens.

Hopefully, you now have a set of sequential check numbers
running down the left side of your spreadsheet. If not, review the
instructions to see if you forgot anything.

You’ll now use the replicate command in columns F, G, and
H. Column F needs to have 0 (zero) entered in each of its cells to
provide enough information for the equations in Column G. Col-
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umn G needs the equation for computing the balance copied in all
of its cells. Columns E and H will use the replicate command to
copy the format into each of the cells.

Column F: Enter 0 (zero) in F8
/R:F9.F40:

Column G: >G9:
/R:G10.G40:

Relative (G8)
Relative (E9)
Relative (F9)

Column E: >ES8:
/R:E9.E40:

Column H: >ES8:
/R:H9.H40:

Your Check Tally is now ready to manipulate information.
Using the model sheet in Figure 7.3, enter the Opening Balance.
Do this by moving to cell C3 and then entering 500. Now continue
to use the model sheet to enter the Date, Recipient, and Amount
(Withdraw), and Group of each check.

Don’t enter the deposits. As you enter your withdrawals, you’ll
notice your account will start showing a negative balance. Don’t
worry about it. You’ll soon be making some deposits to offset your
scarcity of resources.

teigh’s Checks for May

Opening Ralance SQ0. Q0 1919. 50 1980.00

Current Balance: S60. 40

Check # Date Recipient Withdraa Deposit Ralance Group
2000 May 1 Gas Company 29.34 0 470. 04 Gas
2001 May 1 Aunt Mildred 120,00 Q 350.06 Rent
Deposit May 1 Pay Check 0.0G 1500.00 1850.06

2002 May 2 Mike’s Market 75.67 O 1774.3% Food
2003 May 2 Trusting ERanik 920. 00 (4] 854,39 (Bas
Deposit May 2 Book Royalties G. 00 480.00 1334,39

2004 May 3 George Jefferson &0. 00 o 1274.39 Misc.
2005 May 4 GTE 53.48 O 1220.91 FPhone
2006 May 4 Water Company I2.29 Q 1188.462 Water
2007 May S General Electric 24,00 G 1164.62 Electric
2008 May & Sally’s Stuffs &57.99 O 1106.63 Clothes
2009 May & Shop and Go 125.21 [¢] 981.42 Grocery
2010 May 7 Carl*s Gas Co. 11.87 Q 249.55 Car Gas
20114 May 10 Tommy s Trash 6. 00 Q &3, 55 Trash
2012 May 11 Cevin's Computer 230.89 Q V32.66 Computer
2013 May 15 Cal State Univ. 136. 26 Q 6. 40 School
2014 May 16 Dept. Motor Veh. 12,00 Q 584.40 License
2015 May 18 Sparklettes 24,00 Q S560. 40 Water

Figure 7.3 Check Tally Model Sheet

Let me take a moment here to mention something about sav-
ing your work to disk or tape. You've completed a great amount of
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work and if the power were to accidently fail right now, it would
all be lost. Before continuing, save your spreadsheet. Begin by
pressing /. Then S for Storage. Select S again for Save. Type in the
title of the file in which you wish to save your spreadsheet. Re-
member, your title must not exceed eight characters. You might
name it CHECKBOK.

Now it’s time to make some deposits into your account.

MAKING DEPOSITS

You’ll notice deposits have a column but no rows. Each of the rows
is preceded by a check number. Deposits tend to be sporadic. They
need to be interjected wherever needed. To answer this need, use
the Insert command to create an empty row for a deposit.

Move your cursor to row 10. You will insert your $1500.00
paycheck on this line. Begin by pressing /. Press I for Insert. You
will be asked whether you would like to insert a Row or Column.
Select Row with the letter R.

Your Atari will spend about 20 seconds moving all of the
entries down one row. A blank row will then appear on Row 10.
This row is really blank. It contains no numbers, no letters, and,
regretably, no formulas or formats. This means that you will have
to enter the formats and formulas where needed on this line.

Enter this information for your deposit:

Al0 C10 E10 F10
Deposit Paycheck f7,F$ f7.F$
0.00 1500.00

The formula for the Balance column can either be entered man-
ually as /F$ G9 —E10 +F10 or the replication process may be used
to copy it as a relational formula from cell G9.

You may have noticed a new balance appear after you entered
the formula into G10, but none of the other numbers changed. This
is because of a slight problem with the formula in G11. Move the
cursor down to G11 and inspect the formula. It reads G9—E11 + F11.
Notice that it totally disregards the deposit on line 10. The line
was inserted but none of the formulas were adjusted accordingly.
Correct this by using the replicate command to copy the formula
from G10 into G11 as a relational formula.

Add a deposit of your own creation on your Check Tally. Re-
member to enter the formats and formulas and readjust the formula
in G column below the deposit line.
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POSSIBLE PROBLEMS

Spreadsheets are quick and easy. Unfortunately, these attributes
can sometimes lull the user into a false sense of security. As you
saw with some formulas is column G, problems with formulas aren’t
always easy to detect. To catch these problems you must include
crosschecks on your spreadsheet.

You’ll notice in row 3 there are numbers above the Withdraw
and Deposit columns. These are the sums of those columns. These
sums are located at the top of the columns instead of bottom for
easy access.

Along with the sums at the top of the spreadsheet are places
for the Opening Balance and Current, Balance. There is no cal-
culation done with the Opening Balance. It is typed in from last
month’s statement. The Current Balance, however, is a checking
system for the accuracy of the spreadsheet. Whereas the check-to-
check balance is calculated by the forrnulas in each row, the Cur-
rent Balance is calculated by subtracting the sum of the withdraws
from the opening balance and then adding the sum of the deposits.
It may not always agree with the running balance in column G.
If they don’t agree, start looking for a problem in one of your
formulas in column G.

PRINTING YOUR CHECKBOOK TALLY

Printing your Checkbook Tally is really quite easy. Begin by mov-
ing the cursor to Cell Al by typing >A1l: (Remember : indicates
RETURN.) Select /. Then P for Print. You will now be given the
choice to print the spreadsheet to a File or your Printer. Select P.
Your Status Line now displays "Print: Lower right, "Setup, —, &".
Begin by telling VisiCalc you want it to send a carriage return
and Line Feed at the end of each line. This is accomplished by
typing &. & may not appear on the screen, but it’s there just the
same. Now type H40 to tell VisiCalc the lower right corner of your
spreadsheet. Press RETURN and your printer should come to life.

If your Epson printer is equipped with SelecType, you should
experiment with the various combinations available for printing
your spreadsheet. Printing in Near-Letter Quality will give it a
professional appearance. Printing in Compressed Mode should al-
low you to print up to 130 columns on one page. Experiment and
hav